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Here’s what nobody tells you 
about being wrong: It’s a skill. The 
ability to be wrong gracefully, learn 

quickly, and adjust without ego 
collapse is the most undervalued 
competency in existence. People 

who can be wrong fast become right 
faster than everyone else.

@scottdclary

In publication since 1976

Defribillator machines
The Mangrove Mountain and 

Districts Country Fair provided $3,500 
to purchase a defibrillator machine and 
in collaboration with the community 
groups of Mangrove Mountain it 
has been installed at the Mangrove 
Mountain Hall.

It is planned to install defibrillator 
machines at six other locations in the 
mountain area, Kulnura, Peats Ridge, 
Somersby, Calga, Bucketty, and 
Central Mangrove.

A demonstration and instructional 
training on using the defibrillator 
machine by a paramedic will be held  at 
10am on Sunday 19th July. We would 
love everyone to attend, learn, and 
show support for this valuable project, 
you never know, it could save your life 

or the life of someone you care about.
The Community Defib Project is 

a registered charity, so any money 
donated is tax-deductible.
Get to Know Your Community Day

Also on Sunday, 19th July, everyone 
in the community is invited to join 
in a Community Picnic at Mangrove 
Mountain Hall from 9:30 am to 1:00 
pm. If you are new to the area, come 
along and get to know your local 
community and perhaps become 
involved with the project.

The Peats Ridge and Districts 
CWA will be selling Devonshire teas 
and coffee. If you are able, please 
bring a small plate to share with our 
community. All donations raised on 
the day will go towards the purchase 
of our second defibrillator machine. 

Your Memories of the Mangrove 
Mountain Hall

The Mangrove Mountain and 
Districts Community Hall has been 
at the heart of community life for 100 
years. 

To commemorate this milestone, we 
are creating a timeline of the various 
events and activities that filled the Hall 
with life.

Residents and Families are invited 
to contribute memories, stories and 
photographs connected to the Hall. 
Memories shared by Children, Parents, 
Grandparents and Great Grandparents 
are welcome. 

We need you and your stories! Please 
share your memories and photographs 
from across the generations (make sure 
you date your memories!). Drop them 
off at the letterbox at the Hall, or email 
us via mmdcg.inc@gmail.com  to be 
included!

Poppe Zouroudis, Secretary
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Pg 2 Central Coast 
Council CEO David 
Farmer announces 

retirement
Central Coast Council Mayor, 

Lawrie McKinna, today announced 
that Chief Executive Officer David 
Farmer has advised of his intention to 
retire, with his final day on duty to be 
2 September 2026.

Mayor McKinna said Mr Farmer 
had led the organisation through one 
of the most challenging periods in its 
history and leaves the Council in a 
significantly stronger and more stable 
position.

“David joined Council at a time 
of considerable difficulty and 
uncertainty,” Mayor McKinna said. 

Mr Farmer informed the Mayor 
of his decision ahead of today’s 
announcement.

“After 45 years of full time work, 
including 28 continuous years as a 
CEO across five councils, David has 
decided it is the right time to move 
into the next phase of his life,” Mayor 
McKinna said. 

“He has made an enormous 
contribution to the Central Coast and 
to local government more broadly.”
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2026 Country 
Fair Grants 

are now open
Dear Community Groups,
This is a reminder that Grant 

applications for the 2026 Country 
Fair are now open and due via email  
to secretary-mmcf@hotmail.com and 
in person at either our July meeting 
Thursday 16th July 7pm or Thursday 
20th August 7pm at the Union Church 
Hall.  

The committee looks forward to 
receiving grants from our community 
groups.

Louisa Foxford, Secretary 
Mangrove Mountain & Districts

Country Fair
www.mangrovemountaincountryfair.org.au

Mayor McKinna said during his 
5.5 years at Central Coast Council, 
David helped stabilise the organisation 
following the 2016 amalgamation and 
the subsequent financial crisis and 
Administration in 2020.

Central Coast Council
Media Release
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Pg 4 Have your 
say on the 

future of NSW’s 
biosecurity 
framework

The NSW Government is inviting 
members of the community to provide 
feedback on a draft NSW Biosecurity 
Strategy that will provide the focus for 
improvements to the state’s biosecurity 
framework over the next 10 years. 

The draft strategy helps address 
recommendations made by the Natural 
Resources Commission and former 
Independent Biosecurity Commissioner 
Dr Marion Healy to improve strategic 
planning and coordination for pest 
and weed management. It outlines a 
clear whole-of-government approach 
to strengthen how NSW manages the 
risk of disease, pests, weeds and other 
biosecurity risks to protect the state’s 
most important assets and values. 
Biosecurity is a shared responsibility, 
and input from industry, businesses, 
organisations and the community will 
help ensure the system is effective into 
the future.

The Draft Strategy focuses on four 

priority areas:
Strengthening adoption and •	
compliance with the biosecurity 
duty, including the actions a 
person must take to protect what is 
important and meet their legislative 
obligation.
Driving partnerships and •	
collaboration to support cross-
tenure and cross-sector outcomes 
nationally and across NSW, 
regionally and locally
Delivering an agile and strategic •	
approach to prepare, prevent, respond 

and recover from biosecurity risks; 
and
Improving biosecurity systems •	
and infrastructure that enables 
coordinated and dynamic 
approaches to planning, surveillance 
and compliance.

The NSW Government is seeking 
your feedback on what is working 
well and what needs to improve, as 
well as the biggest challenges facing 
biosecurity now and in the years ahead. 
Feedback will be used to inform the 
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final Strategy, to be released later this 
year.

Delivery of this strategy will mean 
that the commitments and investment 
by government are targeted and 
effective at delivering outcomes 
for our economy, environment and 
community.

The final Strategy will be supported 
by an Implementation Roadmap to 
outline the key actions government 
will take to deliver on the Strategy’s 
outcomes from 2027.

The Strategy is a key deliverable 
of the NSW Biosecurity Action Plan 
2025-26, providing a clear direction 
for government’s role in shaping 
improvements across the biosecurity 
framework.

The Biosecurity Action Plan has 
delivered a number of improvements 
to the biosecurity system to date with 
more in progress, including:

Improved support for local control •	
authorities to tackle priority weeds 
through a 4-Year Weeds Action 
Program
A dedicated biosecurity compliance •	
and investigations unit to improve 
compliance with biosecurity 
obligations
Establishing an Integrated •	
Regulatory Framework for NSW 
with regular reporting on compliance 
activities
Improved coordination and decision •	
making with a new State Biosecurity 

Committee

The draft strategy is open for 
feedback until 29th July 2026 via the 
Have Your Say website at https://
www.haveyoursay.nsw.gov,au/nsw-
biosecurity-strategy

Minister for Agriculture, Tara 
Moriarty said: “Biosecurity is 
everyone’s responsibility, and a whole 
of government Biosecurity Strategy 
shows this government is serious about 
making coordinated improvements to 
see real progress in how we prevent, 
respond to and manage biosecurity 
threats. A Strategy that’s clear about 
what government will deliver has been 
called for by farmers, industry and the 
community, and this draft provides a 
critical opportunity for people to have 
their say on how NSW biosecurity will 
be improved over the short, medium 
and long-term.”

NSW Independent Biosecurity 
Commissioner Dr Katherine Clift 
said: “The risks facing our biosecurity 
system are continuing to evolve, 
with increasing complexity driven by 
global trade and travel, environmental 
and land use changes resulting in 
new pathways for diseases, pests and 
weeds. 

A strong strategy is critical to support 
clear, evidence-based and transparent 
decision-making in biosecurity. It 
helps set clear priorities, and ensures 
investment is targeted where it will 

deliver the greatest benefit.
This Draft Strategy is an important 

step in strengthening accountability 
and system performance, providing 
a foundation for a more coordinated, 
risk-based and outcomes-focused 
approach to managing biosecurity in 
NSW.”

Media Release from the Office of
Tara Moriarty

Minister for Agriculture
Minister for Regional New South Wales
Minister for Western New South Wales
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Somersby - Mangrove
& Central Coast area

Brett Warren
Mobile: 0428 215 599

Home: 4374 1640

Consultations by appointment
Mobile X-ray, endoscopy, purchase and insurance exams

www.centralcoastequine.com.au

Horse Vet

Email: brettvet@ozemail.com.au

Getting Ready 
for H5 Avian 

Influenza 
(Bird Flu)

Avian influenza, or bird flu, is a virus 
that affects all species of birds and 
can also infect mammals, including 
people.

In Australia, we’ve only experienced 
outbreaks of the H7 high pathogenicity  
strain, never the H5 high pathogenicity 
strain.

Globally, there’s been a surge in 
serious outbreaks caused by the H5 
strain (specifically Clade 2.3.4.4b). 
This version of the virus has adapted 
to survive in wild bird populations, 
which allows it to spread more widely 
and to more species than older strains.

Overseas, H5 has caused major 
poultry losses and mass deaths in wild 
birds and some mammals, especially 
those that live in or near water.
How Australia Responds

If an H5 outbreak occurs, the •	
Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) will 
coordinate the national response.
State and territory governments will •	
handle actions within their regions.

Recognizing the Signs
Symptoms in birds can include:•	

Sudden death in a group of birds○○
Respiratory problems: coughing, ○○
sneezing, nasal discharge
Swelling of the head or limbs○○
Diarrhoea○○
Odd behavior or posture○○
Unexpected drop in egg ○○
production

The virus spreads through:•	
Close contact with infected wild ○○
birds
Contaminated feed or water○○
Contact with infected meat, ○○
eggs, feathers
Equipment, clothing, and ○○
footwear used around infected 
birds

Properly cooked food is still safe 
to eat. Human infection is rare and 
usually happens after direct contact 
with infected birds or contaminated 
environments.

What You Can Do
Biosecurity is everyone’s 

responsibility. If you see sick or dead 
birds or animals:

Don’t touch them.•	
Instead, take photos or video, record •	
the location, and call the Emergency 
Animal Disease Hotline (1800 675 
888).
Early detection is key to stopping •	
outbreaks.
When in doubt, report what you see. •	
Visit birdflu.gov.au for resources 

and the latest information.

Backyard Birds
If you keep poultry or birds:
Watch for sudden deaths, diarrhoea, •	
reduced eating/drinking, less egg 
production, sneezing, or birds 
looking unwell.
Separate new birds and monitor for •	
at least 30 days before adding to 
your flock.
Avoid feeding wild birds or letting •	
them mix with your birds.
Use netting to keep wild and •	
domestic birds apart.
Regularly clean housing and •	
equipment—don’t share gear with 
other bird owners.
If your birds roam free, check them •	
daily for illness and be ready to 
isolate any sick birds.
Don’t touch sick or dead birds, but •	
if you must, wear gloves and wash 
hands thoroughly after.
Always wash hands after handling •	
birds, eggs, or equipment.
Wash clothes and shoes after visiting •	
places where birds are kept.
Report sick or dead birds to your vet •	
or the Emergency Animal Disease 
Hotline (1800 675 888).

Other Ways to Help Prepare
Keep pets (cats, dogs) away from •	
wildlife—keep dogs on leads and 
cats indoors.
Don’t let wildlife access pet food or •	
water bowls.
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Help local wildlife by joining •	
conservation groups, cleaning up 
local reserves, or planting native 
plants in your garden.
These small actions make a 

difference and help local wildlife stay 
healthy and resilient.

Find more details or watch the 
informational webinar at birdflu.gov.
au   or type the following url into your 
browser:
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/
biosecurity-trade/pests-diseases-
weeds/animal/avian-influenza/
resources#webinar

Remember, if you see any sick or 
dead birds contact your vet or the 
Emergency Animal Disease Hotline 
(1800 675 888)

As at 12/7/2026:
There have now been 13 confirmed 
detections of H5 bird flu in Australia.  
There are seven confirmed in 
Western Australia (WA), five in South 
Australia (SA) and one in New South 
Wales (NSW). All of these have been 
individual wild birds.
There remains no evidence of any 
mass mortality events, and there are 
no detections in poultry or in our 
agricultural production system.

Information from Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

Keep your birds safe
A serious strain of H5 avian influenza (bird flu) has spread quickly overseas due 
to migrating wild birds. Act now to protect your backyard poultry and kept birds. 

Be prepared birdflu.gov.au

Keep watch for signs of sick birds. Report groups of sick or dead birds to your 
local vet or the Emergency Animal Disease hotline on 1800 675 888.

Keep wild birds away from your birds  
by using housing and netting

Keep bird feed and water in an area that 
wild birds can’t access

Keep new birds quarantined before 
integrating them with your flock

Keep poultry coops, aviaries and 
equipment clean

Keep up your hand hygiene - 
wash hands with soap before and after 
handling birds and eggs.
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OPEN 7 DAYS
40 YEARS LOCAL

02 4323 1933   |   www.vcdental.com.au

NEW PATIENTS

No Gap $290

OFFERS (all patients)
Free
Free
Free

No Gap $99

FINANCE
bulk bill

Zip Pay Zip Money
SuperCare

P  |  0419 193 083 

I   |  STUDIO GABRIELLE

L  |  PEATS RIDGE RD, PEATS RIDGE

 

MEN, WOMEN AND KIDS

HAIRCUTS 

COLOUR 

STYLING 

FOR THE LOVE OF HAIR 

SCAN QR CODE
FOR ONLINE

BOOKINGS

History Afloat: 
Mooney Mooney to 
Marramarra Creek
Depart Saturday 5 September 8.30am. 

Return Sunday 6 September 3:30pm 
(subject to weather conditions).

Join Heritage Ventures for a 
marvellous two-day kayak, overnight 
camping in Marramarra Creek. Our 
journey begins at Mooney Mooney, 
paddling into the tidal reaches of the 
Hawkesbury River (Dyarubbin). We 
pass the wreck of HMAS Parramatta 
and Milson Island, once a boys’ 
reformatory. Stopping at Bar Island, 
explore a significant Aboriginal and 
European heritage site before paddling 
into calm waters of Marramarra Creek. 
The waterway narrows into sheltered 
bushland alive with birdlife, leading 
to our campground among old orchard 
remains. On our return trip we stop 
at hidden locations to delve into the 
history of this important waterway and 
surrounding bushland.

This overnight tour involves paddling 
on creeks and the Hawkesbury River 
with overnight camping in a bush 
location. A moderate level of fitness 
is required and some kayaking is 
preferred. Distance 13.5km each way.

Led by two guides – an outdoor 
specialist and historian. All Kayaks, 
safety gear, meals and camping 
equipment provided.

Tickets www.heritageventures.com.
au/kayakmarramarra or 
call 0447545271

Ticket Price: 560pp + 
booking fee

Heritage Ventures
web: heritageventures.

com.au
mobile: +61 447545271
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Plea FOR 
Return OF Sign

A promotional sign for Peter Denton 
Australian Landscape Gallery went 
missing on about the 3/7/26.

The sign, similar to the one pictured, 
had been on display on the corner of 
Wisemans Ferry Road and Somersby 
Falls Road.

Information leading to recovery of 
the sign will be rewarded with $250 
credit at Peter Denton Australian 
Landscape Gallery.

If you have any information please 
phone 0412 749 909.

Spencer RFB 
Welcomes 

New Captain – 
Norm Cook

Spencer Rural Fire Brigade is excited 
to share that Norm Cook has stepped 
into the role of Captain.

Norm is a familiar face around the 
village and the station, known for his 
steady approach and genuine care for 
the community. As Captain, he’ll be 

focusing on creating strong ties across 
Spencer, Gunderman and Lower 
Mangrove, supporting our older 
generation, and building a brigade 
that’s resilient and well prepared for 
the year ahead.

You’ll see Norm at local events, 
around the station, and working 
closely with members to keep Spencer 
connected, supported, and ready for 
whatever comes our way.

Anyone who would like to know 
more about the exciting things Spencer 
RFB will be doing to further support 
our Community, please reach out to 
Captain-Spencer-Vol@rfs.nsw.gov.au.

Tracey Cook
Secretary & WHS Officer
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DAM & CHANNEL CONSTRUCTION, REPAIR & CLEARING
PRIVATE ROAD/DRIVEWAY CONSTRUCTION & REPAIR

GENERAL EXCAVATIONS & CLEARING

ATTACHMENTS:
RANGE OF BUCKETS & AUGERS
GRAB - HAMMERS - RIPPER
PULVERISER - MULCHING HEAD
POWERRAKE - SLASHER

20 TONNE EXCAVATORS
25 & 30 TONNE DUMP TRUCKS
LONGREACH EXCAVATOR (16m)
SKIDSTEER & ROLLERS
30 TONNE LOW LOADER, TRUCK & DOGS

E hunterearthmoving@bigpond.com
Wayne Hunter - 0431 761 338

“4th Generation of Earthmoving
on the Mountain”

If you’ve driven past Central 
Mangrove Public School lately, you’ve 
probably noticed things are looking 
a whole lot better. The Council’s 
Bloodtree Road depot crew has been 
out in force, clearing drains and 
tidying up the roadsides improving the 

aesthetics and also improving safety.
Their latest round of work near the 

school has done more than spruce 
up the area. Cleaner verges and clear 
sightlines mean fewer hazards for kids 
and parents, and the neighborhood feels 
more pleasant and welcoming. It’s the 

kind of change you notice when you 
drop your kids off or just drive by.

Keeping the roads in shape is a never-
ending job. The Council’s team covers 
a lot of ground and is responsible for 
a large local road network but their 
dedication shows. Every bit of work 
they do makes life a little easier—and 
a little better—for everyone who lives 
here or just passes through.

It’s more than maintenance; 
it’s a point of pride for the whole 
community.

Council Crew Spruces Up Local Roadsides
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Pg 12 A Hilarious 
Comedy About 
One Final Game

What happens when a 30-year game 
of cards between lifelong friends 
changes forever?

Four friends reunite for just one 
more hand.

“Exit Laughing” is a heartwarming, 
laugh-out-loud comedy about 
friendship, family, and finding joy in 
unexpected places. Join us for a night 

of heart, laughter, and a few surprises 
as this much-loved show hits the stage 
in just one month.

The Bridge Night That Refuses 
To Die... For Connie, Leona and 
Millie, their weekly card game has 
been the highlight of the last thirty 
years, a sanctuary of wine, gossip and 
unconditional support.

What starts as a quiet night explodes 
into mischief, mayhem, surprise 
visitors and the sort of belly laughs you 
only share with your oldest friends.

In one outrageous evening, this 
hilarious comedy toasts the joys of 
female friendship, the messiness of 

growing older, and the wonderful, 
reckless freedom of having nothing 
left to lose.

Come along for a game night to 
remember from July 24 - August 1 at 
the Red Tree Theatre

h t t p s : / / r e d t r e e t h e a t r e . s a l e s .
ticketsearch.com/sales/sales

Wyong Drama Group

NAIDOC Week on 
the Central Coast

NAIDOC Week was held from 5 July 
to 12 July under the national theme 50 
Years of Deadly; marking five decades 
of strength, culture, resilience and 
community. 

The start was commemorated by a 
flag raising ceremony in front of the 
Council Administration Building.

Council Mayor, Lawrie McKinna 
said NAIDOC Week is an important 
opportunity for the community to 
recognise and show respect to our First 
Nations community.

To learn more about NAIDOC Week, 
the Accord or Council’s Aboriginal 
Advisory Committee and partnerships, 
search ‘NAIDOC Week 2026’ at 
centralcoast.nsw.gov.au

Central Coast Council
Media Release
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P  M 

Domain 
Michael Kidd Property Sales Pty. Ltd. T/as Kidd Property Sales Corp. License No.1062876  ABN 91 091 596 600 Michael C Kidd Class 1 Licensed Real Estate, Stock & Station Agent, Licensee in Charge. 

Time to sell? - 
Call Michael on 4376 1440 to find 
out how he delivers strong sales 
results and the highest possible price

32 years - 1994 to 2026
      Real Estate agent since 1992, Experienced in marketing since 1981. 
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Pg 14 A School 
Where Every 

Student Matters
At Kariong Mountains High 

School, academic achievement is 
an important part of a much bigger 
picture. The school is committed to 
supporting students to do their best in 
the classroom, while also helping them 
develop the confidence, resilience, 
relationships and sense of belonging 
they need to succeed.

For families seeking a high school 
that values both learning and wellbeing, 
Kariong Mountains High School offers 
a supportive and inclusive public 
school environment where students 

are challenged, encouraged and known as individuals.
Nestled amongst the natural surrounds of the Mt Penang 

precinct, the school provides diverse academic, vocational, 
creative, sporting and leadership opportunities that allow 
every student to explore their strengths and pursue their own 
pathway.

With an Academic Stream, High Potential and Gifted 
Education opportunities, participation in the Educational 
Pathways Program and a range of specialist learning 
facilities, Kariong Mountains High School supports students 
with different interests, talents and aspirations.

Guided by the values of Unity, Knowledge and Respect, 
Kariong Mountains High School is a place where students 
are supported to learn, encouraged to grow and inspired to 
contribute to their community.
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Principal Donna James believes 
strong relationships are the foundation 
of student success. “At Kariong 
Mountains High School, we believe 
every student matters. Our goal is 
to create a positive and supportive 
environment where students feel 
valued, challenged and empowered to 
achieve their personal best. By working 
together with families and our wider 
community, we help young people 
develop the confidence, skills and 
resilience they need for a successful 
future.”

One of the great strengths of 
Kariong Mountains High School is its 
focus on the whole child. The school 
understands that students thrive when 
they feel a genuine sense of belonging, 

Your rates 
are changing

Three changes are occurring which 
will impact both your water bill and 
general rate notice from 1 July 2026.
1. The stormwater drainage charge 
is moving from the water bill to the 
rate notice

Council has transferred the 
stormwater drainage charge from 
the water bill to the general rate 
notice from 1 July 2026, in line with 
legislative requirements.

The change is limited to how 

when they are supported by staff who 
know them well, and when they are 
given opportunities that reflect their 
interests, strengths and aspirations.

As a proud local public school, 
Kariong Mountains High School 
provides high-quality education within 
a caring and inclusive environment. 
It is a place where students feel they 
belong, where opportunities are 
available to every learner and where 
every future is valued. 

Discover more at kariongmtn-h.
schools.nsw.gov.au

the charge is collected and ensures 
continued funding for essential 
stormwater services. It does not impact 
the total amount applicable.

The total charge for the year will 
appear on the annual rate notice, 
with the amount payable over four 
instalments, the same as rates and 
other charges on your notice.
2. Water and wastewater charges 
are increasing from 1 July 2026

IPART has also set the price Council 
can charge for water and wastewater 
charges from 1 July 2026. The 
independent regulator has determined 
that Council can charge an additional 

5.5% for the period of 1 July 2026 to 
30 June 2027 for essential water and 
wastewater services.
3. New land valuations affect how 
your rates are calculated

The NSW Valuer General determines 
land valuations across the Central 
Coast. On average, a 0.5% increase has 
taken place for residential properties. 
However, land values don’t equal rate 
increases.

Changes to NSW Valuer General 
land valuations don’t directly increase 
Council’s total rates – they are used 
to redistribute how rates are shared 
across properties.

That means your rates may vary 
relative to others. If your land value 
increased more than the local average, 
your rates may rise slightly; if it 
increased less, your rates may decrease 
slightly.

Separate to land valuations, a 
standard consumer price index (CPI) 
increase applies. From 1 July, rates 
will also include the annual rate peg 
(3.2% for 2026-27), which applies to 
all properties. 
Rebates and hardship assistance

To find out if you are eligible 
to apply for a pensioner rebate or 
hardship assistance on your rates 
notice and water account, visit rebates 
and hardship assistance at https://
www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/.

Information from
Central Coast Council website
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Pg 16 RURAL FIRE SERVICES
Bucketty RFS      Weekend Training	 3rd Sat, 9am-12 pm
                             General Meeting	 4 meetings per year
                             Contact	 bucketty@lowerhunterrfs.com.au 4998 8130
Calga-Mt. White RFS General meeting	 3rd Mon of the month, 7.30pm all welcome
                                    Training	 Every Monday 6.30 except public holidays
                                    Information & updates	Facebook.com/calga/mtwhiteruralfirebrigade/
                                    Contact	 Captain.calgamtwhite@ccrfs.org.au - Zack 

Winslade.
Kulnura VBFB               General meeting	 1st Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm
at Greta Rd Station         Training	 3rd Wednesday of the month 7.00pm
Mangrove Mountain RFS General Meeting	 Last Wednesday of the month, 7 pm, 
Bloodtree Rd          Training / Maintenance	 All Wednesday’s except last of month, 7 pm
Spencer RFS    General Meeting 	 2nd Monday of the month Meeting 6.30pm
                         Training	 3rd Monday 6:30pm
                         Maintenance	 4th Mon 6:30pm. 
	 E: captain-Spencer-vol@rfs.nsw.gov.au 

0418211819.  4778 Wisemans Ferry Rd
Somersby RFS    General Meeting	 First Wed of the month 7.30pm at the Station
                            Training/Maintenance	 Every Wed night 7.30 at the Station (except 

before Wed general meeting)
Yarramalong RFS	 Information:  www.facebook.com/

YarramalongRuralFireBrigade/  
Phone contact: 0494 344 030 
Email:  volunteer@yarramalongrfs.org.au

COMMUNITY & SOCIAL
Central Coast Plateau Chamber of Commerce	First Tuesday each month 7.00PM MMMC
Coastlink Friendship Group	 Wed 9.30am-2pm at the Health Centre, 

Nurses Rd, Central Mangrove
Country Women’s Association	 Second Wed of each month, at Somersby Hall
(Somersby)	 Wiseman’s Ferry Road, Somersby, contact  

Sue, 43721280 or 0407768000.
Country Women’s Association	 Third Monday of the month at the Kulnura
(Peats Ridge & District)	 Hall. Any enquiries please contact Christine 

0419400163, Donna 0466974130, Email.  
cwaofnswpeatsridge@gmail.com

Country Women’s Association	 2nd & 4th Tues of the month, 4-8pm at
(Mangrove Mountain Evening Branch)	 Mangrove Mtn Union Church, 2154 

Wisemans Ferry Rd, MMtn. General meeting 
6pm 2nd Tues. Ph Judy 0458 655850

Gosford North Inner Wheel club	 2nd Wed each month 11am at Phillip House in 
Kariong. Contact: Glenis   Ph: 0400 486 760

Kulnura & District Garden Club	 Second Monday, 9.30 for 10am start. Jacqui 
Maxwell 0455364262 kulnuradgc@gmail.com

Kulnura Tuesday Tennis	 Tue 9.30am-12.30pm, Kulnura Tennis Courts. 
Enquiries: Alison Palmer 0427731548.

Ladies of the Valley Afternoon Tea	 1st Tues, 1pm to 2.30 at Angels Sussurri Cafe 
Yarramalong. Margaret Dale 0411104770

Mangrove Mountain & Districts	 1st Thurs of the Month, excl Jan. 7.30pm,
Community Group	 Mangrove Mtn Hall.
Mangrove Emergency Planning	 Contact: mepccinc@gmail.com, 0412669649
& Communications Committee
Mangrove Mountain Country Fair	 3rd Thu of mth except Jan, 7pm, at Union
Committee Meeting 	 Church Hall. Pres - Steve 0455 155 075
Mountain Districts Association (MDA)	 www.mountaindistrictsassociation.com.au 

secretary@mountaindistrictsassociation.com.au
Mountain District Football Club Meeting	 Second Tuesday of the Month 6.30pm at the 

Mangrove Memorial Club
Probus - West Gosford	 2nd Thu. Ph Elaine Burrows 0412988353
River Cares for the Lower Hawkesbury	 President Marlee Maxwell
River District	 Email rivercaresinc@gmail.com
Rotary Club Meeting	 Friday 7.15am at Phillip House. 43404529
Rural Seniors Voices	 3rd Thurs, 12pm, 13 Nurses Rd Central 

Mangrove, next to Dr Anand’s practice.
Spencer Community Progress Group Inc	 President Brad Maisey, Community Meetings, 

0436482201,  spencercpg2@gmail.com
                                 Newsletter	 Articles to: spencercpg2@gmail.com
Spencer Sheilas Community Social Club	 Last Friday of the month.   Eve Leeming - 

4377 1116 and/or cedriceve@bigpond.com
Wisemans Ferry Community Men’s Shed	 Tues & Sat, 9am-5pm. Contact: Alan Hunt 

4566 4626 or Adrian Acheson 0448 833 781
SPIRITUAL 
Anglican Service - Mountain Districts	 Every Sun 8am at Peats Ridge Scout Hall, 

Sunday School during school terms
Mangrove Mountain Union Church Trust	 Committee Meeting 3rd Monday, 7.30pm at 

the Mangrove Mountain Union Church Hall
Mountain Districts Christian Church	 Services 9.30am 2nd & 4th Sundays. Bible 

Study 4.30pm 1st & 3rd Mondays. Mangrove 
Mountain Union Church

Worship and Prayer	 1st Sat 4.30 to 5.30pm at MM Union Church
St Barnabas Christian Service	 9.15am. on every 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday of 

the month. Yarramalong
(cont’d next page)

REGULAR ACTIVITIES & MEETINGS LIVESTOCK 
MARKET REPORT

Maitland Liveweight Cattle Sale
6th July 2026

1000  cattle yarded this week at 
Maitland.  1072  Trade/ 72 export.

Restocker Heifers up to 250kg made •	
500 c/kg to 570 c/kg
250kg-300kg made  536 c/kg to 560 •	
c/kg
300kg to 380kg made 513 c/kg to •	
560 c/kg
Restocker steers up to 250kg made  •	
520c/kg to 665 c/kg
250kg-300kg made 617 c/kg to 670 •	
c/kg
300kg-380kg made 540 c/kg to 662 •	
c/kg
Yearling Steers to Feed made 458 c/•	
kg to 540 c/kg
Yearling Heifers to Feed made 430 •	
c/kg to 500 c/kg
Cows made 381 c/kg to 430 c/kg•	
Bulls 358 c/kg to 414 c/kg•	

Maitland Liveweight Cattle Sale
28th June 2026

550  cattle yarded this week at 
Maitland.   480 Trade/ 70 export.

Restocker Heifers up to 250kg made •	
424 c/kg to 550 c/kg
250kg-300kg made  485 c/kg to 540 •	
c/kg
300kg to 380kg made 454 c/kg to •	
580 c/kg
Restocker steers up to 250kg made •	
523 c/kg to 650 c/kg
250kg-300kg made 582 c/kg to 650 •	
c/kg
300kg-380kg made 496 c/kg to 610 •	
c/kg
Yearling Steers to Feed made 385 c/•	
kg to 535 c/kg
Yearling Heifers to Feed made 514 •	
c/kg to 530 c/kg
Cows made 351 c/kg to 380 c/kg•	
Bulls 292 c/kg to 396 c/kg•	

Sugarloaf Angus Annual Bull Sale
364 Sugarloaf Road, Dungog NSW 

2420
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Catholic Service  - Central Mangrove	 Saturdays 5pm St. Dionysios Greek Orthodox 
Church, 21 Nurses Rd, Central Mangrove, 
Contact Nai Hereford 0405 558 669

                             - Spencer 	 Holy Trinty Church, 1st Sat 4pm, Phone 0412 
201 851 as times may change.

                             - Wollombi	 2nd & 5th Sunday of the month, 4.30pm Mass 
at St Michael the Archangel, Wollombi.

                             - Yarramalong	 1st Sunday each month, 11.00am St. Barnabas 
All welcome. Enq 0428 438577

Divine Retreat Centre	 Daily Holy Mass 8.00am to 8.30 am
	 Last Sun, 9am-4pm, One Day Retreat. 

160 Hensons Road, Somersby Ph 0243721598
Serbian Orthodox	 2nd & 4th Sun. of the month. 10 am, followed 

by luncheon, tea, coffee, cakes (cost $20). 
1184 Peats Ridge Rd, Peats Ridge

Kariong Community Baptist Church	 Sundays @ 9.30am Church & Kid’s 
Program, Kariong Neighbourhood Centre, 
10 Langford Drive, Kariong. Email: pastor@
kariongchurch.org; Web: kariongchurch.org

Restitution Ministries	 10am every Saturday, Mangrove Mountain
Independent SDA Church	 Union Church.
YOUTH
Girl Guides - Kooree Guide Cabin	 Junior Girl Guides 5-10, 5.00pm - 6.30pm,
Mondays in school term	 Girl Guides 10-15, 6.00pm -7.30pm 

Contact 0417451764 for further information
Scouts, Cubs & Venturers	 Cubs meet 6.30pm – 8.30pm Wednesdays
Peats Ridge Scout Hall	 Scouts meet 7.00pm – 9.00pm Tuesdays
	 Venturers meet 7.00pm – 9.00pm Mondays 

Contact 0460 696 941
HISTORICAL
Brisbane Waters Historical Society	 25-27 Henry Kendall St., West Gosford, Ph: 

4325 2270. www.henrykendallcottage.org.au
Dharug &Lower Hawkesbury	 Last Sat of month. All welcome, contact Jan
Historical Society Inc.	 Kofron 0405321478 jankofron@optusnet.com.au
First Fleeters Central Coast Chapter	 2nd Sat of the month, 10.00am for 10.30, 

Point Clare Hall (except Jan & Dec). Contact 
Margaret 0409467710 or Gavin 0406645842.

The Pearl Beach Aboriginal History Group	 3rd Fri of month 7.30pm Pearl Beach. Peggy 
0411754577 pbaboriginalhistory@gmail.com

Wyong District Museum &	 Sun to Thurs, 10am-2pm, other times by appt.
Historical Society	 43521886 or info@alisonhomestead.com.au.  

website: www.alisonhomestead.com.au
ACTIVITY/HOBBY
Carnival Glass Club	 Meetings held every three months. Central 

Coast, Newcastle, Sydney. Ring 0447723956 
or 0448390077 for details.

Central Coast Junior Motorcycle Club Inc.	 Meeting dates: ccjuniormotorcycleclub.org.au, 
FB:  “Central Coast Junior Motorcycle Club 
Official”. David Smith 0412 506 503

Coastal Communicators Toastmasters	 1st & 3rd Thurs of month, 6:45pm to 8:45pm 
at Doyalson-Wyee RSL. Debbie 0421216952

Saturday Craft Group/Spining	 2nd Sat of the month Somersby Hall (10am to
and bobbin lace	 2pm) cost $5 per person Carmen 0434071305
Yarn group (knit, crochet etc)	 Third Sun 2pm, Angels Sussurri Yarramalong. 

Contact Kerry Watson  0404059167
HALL BOOKINGS
Kulnura Hall	 Contact Central Coast Council.
Mangrove Mountain Hall	 Hall bookings Ryan Howard 0405416289
Mangrove Mountain Union Church & Hall	 Church & Hall bookings 0412669649 

mmucsecretary@outlook.com
Somersby Hall and Mountain Districts	 Hall bookings: 0413 359 655 
Culture and Heritage Centre	                           or AH 4373 1488
Wyong Creek Hall	 791 Yarramalong Road, Wyong Creek 

wyongcreekhall@gmail.com Ph 0448812002.
Yarramalong school of Arts / Hall		 yarramalonghall.bookings@gmail.com

REGULAR ACTIVITIES & MEETINGS (cont’d)
Pre-Sale Inspection Day:
Saturday 18th July 2026 – 10:30am
Sale Day:
Saturday 1st August 2026 – 1:00pm

Boambee Angus Annual Bull & 
Female Sale

Sale: 7th August 2026 commencing 
at 1pm interfaced with Auctions Plus

On property at:
“Sinclair’s Point” 248 East Seaham 

Road, East Seaham NSW 2324

A friendly reminder that we are often 
in the area seeing clients and looking 
at their livestock and if you would like 
us to call in be sure to give us a call.

Like and share our Facebook page!

Keep up to date with bowelidbury.
com.au

Michael Easy & Rodney McDonald
Bowe & Lidbury

52 Kyle Street, Rutherford, NSW 2320
P: 02 4932 7066
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GALE’S CITRUS - Bagged Citrus trees in 

various sizes available ph. 4372 1408  or mobile 
0421 196 631

———————————

FOR   SALE

WATER LICENCE Kulnura Mangrove 
Mountain Ground water source 30 Megs, open 
to offers, call 0407761375

———————————

HILUX UTE. 2019. SR 4x4 diesel Auto, 
Double Cab. Only 54,000km. Includes bull bar, 
tow bar and well cover. Never been off road, 
always serviced and garaged. Rego to 19/8/26. 
Colour- Graphite. Excellent condition bar 2 
minor dents on body. One owner since new. 
Located at Somersby. $48,500. Please phone or 
text 0408 669165.

———————————
2 Waratah Road, Mangrove Mountain

The Mangrove Mountain and 
Districts Community Group Inc. aims 
to represent our local rural community 
at all levels of government and supports 
initiatives that benefit our local area, 
its residents and the environment. The 
group is the custodian of  the historic 
Mangrove Mountain Hall, which is a 
vital hub for the community, hosting a 
wide range of activities and connecting 
our region.
July General Meeting

This month, twelve of us met in our 
historic hall, to discuss issues affecting 
our community.
• Our June markets that were part 

of the Harvest Festival, were the most 
successful ever, with more than 2,500 
attendees! This made for very happy 
stall holders…and a huge effort in 
cleaning up. We always need helpers 
to help clean up at the end of each 
market.
• We have started planning for the 

Hall’s centenary celebrations which 

will be held in April next year. A 
timeline of memories across the 
decades is one thing we are planning 
and asking for all your input. 
• A group of us is meeting with our 

West ward Councillors to help us write 
a strong submission to Council’s Draft 
Strategic Planning Statement, which is 
due 24th July.
• Council’s Development Officer for 

disaster resilience will be meeting with 
us to tell us how Council can help us 
prepare and recover.
• We are in the process of applying 

for various grants including from 
our own Country Fair to Council, 
State government and the private 
sector. These grants will be spent on 
making our community safer and more 
functional as well as having some fun.
• Remember - our Hall is for hire – 

see the back page of the Community 
News.

Our next meeting will be held on 
Thursday, 6th August at 7pm at the 
Mangrove Mountain Hall.

See you there!
Poppe Zouroudis

Secretary

ESSE 1000 WOOD COOKER.  Brand new, 
unopened, still wrapped on pallet. Satin Black 
with Wetback. Includes extras. Price $17,000

Mobile 0407258281
———————————

GENERATOR Kohler Power System Model 
KD88-DEC 1000 (Silenced). John Deere 
405 Engine. Used as standby unit Approx 20 
hours of work. As new condition. $20.000. Ph 
0407258287

Council 
introducing 

faster process 
to assess DA’s

Central Coast Council is accelerating 
development assessments with the 
introduction of a new Accelerated 
Development Application (ADA) 
process launched on 1 July 2026. 

A range of development application 
improvements are currently underway, 
including the recruitment of additional 
planners and streamlined assessment 
processes to deliver faster, more 
efficient outcomes.

As well as these improvements, 
Council has launched the new ADA 
process with the aim to significantly cut 
assessment times for eligible proposals. 
This process has been modelled on the 
successful implementation of a similar 
scheme by the City of Newcastle.

Under the new ADA process, 
applicants who submit well-prepared 
information up front, their applications 
will undergo a quick eligibility check 
before being fast-tracked through the 
new process - helping Council to deliver 
faster decisions for straightforward 
proposals.

By speeding up well-prepared 
eligible applications, the ADA process 
will also allow Council planners to 
focus on more complex developments, 
improving overall service and 
outcomes for the community.

Over the past 18 months, in the lead 
up to the new ADA process, Council has 
made significant progress in reducing 
development assessment backlogs, 
with the number of outstanding DAs 
reducing from a peak of 1,099 to 652 
(as at end May 2026). In addition, the 
number of legacy applications (those 
older than 12 months) has fallen by 
63%, from a peak of 186 applications to 
68, representing the lowest level since 
October 2022. These improvements 
have been achieved through targeted 
process reforms, additional resources 
and a strong focus on clearing older 

applications.
Mayor of the Central Coast, Lawrie 

McKinna said the ADA initiative was 
a welcome innovation that will help 
to enable growth and build stronger 
communities. 

For more information about the 
ADA process search ‘Accelerated 
Development’ Applications (ADA)’ at 
centralcoast.nsw.gov.au

Central Coast Council
Media Release
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MISTY MOUNTAIN RURAL 
CONTRACTORS - Earthworks, Irrigation, 
all services available Ph  43530990  or  
0418221495

———————————

PEST CONTROL - Servicing the local 
area. A.T.S. Pest Control Services Phone 

Tony 4373 1157 Mob: 0427 731 157
SERVICES AVAILABLE

OOST Painting Contractors - Lic 71725C 
Quality & cleanliness assured.

For a free quote call David 4356 1449 or 
0417 234 094. Yarramalong Local

HORSE RUG REPAIRS - reliable prompt 
service. Pick-up & drop-off available for large 
quantities. Ph 0405 620 394

———————————

ALL COVERS & CANVAS WORK!
Boats, Vehicles & Horse floats re-trimmed, 

cover & horse rug repairs, no job too small! 
Servicing the mountains & the valleys. Call Alan 
on 0414 993 669 or Louise on 0410 646 200. 
located at Yarramalong Road Wyong Creek.

REAL   ESTATE

These  columns  will  be  set  aside  each  issue  for residents  to  advertise  inexpensively  and 
effectively  in  their  own  local  paper.   If you  have anything you  wish to sell, buy, swap, etc., ring 
4374 1039 or 0412 669 649 during office hours. Rates start at $4.00.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

AGISTMENT

WANTED

BRICKLAYING  & Render repairs. Adrian 
0408347737. Lic 98665C

———————————

SERVICES AVAILABLE

AIRCONDITIONING,       BUILDING, 
CARPENTRY - Local service, 14yrs experience 
in aircon, 22yrs experience in building & 
carpentry. Call Ken 0412 842 920

———————————

LAURIE DOUGLASS PLUMBING
Plumber, Drainer, Gasfitter, Roofer -  
Ph 4373 1257   Mob 0407 008 488

———————————

HORSE AGISTMENT AVAILABLE. Full 
care. Group and individual paddocks with 
shelters. Full size sand dressage arena, grass 
jumping arena. Located walking distance to 
Peats Ridge Village and Café. Call Bronte 
0428603849

HORSE BURIALS
Specialising in the on-site burial  of your 

precious horse. Ph Craig 0411 2888 12

OLD BATTERIES, will pickup,  phone 0413 
975 107

TOWN ‘N COUNTRY FLOOR SANDING  
& POLISHING New & old floor boards, 
parquetry, verandahs, stairs, walls ceilings, re-
coating, staining & painting ect..free quote ph 
Stuart 0400076261 in services available.

———————————

HEALTH & FITNESS

ALL TERRAIN SLASHING
Track mounted slasher/mulcher and excavator 

mounted flail mower. Sloping land, fire breaks, 
hazard reduction of low vegetation, (lantana,etc)  
fence line clearing, broad acre slashing. Free 
quotes. Bliss Earthworx 0409456003

———————————

METAL PATIOS, INSULATED ROOFS & 
Carport Builder. Custom made awnings, Decks, 
Carports & Sunrooms 0420906499

——————————— TRY SOMETHING NEW!
CERAMIC CLASSES AT FOXEY STUDIO-
Mangrove Mtn. Slow down, connect and be 

creative - bond through the clay and enjoy the 
present moment. BOOK NOW: foxeystudio.
com.au or ask any Questions: foxeystudio@

gmail.com
———————————

LEVEL 2 QHHT Practitioner, Soul Speak 
Practitioner and Holistic Household Cleansing 
Consultant. For further info call Sharyn on 0408 
967 507, email to shazzaunitt@protonmail.com 
or visit www.soul-speak-healing.com

EXPERIENCE TRANSFORMATIVE HEALING 
through energy medicine. Supportive sessions for 
people & animals to restore balance & explore 
the root cause of issues. Peta - Spirit Ignition 
email:spiritignition77@gmail.com

PILATES MAT CLASS -  Wed 6pm and Thur 
11am, Union Church Hall, Mangrove Mountain. 
All levels welcome. Private reformer also 
offered. Call Melanie 0405 453 374

SLIDING DOOR REPAIR
We fix glass sliding doors; Screen doors, 

windows, bi-folds; Remesh doors and screens
Offer carpentry services. Fully insured. Please 

call Heath for a free quote. 0494197908
———————————

WALL & FLOOR tiling, ceramic, travertine, 
limestone, granite. Free quotes. Licenced. Phone 
John 0411 851 417

———————————

KELLY’S KLEANING SERVICE. Cleaning 
the mountain & the coast. Please call Kelly on 
0420541196

———————————

PRIVATE LAND SALE - $765K No agents. 
35acres. Spencer area - Hawkesbury area. Off 
grid, public road access. Text owner only 0427 
066 384

ROBS RELIABLE ROOF REPAIRS
All Roof Repairs and Maintenance, Insurance 

work, ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED. 
Lic 120959C, Call: Robert Pridmore 0414329339 
robsroofing.rp@gmailcom

———————————
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