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STOP !
Next issue Published

4th April 2025
** DeaDline **
** 28th Feb ‘25 **
Send adverts & copy by
email, website or post.
Email, website, FB or 
phone for enquiries

When you think there’s no 
hope left, remember the 
lobsters in the tank in the 

Titanic’s restaurant.
- Sarcasm League -

ANZAC 
CommemorAtioN 

ServiCe
Sunday 13th april 2024 

2pm
afternoon Tea served 

afterwards
all welcome
Held at the 

Mangrove Mountain 
Memorial Club limited

RDa Central Coast
Annual General Meeting on 

Tuesday 25th March. It will start 
promptly at 7pm at our Centre in 
Kangoo Rd Somersby (Cnr Frank 

Rd).
Linda Bower 
Secretary 🐎

Everyone is welcome to a meeting to 
consider the issues around older people 
remaining in rural areas. Do you have 
any ideas as to what can happen to 
achieve a realistic solution to the 
obstacles. What are the advantages and 
disadvantages?

A meeting will be held in the hall 
next door to Doctor Anand’s surgery in 
Nurses Rd, Central Mangrove at 5pm 
on the 27th March.

The community health engagement 
officer will be attending. I have also 
invited the local State and Federal 
members when I could make contact.

Please, if you have anything you 
particularly want discussed contact 

me so it can be put on the agenda. My 
phone number is 02 49988198. If you 
leave a message I will return the call.

It is anticipated we will become 
the third and final “advisory hub” to 
Central Coast Government and health.

Clara Jones

[Ed: The Australian Government’s  
Australian Institute of Health and 
Welfare found:

►1 in 3 Australians aged 65 and over 
live in rural and remote areas.
►1 in 3 older Australians with a 
disability live in rural and remote 
areas.]

Meeting to discuss issues around 
Ageing in Rural Areas
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Pg 2 Support For 
Central CoaSt 

MuMS and BaBieS
The Albanese Government is 

working with the New South Wales 
Government to ensure expectant 
mothers and their babies on the 
Central Coast continue to have access 
to essential maternity services.

The Albanese Government will 
provide $10 million to the NSW 
Government so public hospitals 
can manage the expected increase 
in demand for maternity services 
following Healthe Care’s decision 
to stop providing the only private 
maternity services in the region at 
Gosford Private Hospital.

The funding will support upgrades 
to improve maternity services at 

Central Coast Hospitals (Gosford and 
Wyong), along with workforce support 
and training.

It will ensure Central Coast mothers 
get the local care they need at this 
important time in their lives.

The demand for maternity services 
on the Central Coast is significant and 
sustained.

This funding will improve both 
capacity and capability of the local 
hospitals to provide such services.

It is incumbent on private health 
insurers and private hospitals to come 
together to find solutions to these 
issues in the interests of patients.

In the meantime, Gosford public 
hospital offers world class maternity 
facilities and the same high-quality 
care based on clinical need.

Assistant Minister McBride, 
Member for Dobell said “I worked 
at Wyong Hospital for a decade and 

know how important access to quality 
healthcare services are for our growing 
community.

“This funding demonstrates 
the Federal Labor Government’s 
commitment to making sure women 
and families on the Central Coast have 
maternity services close to home.”

Dr Gordon Reid, Member for 
Robertson said “It is absolutely critical 
that women have access to maternity 
services here on the Central Coast.

“Women in our region deserve and 
should expect world class maternity 
care, close to where they live”.

Minister Butler said “Our funding 
will restore certainty and support for 
women and their babies at this crucial 
time, making it easier for them to get 
the local care they need without having 
to leave their community.

Ryan Park, Regional Health Minister 
said “The Minns Labor Government 
welcomes this contribution to 
maternity services up and down the 
central coast.

Joint media release from the offices of
Mark Butler MP

Minister For Health And Aged Care
Ryan Park MP

NSW Minister For Regional Health
Emma Mcbride MP

Assistant Minister For Mental Health And 
Suicide Prevention

Assistant Minister Rural & Regional Health
Dr. Gordon Reid MP

Federal Member For Robertson
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Mangrove 
Mountain 

and Districts 
Community 

Group
March meeting and aGM – 6th 

March 2025

Sixteen members and two visitors 
attended this month’s community 
group meeting and AGM.

We started with the general meeting, 
then paused at 8.04pm to run our 
Annual General Meeting. Ryan read  
the president’s report where he noted 
the many positive things that have 
happened including a new deck and 
toilets for the hall. He also spoke of 
the success of the monthly markets. 
Pam read the treasurer’s report, and it 
was good to hear that the balance is the 
healthiest it has been for many years.

Peter Comensoli attended as the 
returning officer and after declaring all 
positions vacant, announced the new 
committee :-
President:  Ryan Howard
Vice President: Claire Podlich
Secretary:  Kaye Pointer
Treasurer:  Neil Harvey
Ordinary members: Pam Howard, 

Justin Wood, Poppe Zouroudis
Public Officer: Claire Podlich
Hall booking officer: Ryan Howard

Thank you, Peter, for your support. 
We look forward to a positive year 
making good things happen for our 
Mangrove Mountain and Districts 
community.

We then continued with the general 
meeting and discussed many things:-

The cost of insurance for the •	
Mangrove Mountain Hall has 

Application for Appointment of Board Members

Dooralong Community (R1001059) Reserve Land Manager
Ever wondered who is responsible for keeping Crown reserves operating?
Countless facilities like showgrounds, local halls and parks are run by Statutory 
Land Manager Boards, made up of people just like you. People who understand 

the entire community.
Your role as a Board Member is voluntary, but the rewards of giving something 
back to the community are priceless.
We are looking for a good mix of people with a variety of skills, however, sound 

expertise would be a distinct advantage.
Don’t let this opportunity to do something for yourself and your community pass 
you by – contact us today. 
The Dooralong Community (R1001059) Reserve Land Manager manages the 

Community Purposes. The term of appointment will be for a period not 
exceeding 5 years.
Application for membership can be made via portal.crownland.nsw.gov.au
All applications are required to be lodged by 18 April 2025.

For further information contact Joanne Muddle on (02) 4937 9364 or go to  
reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au 

will be on Saturday, 15th March at 
9am. We will be mainly working on 
the gardens.
We are still liaising with Council •	
regarding the general condition of 
our	 roads	 and	 specifically	 asking	
for a reduction in the speed at Peats 
Ridge from 80km/hr to 60km/hr.

Our next meeting will be held on 
Thursday, 3rd April at 7.30pm at the 
hall. We will be making a wish list 
for the year. Do come and tell us what 
your wishes for this area are!

Please come and join this community 
group. We need more members so we 
can work together to ensure we look 
after and improve this beautiful part of 
the world.

Poppe Zouroudis

increased greatly. We voted to pay 
it.
The toilets near the hall are being •	
well used , especially on market 
days. They have been very smelly, 
and we called Council who cleaned 
them.	 Council’s	 plans	 for	 flushing	
toilets are in progress, so we should 
have good, clean toilets soon.
Council’s Music and Arts •	
Department are supporting us 
financially	to	run	the	2025	Blues	on	
The Mountain program. Look out 
for a fabulous International Blues 
Music Day in August! Ryan has 
beaten Sydney to book the BEST 
bands.
The	hall’s	 timber	floors	were	given	•	
a much-needed coat  during our last 
working bee. The next working bee 
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For Doctor Appointments:
Monday - Friday 9am- 5pm

Laverty Pathology Service
Available:

Monday to Friday 8:00 till 3:30
Saturday 8:30 till 12

1639 Nurses Road
Central Mangrove, 2250

02 4373 1914 

Medicare Bulk Billing

Dr. S. ANANDASIVAM
(ANAND)

MBBS, FRACGP, AMCC

Ripples Short Story 
Competition for Children

Our short story competition for 
the budding writers and dreamers of 
the Central Coast, NSW is now in its 
second year!

Students are encouraged to submit a 
short story, make some waves and go 
in the running to win prizes for both 
themselves and their submitting adult.

The Ripples Schools Program Story 
Competition is returning for another 
year of creative writing, imagination 
and literary challenge with some great 
prizes for entrants, their adult and their 
schools!

Celebrating the fifth anniversary 
of our Ripples Schools Program, our 
writing competition theme is centred 
around wood, the traditional five year 
anniversary gift. 

The theme of Into the Woods 

represents stepping into the unknown, 
perhaps the dangerous or the exciting.

What experience will send your 
student or child’s imagination 
soaring?

The Theme
For hundreds of years, woods 

have featured in literature, art and 
music. They are magical, forbidding, 
mysterious and places of peace and 
harmony with nature.

Your challenge is to create a •	
compelling story with your own 
interpretation of Into The Woods 
making	sure	to	incorporate	the	five	
given words.
Perhaps your character is lost. •	
Maybe	 they	 live	 in	 a	 tree,	 or	 find	
something unusual hidden amongst 
the leaves? Have they never seen a 
forest or the bush before? Or –  is the 
wood a metaphor for something else 
altogether?

Guidelines
This year is our fifth festival so we 

are celebrating FIVE!

Your entry:
is a short story with no chapters.•	
Is	 original	 fiction,	 written	 by	 one	•	
young person (not a group, not using 
AI)
is a narrative (not a rap, recount or •	
poem). 
is written for this competition only.•	
has a beginning, middle and end. •	

Avoid ending ‘to be continued’ or ‘it 
was all a dream’.
Has	included	these	five	words:	Five,	•	
olive, minute, thump, wood.

What the judges look for
All stories will be judged on the 

following criteria:
Characterisation•	
Structure (beginning, middle and •	
end.)
Plot•	
Originality•	
Language (Literary devices; •	
adjectives, verbs, similes, 
alliteration, onomatopoeia 
assonance, metaphors etc…), 
Enjoyment•	
Includes	the	given	five	words•	

Prizes
Main Prize package (The Ripples 
Ripper award)

Prize Total: Two. One each for 
grades 4-6 and 7-9

Total Prize Value: $700

Runner-Up (a Whale of a Tale 
award)

Prize Total: Two. One each for 
grades 4-6 and 7-9 

Runner-Up Prize Value (incl. GST) 
$150

Highly Commended Prize (Simply 
Swell award)

Prize Total: Two. One each for 
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Climate Update, 
Farmers and 

the Climate (The 
Impacts & the 

Policies We Need)
The changes in our weather 

associated with climate change are 
impacting on everyone’s cost of living. 
Not just through insurance costs, which 
in some areas are skyrocketing, but 
because extreme events are damaging 
crops and disrupting businesses. 
Cyclone Alfred is a typical example.

Richard Weller and the local 

so that they are able to make up their 
own minds as to what to do. “We try to 
give people a better understanding of 
the problem” said Richard. 

Please book your tickets through
h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /

climatefuturecentralcoast where you 
will find all the details on the evening. 

Climate Future
a committee of CEN

https://climatefuture.org.au
http://climatefuture.org.au

community group Climate Future 
are holding an information night at 
Mangrove Mountain Hall on Friday the 
4th April 6:30pm to present information 
and encourage discussion.

Besides a presentation by Richard, 
who is an expert on extreme events, 
there will be a Guest Speaker, Tony 
Lonergan, who is a retired farmer.

Tony will talk about the impacts 
of warming on farming and how we 
need to adapt to new weather patterns. 
After this Richard will follow up with 
a short talk including the latest news 
on the state of our climate, the reports 
of increasing extreme heatwaves, fires 
and floods and what the science calls 
for in the way of policies to tackle the 
problem.

Finally, there will be a panel 
discussion/question session to engage 
with the audience and investigate the 
expected impacts and what can be 
done.

Richard has been presenting on the 
climate issue around the Coast for 
more than 15 years. Climate Future 
aim to raise awareness of climate 
change in the community. People need 
to understand the facts of the climate 

grades 4-6 and 7-9
Highly Commended Prize Value 

(incl. GST) $50 

Timeline
Competition opens:  9:00am [AEST] •	
on Friday 28th March 2025
Competition closes: 8:00 pm Friday •	
9th May 2025. 
Prize	 Winners	 notified	 by	 Friday	•	
23rd May 2025.
Competition Announcement •	
Ceremony: Sunday 1st June 2025 
at the Ripples Family Fun Day in 
the Peninsula Recreation Precinct 
(Umina Beach).

For more information and to enter 
go to: https://wordsonthewaves.com.
au/ripples-short-story-competition/

Words on the Waves Writers Festival
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Pg 6 ARTS 
NEWS

The Wollombi Valley Arts Council 
encourages and fosters all kinds of 
artistic and cultural expression within 
the Wollombi Valley in order to 
support and promote artists and our 
community.

You are warmly invited to join the 
artists for refreshments to celebrate the 
exhibition opening at 4pm Saturday 22 
March

“This show features local artists - 
Dorothée Heibel, Amanda Broberg, 
Sandy Hudson, Stephanie Vella and 
Michelle Loadsman who created the 

Please visit our website www.
wollombi.org

What’s on at the Wollombi 
Cultural Centre

Our next exhibition...
‘WOLLOMBI CERAMIC GROUP’
22 March - 6th April, 
Open 10am - 4pm
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ceramics at the Wollombi School Arts 
Studio, under the guidance of Amanda 
Davies. This is a diverse, decorative, 
functional show featuring sculptural 
work, animal studies, both abstract and 
realistic, interior and exterior pieces.

Something for everyone and well 
worth the visit.”

The little Yengo Gallery
The Little Yengo Gallery was built 

and is maintained and run by volunteers 
to celebrate the rich Aboriginal 
history and culture of Wollombi and 
surrounding areas. The non-profit 
gallery displays an extensive range 
of Aboriginal paintings, artworks and 
artefacts. The proceeds from the sale of 
the works, minus a small administrative 
fee, go directly to the artists.

Wollombi means ‘meeting place’, 
our totem is the waterhen. Please come 
and learn the waterhen story and meet 
the artists. New volunteers and artists 
are welcome.

Visit https://www.wollombi.org/
little-yengo-gallery for our online 
gallery.

Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc 
c/o General Store, Wollombi 2325
Email: artscouncil@wollombi.org 

Web:  www.wollombi.org

Ceramic work by Michelle Loadsman

Green car panel with copper work - 
Gavin Barlow
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Pg 8 Fairview 
Heritage Tours

Fairview is a heritage-listed 
traditional homestead at Dubbo Gully.  
It is well known for its magnificent 
setting and the central role it played 
in the life of the Mangrove Creek 
community and the Central Coast for 
over 100 years.

The mission of the Fairview 
Homestead Association is to protect 
and restore Fairview Homestead, to 
celebrate the historical and cultural 
significance of the Mangrove Creek 
community and to preserve that 
heritage for future generations.

To coincide with the Mangrove 
Mountain Markets, we plan to offer 
4WD car excursions to Fairview 
Homestead on:
•	Sunday	June	1st
•	Sunday	July	6th
•	Sunday	August	3rd
On the way to Fairview Homestead, 

we will stop at St Thomas’ Cemetery 
and various other locations of interest.  
You will discover the fascinating 
history of the region and the central 
importance of Mangrove Creek for the 
survival of the early colony.  There will 
be tales of settlement, survival, secrets 
and skulduggery.  The car excursion 
will suit anyone with an interest in the 
heritage of the area.

Above: St.Thomas Cemetery
Below: Aerial view
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Numbers on each trip are strictly 
limited and open to new and existing 
members of the Association.  Early 
registration is advised.

For details, to book a place, or to 
become a member, please email Donna 
at secretary@fairviewhomestead.com.
au — come and join us.

Dr. Matt Lohmeyer, President
Fairview Homestead Association Inc.

president@fairviewhomestead.com.au
0431 664 550

| |
| |

|
|

OPEN 7 DAYS
40 YEARS LOCAL

02 4323 1933   |   www.vcdental.com.au

NEW PATIENTS

No Gap $290

OFFERS (all patients)
Free
Free
Free

No Gap $99

FINANCE
bulk bill

Zip Pay Zip Money
SuperCare

This year, your Westpac Rescue  
Helicopter Service celebrates 50  years 
of operations. Did you know our first 
aircraft, the Bell 47, best known for its 
plexiglass ‘bubble’ cabin, could carry 
a pilot and two additional passengers 
however the patient was on a stretcher 
outside of the cabin, with a breezy 
but perfect view of the spinning rotor 
above their head.
Pre-Hospital emergencies

Early intervention and stabilisation 
as well as rapid transport helps to save 
lives. The Westpac Rescue Helicopter 
is called to Pre-Hospital emergencies 

when patients are hard to access, their 
condition is time critical or if they 
cannot be accessed by ground based 
emergency services. The aeromedical 
capability of the helicopter along with 
its endurance and speed enable the 
Helicopter Critical Care Medical Team, 
to access patients in any environment 
to deliver the highest level of care.

The medical team is trained and 
equipped to conduct specialised 

insertion and extraction techniques in 
remote and hard to access locations. 
Rapid response, access, stabilisation 
and extrication increases the chance of 
positive outcomes for critically ill or 
injured patients.

These types of missions can include 
motor vehicle, industrial, farming, 
aviation, boating and misadventure 
accidents, as well as injuries sustained 
at home.
Volunteer

There are so many different ways 
to volunteer and we appreciate every 
person who gives their time to help us 
save lives.

If you can spare one day a week, 
month or year you will have the 
chance to meet new people and make 
a difference. Start your volunteer 
journey today by applying online or 
contact your local Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter base on 1800 155 155.
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DAM & CHANNEL CONSTRUCTION, REPAIR & CLEARING
PRIVATE ROAD/DRIVEWAY CONSTRUCTION & REPAIR

GENERAL EXCAVATIONS & CLEARING

ATTACHMENTS:
RANGE OF BUCKETS & AUGERS
GRAB - HAMMERS - RIPPER
PULVERISER - MULCHING HEAD
POWERRAKE - SLASHER

20 TONNE EXCAVATORS
25 & 30 TONNE DUMP TRUCKS
LONGREACH EXCAVATOR (16m)
SKIDSTEER & ROLLERS
30 TONNE LOW LOADER, TRUCK & DOGS

E hunterearthmoving@bigpond.com
Wayne Hunter - 0431 761 338

“4th Generation of Earthmoving
on the Mountain”

Kulnura 
and Districts 
Garden Club:

March 2025

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to US! No, not 
Mr Trump the USa President of weird 
capitalisations on social media, but to 
US - the Kulnura And Districts Garden 
Club.  This month our meeting was 
at the Somersby Hall (after a quick 
relocation due to impending rain-it 
was to be at our member Sue’s garden 
but our committee feared we would 
be washed away), and we celebrated 
our 45th year of existence. Lots of 
laughs, a bring-a-plate morning tea, 
a delicious toffee birthday cake, and 
sharing of a wide variety of plants, 
seeds and cuttings.  True to our 
membership of The Garden Clubs of 
Australia ( gardenclubs.org.au ) and its 
motto “Friendship Through Gardens”, 
we celebrated our friendships and love 
all things to do with gardens. 

Helen M did a sterling job of running 
the birthday meeting with great 
humour and efficiency. Fortunately her 
husband Ross M was told not to come 
in his ‘birthday suit’ after he suggested 
he might, as World Naked Gardening 
Day isn’t until May!

Glynnis G gave a thoroughly 

researched speech about the club’s 
history which walked our members 
down memory lane, highlighting the 
things our garden club has achieved 
to date (we will share excerpts of this 
in future Community News articles).  

Did you know for example that our 
club was a key player in protecting and 
preserving the Gymea Lily for future 
generations? Elaine S, being one of 
our founding members, had lots of 
interesting facts and memories to add 

Lesley & Sue with the wall hanging
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to the conversation.
Sue W was awarded life membership 

for 45 years of club membership, 
including many years of being a 
committee member and always 
contributing a lot of knowledge, 
friendship and laughter.

Lesley N sold lots of raffle tickets as 
well as donated our lucky door prize 
- a fantastic 45 year Birthday wall 
hanging (which appropriately was won 
by Sue W, and we guarantee the ticket 
out of a hat selection process was NOT 
rigged and is at least as secure as the 
USA Presidential election system!).

Our competition entries this month 
included tomatoes, beans, persimmons, 
pumpkins, lettuce, dahlias, tibouchina, 
and natives. Members also displayed 
various birthday items including 
cards, birthday flowers, posies, and 
paintings.

Back at home in our garden during 
March, grapes, eggplant, broccoli, 
parsley and coriander are being planted; 
dahlias, zinnias and the crepe myrtle 
continue to flower beautifully and the 
resplendent purple tibouchina flowers 
are coming out, and raspberries, 
tomato, okra, basil and the last of the 
cucumbers are being harvested. With 
the cyclonic conditions to our north 
the rains and rapidly varying weather 
conditions are keeping us challenged, 
with the mowers getting a good work-
out.

An interesting garden-related book 

is Robert Penn’s “The man who 
made things out of trees”. This south 
Wales based journalist and writer 
has chronicled his harvesting an 
ash tree, and then travelling far and 
wide to discover ancient traditions, 
skills and knowledge of how to use 
ash tree timber to make all sorts of 
things including furniture, arrows and 
baseball bats.  Reading this is inspiring 
us to plant some more ash trees on our 
property.

Being enjoyed with the morning 
coffee is @byrongrows YouTube 
channel.  Byron Austin is the founder 
of Food-Forestry.com, an agroforestry 
practitioner dedicated to growing 
thriving food forests and helping 

people reconnect with the natural 
world, growing food and trees in ways 
that regenerate the planet. His videos 
give excellent information about 
syntropic growing, permaculture and 
food forest design and management, 
and give us great inspiration for how 
we garden and grow.

Our next meeting will be on Monday 
14th April.  We welcome new members 
and visitors to Kulnura and Districts 
Garden Club.  

Please email kulnuradgc@gmail.
com for information about meetings, 
membership, or any other questions.

Getoutintothegardenandenjoy!
Dooralong Dave

Glynnis speaking on the clubs history

the springs

COME IN AND TRY WHAT'S NEW AT THE SPRINGS!

OPEN FOR LUNCH - THURSDAY TO SUNDAY

Open for monthly dinners - 
Saturday 22nd March 2025

Saturday 10th May 2025
Stayed tuned for more dates on our website! 

1080 Peats Ridge Road, Peats Ridge 2250

FRESH FLAVOURS, BOLD BITES, AND
YOUR NEXT FAVOURITE DISH -  

Now Serving!

NEW MENU
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We Earnestly Anticipate Your 

Company...
Wyong Drama Group proudly 

presents The Importance of Being 
Earnest, by Oscar Wilde - a trivial play 
for serious people.

The Importance of Being Earnest by 
Oscar Wilde, first performed in 1895, 
is a comedic play that satirises the 
conventions and manners of Victorian 
society.

The subtitle of the play, A Trivial 
Comedy for Serious People, aptly 
captures Wilde’s tongue-in-cheek take 
on the cultural milieu to which he was 
subject.

Set in England during the late 19th 
century, the play follows the lives 
of two young men, Jack Worthing 
and Algernon Moncrieff, who adopt 
fictional identities to escape social 
obligations. Jack invents a brother 
named Ernest, while Algernon creates 
an invalid friend named Bunbury. The 
plot unfolds with mistaken identities, 
clever wordplay, and humorous social 

commentary.
Directed by Vivienne McLaren and 

starring talent from across the Central 
Coast, Newcastle and even Hobart, this 
ensemble is preparing a real treat for 
the senses with this latest production. 
A mischief-filled, confounding 
experience - it’s sure to tickle your 
fancies!

Join us on Opening Night, 4th April, 
for a special Gala Night event! Dress 
up in your fanciest garb and spend a 
special night out at the theatre; as well 
as mingling with the cast after the 
show!

The play runs from 4th April to 12th 
April at Red Tree Theatre. Tickets 
are limited, so don’t miss out on your 
chance to see this literary classic for 
yourself!

Tickets On Sale Now:
ht tps : / / r ed t ree thea t re . sa l e s .

ticketsearch.com/sales/sales
Wyong Drama Group

info@wyongdramagroup.com.au
Red Tree Theatre

160 - 162 Pacific Highway, Tuggerah,

MOUnTain DiSTRiCTS
CHRiSTian CHURCH inC.

nOTiCe OF aGM
The Annual General Meeting

to be held on Sunday 13th April 
2025

at 11am (after the Church Service) 
in

the Union Church Meeting Hall, at
2154 Wisemans Ferry Road,

Mangrove Mountain.
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ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK  
  Truck & Chipper 

 Cherry Picker 
 Excavator 
 Forestry Mower 

Tim - 0412 985 422 or tijanotreeco@gmail.com 

Local Arborist, friendly & 
experienced team. Insured 

“Stations of the Cross” on 
Fridays at 5pm during Lent

Next Mass is the 12th April 4pm

BuCketty’S 
da

I am a local Bucketty resident in my 
10th year, who last month attended 
my first council meeting. It was quite 
enlightening to see how the process 
works.

My reason for attending this meeting 
was to follow the progress of the 
Bucketty Brewery’s DA, a hot topic 
for the local residents of Ward A.

As you would expect, there are 
usually two sides to all DAs - those 
who agree with the proposal and those 
who don’t.

At the council meeting, both parties 
had a three-minute opportunity to make 
their case before the councillors made 
their final decision. On this occasion, 
the application was deferred until the 
next council meeting.

I am the closest resident to the 
proposed brewery/café - I live on Road 
5.

I am looking forward to the approval 
of this DA because I will be able to 
walk up the road to socialize, have a 
meal, and enjoy a cold beer, as will 
other residents of Bucketty. At present, 
we must drive a minimum of 40–50 
km round trip in either direction just to 
do the same.

If Bucketty residents wish to have 
a social occasion or celebration with 
other members of the community, they 
must all endure a minimum round trip 
of 40–50 km.

Also, what a thought —that members 
of the local RFS brigade, on certain 
occasions after finishing their training 
or returning from a callout, would be 
able to have a social drink to relax 
away from the fire station!

Tourists travelling to the Hunter 
Valley wineries along this 53 km stretch 
of road between Kulnura and Laguna 
would be able to take a break, have a pit 
stop, grab something to eat, and enjoy 
some of the bushland walking trails to 
stretch their legs. Bucketty is the first 

ward in the Cessnock municipality and 
is very worthy of a stopover.

Over the past several years, many 
properties in Bucketty have changed 
hands, with new residents moving into 
the area. This development would give 
newcomers the opportunity to invite 
friends and family to a place where 
they can experience all that Bucketty 
has to offer.

With respect to those who believe 
this proposal will take away from the 
natural beauty of Bucketty, I believe it 

will do the opposite—it will highlight 
and share our beautiful bushland, our 
birds, our wallabies, and, if you’re 
lucky, you might even see a koala.

This country has been built on the 
back of Australians having a go, and 
this proposal embodies that spirit.

I urge anyone reading this letter who 
believes in the principles that build 
communities to please send an email 
to the council or call and speak to your 
local councillor. 

Roger Danne
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Pg 14 Weeds of 
Concern

Sticky nightshade
Solanum sisymbriifolium

Sticky nightshade is an introduced 
weed that is native to South America.

How does this weed affect you?
Sticky nightshade is an invasive 

plant that:
competes with crops and pastures•	
prevents native plants from •	
growing
has sharp prickles which can injure •	
people, pets, livestock and native 
animals
can	 make	 harvesting	 difficult	 (for	•	
example in vineyards).

Poisioning
Sticky nightshade contains steroidal 

glycoalkaloids toxins. It is suspected 
to have caused cattle deaths in the 
Greater Sydney Region.

Top left: Sticky nightshade fruit is bright 
red (Marita Sydes, Local Land Service);
Top right: Sticky nightshade may have 
white, pale blue or mauve petals (Eleena 

Markcrow, NSW DPIRD);
Left: Sticky nightshade in flower (Marita 

Sydes, Local Land Services)
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What does it look like?
Sticky nightshade is an erect plant to 

1.5 m high. Most of the plant is hairy 
and covered in very sharp prickles. It 
is an annual or short-lived perennial. 
Multiple, severe frosts may kill the 
above ground parts of the plant but 
it will reshoot from rhizomes in 
spring. It can flower within 5 weeks 
of germination or regrowth from 
rhizomes. Flowering is usually during 
spring and summer.
leaves are:

sticky•	
green to yellowish on both sides•	

Prickles are:
yellow to red and sometimes brown •	
on older prickles
1–10 mm long•	
on stems, leaves (top and bottom), •	
leaf stalks and at the base of 
flowers.

Flowers are:
white or pale bluish-purple•	
star shaped with 5 petals that curve •	
backwards and bright yellow anthers 
in the centre
present spring to summer•	

Fruit are:
round berries, bright red when ripe•	
15–20 mm diameter.•	

Stems are:
erect•	
green to purplish brown in colour.•	

Roots:
are extensive•	
produce horizontal underground •	
stems known as rhizomes

How does it spread?
By Seed

birds and foxes eating ripe fruit and •	
excreting viable seeds
dead branches with fruit blowing •	
along the ground dispersing seed
water	 as	 the	 fruit	 floats	 and	 can	•	
be carried in runoff, rivers and 
streams
slashers•	
movement of contaminated soil and •	
fodder
movement of soil on cultivation and •	
earthmoving equipment.

By plant parts
Sticky nightshade can grow from 

root or rhizome fragments. Branches 
develop roots where they touch moist 
soil. The plant fragments are spread 
by:
•	contaminated	soil
•	cultivation	equipment
•	earth	moving	equipment.

Control
early detection

Check for plants regularly because 
sticky nightshade can flower within 5 
weeks from sprouting.
Manual

Chip or dig out small plants 
and remove all of the roots. Wear 
appropriate protective clothing, boots 
and gloves to avoid injury from the 
prickles.
Chemical

Spray plants according to the labels 
and permit for effective control. 
Thoroughly spray all leaves and stems 
and spray the plant from all sides if 
possible.

Spraying will kill the plant but not 
the viable seeds. Remove the fruit from 
each plant and dispose of appropriately 
to avoid adding to the seed bank in the 
soil.

For more information go to:
https:/ /weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/

Weeds/Stickynightshade

DPI NSW WeedWise

Sticky nightshade can sprout from 
small rhizome fragments (Kevin 
Watling, Castlereagh Macquarie County 

Council)



16

Pg 16 RURAL FIRE SERVICES
Bucketty RFS      Weekend Training 3rd Sat, 9am-12 pm, breakfast 8.30am
                             Station Maintenance Every Thurs as required, generally 10am-1pm
                             General Meeting 3rd Sat in even months, at 1pm, All welcome
 bucketty@lowerhunterrfs.com.au 4998 8130
Calga-Mt. White RFS General meeting 3rd Mon of the month, 7.30pm all welcome
                                    Training Every Monday 6.30 except public holidays
																																				Information	&	updates	Facebook.com/calga/mtwhiteruralfirebrigade/
                                    Contact Captain.calgamtwhite@ccrfs.org.au - Zack 

Winslade.
Kulnura VBFB               General meeting 1st Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm
at Greta Rd Station         Training 3rd Wednesday of the month 7.00pm
Mangrove Mountain RFS General Meeting Last Wednesday of the month, 7 pm, 
Bloodtree Rd          Training / Maintenance All Wednesday’s except last of month, 7 pm
Spencer RFS    General Meeting  2nd Monday of the month Meeting 6.30pm
                         Training 3rd Monday 6:30pm
                         Maintenance 4th Monday 6:30pm
 E: captain-Spencer-vol@rfs.nsw.gov.au 0415 

668953. 4778 Wisemans Ferry Rd
Somersby RFS    General Meeting First Wed of the month 7.30pm at the Station
                            Training/Maintenance Every Wed night 7.30 at the Station (except 

before Wed general meeting)
Yarramalong RFS Information:  www.facebook.com/

YarramalongRuralFireBrigade/  
Phone contacts: 0406 360588 or 0418 280764 
Email:  volunteer@yarramalongrfs.org.au

COMMUNITY & SOCIAL
Central Coast Plateau Chamber of Commerce First Tuesday each month 7.00PM MMMC
Coastlink Friendship Group Wed 9.30am-2pm at the Health Centre, 

Nurses Rd, Central Mangrove
Country Women’s Association Second Wed of each month, at Somersby Hall
(Somersby) Wiseman’s Ferry Road, Somersby, contact  

Sue, 43721280 or 0407768000.
Country Women’s Association Third Monday of the month at Community
(Peats Ridge & District) Hall, Peats Ridge School. Any enquiries 

please contact Christine 0419 400163.
Country Women’s Association 2nd & 4th Tues of the month, 4-8pm at
(Mangrove Mountain Evening Branch) Mangrove Mtn Union Church, 2154 

Wisemans Ferry Rd, MMtn. General meeting 
6pm 2nd Tues. Ph Judy 43771728

Gosford North Inner Wheel club 2nd Wed each month 11am at Phillip House in 
Kariong. Contact: Glenis   Ph: 0400 486 760

Kulnura & District Garden Club Second Monday, 9.30 for 10am start. Jacqui 
Maxwell 0455364262 kulnuradgc@gmail.com

Kulnura Tuesday Tennis Tue 9.30am-12.30pm, Kulnura Tennis Courts. 
Enquiries: Alison Palmer 0427731548.

Ladies of the Valley Afternoon Tea 1st Tues, 1pm to 2.30 at Angels Sussurri Cafe 
Yarramalong. Margaret Dale 0411104770

Mangrove Singers 1st & 3rd Tue, 6.00 7.30pm at Mangrove Golf 
Club, enquiries - Kim  0401516501

Mangrove Mountain & Districts 1st Thurs of the Month, excl Jan. 7.30pm,
Community Group Mangrove Mtn Hall.
Mangrove Emergency Planning Contact: mepccinc@gmail.com, 0412669649
& Communications Committee
Mangrove Mountain Country Fair 3rd Thu of mth except Jan, 7pm, at The Hub
Committee Meeting  of Mangrove Mtn. Pres- Shane 0417 436 529
Mountain Districts Association (MDA) www.mountaindistrictsassociation.com.au 

secretary@mountaindistrictsassociation.com.au
Mountain District Football Club Meeting Second Tuesday of the Month 6.30pm at the 

Mangrove Memorial Club
Probus - West Gosford 2nd Thu. Ph Elaine Burrows 0412988353
River Cares for the Lower Hawkesbury President Marlee Maxwell
River District Email rivercaresinc@gmail.com
Rotary Club Meeting Friday 7.15am at Phillip House. 43404529
Spencer Community Progress Group Inc President Brad Maisey, Community Meetings, 

0436482201,  spencercpg2@gmail.com
Spencer Community Ladies Social Club Last Fri of month. 12.00 noon Spencer 

Community Centre, Jennifer Dayes 4377 1364
                                  Newsletter Articles to: spencercpg2@gmail.com
Wisemans Ferry Community Men’s Shed Tues & Sat, 9am-5pm. Contact: Alan Hunt 

4566 4626 or Adrian Acheson 0448 833 781
SPIRITUAL 
Anglican Service - Mountain Districts Every Sun 8am at Peats Ridge Scout Hall, 

Sunday School during school terms
Mangrove Mountain Union Church Trust Committee Meeting 3rd Monday, 7.30pm at 

the Mangrove Mountain Union Church Hall
Mangrove Mountain Christian Service 9.30am second and fourth Sundays. Mangrove 

Mountain Union Church
St Barnabas Christian Service Every Sunday, 9.30am. (Easter &
Yarramalong (Christmas Carols dates to be advised)

(cont’d next page)

REGULAR ACTIVITIES & MEETINGS liVeStoCk 
Market report

Maitland liveweight Cattle Sale
3rd March 2025

350 Cattle yarded today at Maitland. 
300 trade/yearling cattle and 50 
export.

Trade job remained firm. Export Job 
was cheaper on last week.

Restocker steers up to 250kg made •	
300c/kg to 456c/kg
250kg-300kg made 340c/kg to 434c/•	
kg
300kg to 380kg made 310c/kg to •	
400c/kg
Restocker Heifers up to 250kg made •	
250c/kg to 350c/kg
250kg-300kg made 270c/kg to 335c/•	
kg
300kg-380kg made 280c/kg to 340c/•	
kg
Yearling Steers to Feed made 330c/•	
kg to 375c/kg
Yearling Heifers to Feed made 280c/•	
kg to 340c/kg
Butcher Vealers made 330c/kg to •	
380c/kg
Cows Made 150c/kg to 280c/kg•	
Bullocks made 270c/kg to 310c/kg•	

Maitland liveweight Cattle Sale
17th February 2025

450 Cattle yarded today at Maitland. 
420 Trade/Yearling cattle and 30 
exports.

Trade job was firm to 15c stronger. 
Export job remained firm.

Restocker steers up to 250kg made •	
330c/kg to 465c/kg
250kg-300kg made 330c/kg to 425c/•	
kg
300kg to 380kg made 320c/kg to •	
406c/kg
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Catholic Service  - Central Mangrove Saturdays 5pm St. Dionysios Greek Orthodox 
Church, 21 Nurses Rd, Central Mangrove, 
Contact Nai Hereford 0405 558 669

                             - Spencer  Holy Trinty Church, 2nd Sat of the month 
4pm, Contact 0412 201 851 as times may 
change each month.

                             - Wollombi 2nd & 5th Sunday of the month, 4.30pm Mass 
at St Michael the Archangel, Wollombi.

                             - Yarramalong 1st Sunday each month, 11.15am St. Barnabas 
All welcome. Enq 0428 438577

Divine Retreat Centre Daily Holy Mass 8.00am to 8.30 am
 Last Sun, 9am-4pm, One Day Retreat. 

160 Hensons Road, Somersby Ph 0243721598
Serbian Orthodox 2nd & 4th Sun. of the month. 10 am, followed 

by luncheon, tea, coffee, cakes (cost $20). 
1184 Peats Ridge Rd, Peats Ridge

Kariong Community Baptist Church Sun @9.30am, Church & Kid’s Program, 
Philip House, Mt Penang Gardens, Chris 
Clarke email pastorkcbc@outlook.com

Restitution Ministries 10am every Saturday, Mangrove Mountain
Independent SDA Church Union Church.
YOUTH
Junior Girl Guides 5-10 Kooree Guide Cabin, 5.00pm – 6.30pm 

Mondays in school term,  
Girl Guides 10-15 Kooree Guide Cabin, 6.00pm-7.30pm 

Mondays in school term, Contact 0417451764 
for further information

Scouts, Cubs & Venturers Cubs meet 6.30pm – 8.30pm Wednesdays
Peats Ridge Scout Hall Scouts meet 7.00pm – 9.00pm Tuesdays
 Venturers meet 7.00pm – 9.00pm Mondays 

Contact 0460 696 941
HISTORICAL
Brisbane Waters Historical Society 25-27 Henry Kendall St., West Gosford, Ph: 

4325 2270. www.henrykendallcottage.org.au
Dharug &Lower Hawkesbury Last Sat of month. All welcome, contact Jan
Historical Society Inc. Kofron 0405321478 jankofron@optusnet.com.au
First Fleeters Central Coast Chapter 2nd Sat of the month, 10.00am for 10.30, 

Point Clare Hall (except Jan & Dec). Contact 
Margaret 0409467710 or Gavin 43404435.

The Pearl Beach Aboriginal History Group 3rd Fri of month 7.30pm Pearl Beach. Peggy 
0411754577 pbaboriginalhistory@gmail.com

Wyong District Museum & Open Sun to Thurs, 10am-2pm, other times
Historical Society by appt. Contact 43521886 email info@

alisonhomestead.com.au.  website: www.
alisonhomestead.com.au

ACTIVITY/HOBBY

Coastal Communicators Toastmasters 1st & 3rd Thurs of month, 6:45pm to 8:45pm 
at Doyalson-Wyee RSL. Debbie 0421216952

Craft/scrapbooking  Yarramalong Hall 10am to 5pm, $12/person. 
Bring along your projects. Dates & details: 
stackm@skymesh.com.au or ph 43561196

Saturday Craft Group/Spining 2nd Sat of the month Somersby Hall (10am to
and bobbin lace 2pm) cost $5 per person Carmen 0434071305
Yarn group (knit, crochet etc) Last Sunday of month 2pm at Angels Sussurri 

Cafe Yarramalong. Contact Margaret Dale 
0411104770

HALL BOOKINGS
Kulnura Hall ContactCentral Coast Council.
Mangrove Mountain Hall Hall bookings Ryan Howard 0405416289
Mangrove Mountain Union Church & Hall Church & Hall bookings 0412669649 

mmucsecretary@outlook.com
Somersby Hall and Mountain Districts Hall bookings: 0413 359 655 
Culture and Heritage Centre                           or AH 4373 1488
Yarramalong school of Arts / Hall  enquiries@yarramalonghall.org.au 
 https://yarramalonghall.org.au

REGULAR ACTIVITIES & MEETINGS (cont’d)
Restocker Heifers up to 250kg made •	
240c/kg to 335c/kg
250kg-300kg made 250c/kg to 355c/•	
kg
300kg-380kg made 270c/kg to 344c/•	
kg
Yearling Steers to Feed made 330c/•	
kg to 406c/kg
Yearling Heifers to Feed made 280c/•	
kg to 320c/kg
Butcher Vealers made 320c/kg to •	
360c/kg
Cows Made 150c/kg to 280c/kg•	
Bulls made 240c/kg to 260c/kg•	

A friendly reminder that we are often 
in the area seeing clients and looking 
at their livestock and if you would like 
us to call in be sure to give us a call.

Like and share our Facebook page!
Keep up to date with bowelidbury.

com.au

Michael Easy & Rodney McDonald
Bowe & Lidbury

52 Kyle Street, Rutherford NSW 2320
P: 02 4932 7066
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FOR RenT / leaSe

GALE’S CITRUS - Bagged Citrus trees in 
various sizes available ph. 4372 1408  or mobile 
0421 196 631

———————————

WATER LICENCE Kulnura Mangrove 
Mountain Ground water source 45 Megs, open 
to offers, call 0407761375

———————————

PLASTIC CRATES - Perfect for Growing 
crops or used as Benches. Lots of other uses, 
large quantity available. Stackable, 60cm x 
40cm. From $1.00. Ph 0408 432 999

———————————

FOR   Sale

FIREWOOD $150/bin phone 0419412993
———————————

HAY FOR SALE Lucerne, Oaten, Wheaten, 
Rye, Rhodes. Big & Small bales, for Horses & 
Cattle. Call Mitch 0411562782

———————————

DORPER EWE Old pet, free. White turkeys, 
6mths old $40 ono 43741255

———————————

AVAILABLE TO RENT as storage space or 
run a business - 5 x chicken sheds 1100m2 each. 
Somersby 10 minutes to Kariong and M1. Phone 
Jim for any enquires 0414777748

CHICKEN FARM EQUIPMENT including 
Atlas Copco 125KVA generator, biobin, plastic 
scratch trays,  feeders, silos, brooders, fans, 
foggers, gas tanks, pumps etc. Phone Jim 0414 
777 748

Central 
Coast 

CounCil 
appoints new 
environment 

and planning 
direCtor

Central Coast Council is pleased 
to announce the appointment of Dr 
Danielle Toase as its new Director 
Environment and Planning, following 
an extensive recruitment process.

Dr Toase will oversee the 
Environment and Planning directorate 
within Council, leading functions 

such as Development Assessment, 
Environmental Management and 
Environmental Compliance.

Danielle is an Environment and 
Planning Executive with a wealth 
of experience across the corporate, 
consulting, regulatory, research and 
Non-Governmental Organisation 
(NGO) sectors.

Widely recognised as a leader in 
her field, Danielle’s expertise has 
led her to publish over 10 academic 
papers and share her insights as an 
expert panellist and presenter at 
conferences across Australia, Europe 
and the USA. Danielle is motivated 
by the opportunity to apply her multi-
disciplinary skills and experience 
to drive positive environmental 
and developmental outcomes in the 
community that she calls home.

Council’s CEO David Farmer, 
announced the appointment this week 
saying Council is very fortunate to have 
Dr Toase join the executive team.

“With her industry expertise, I 
am sure that our Environment and 
Planning team will continue to deliver 
high quality services to the Central 
Coast community.”

Central Coast Council is the third 
largest Council in NSW and it has one 
of the most diverse environmental and 
built communities. With a growing 

population, the Environment and 
Planning directorate are planning for 
continued growth and maintaining 
the lifestyle that is enjoyed by our 
community.

Central Coast Council
Media Release
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MISTY MOUNTAIN RURAL 
CONTRACTORS - Earthworks, Irrigation, 
all services available Ph  43530990  or  
0418221495

———————————

PEST CONTROL - Servicing the local 
area. A.T.S. Pest Control Services Phone 

Tony 4373 1157 Mob: 0427 731 157
SeRViCeS aVailaBle

OOST Painting Contractors - Lic 71725C 
Quality & cleanliness assured.

For a free quote call David 4356 1449 or 
0417 234 094. Yarramalong Local

HORSE RUG REPAIRS - reliable prompt 
service. Pick-up & drop-off available for large 
quantities. Ph 0405 620 394

———————————

ALL COVERS & CANVAS WORK!
Boats,	 Vehicles	 &	 Horse	 floats	 re-trimmed,	

cover & horse rug repairs, no job too small! 
Servicing the mountains & the valleys. Call Alan 
on 0414 993 669 or Louise on 0410 646 200. 
located at Yarramalong Road Wyong Creek.

These  columns  will  be  set  aside  each  issue  for residents  to  advertise  inexpensively  and 
effectively  in  their  own  local  paper.   If you  have anything you  wish to sell, buy, swap, etc., ring 
4374	1039	or	0412	669	649	during	office	hours.	Rates	start	at	$4.00.

ClaSSiFieD aDVeRTiSeMenTS

aGiSTMenT

WanTeD

BRICKLAYING  & Render repairs. Adrian 
0408347737. Lic 98665C

———————————

SeRViCeS aVailaBle

AIRCONDITIONING,       BUILDING, 
CARPENTRY - Local service, 14yrs experience 
in aircon, 22yrs experience in building & 
carpentry. Call Ken 0412 842 920

———————————

LAURIE DOUGLASS PLUMBING
Plumber,	 Drainer,	 Gasfitter,	 Roofer	-	 
Ph 4373 1257   Mob 0407 008 488

———————————

HORSE AGISTMENT AVAILABLE. Full 
care. Group and individual paddocks with 
shelters. Full size sand dressage arena, grass 
jumping arena. Located walking distance to 
Peats Ridge Village and Café. Call Cameron on 
0438695600

HORSE BURIALS
Specialising in the on-site burial  of your 

precious horse. Ph Craig 0411 2888 12

POSiTiOnS aVailaBle

OLD BATTERIES, will pickup,  phone 0413 
975 107

———————————

SMALL ACRE MOWING
Excavation, Environmental 
Remediation 0412 228 718

RURAL FENCING - Post & rail, wire 
stock, chainwire, colourbond, paling etc. Also 
Landclearing. Phone Rick 4373 1117

———————————

TOWN ‘N COUNTRY FLOOR SANDING  
&	 POLISHING	 New	 &	 old	 floor	 boards,	
parquetry, verandahs, stairs, walls ceilings, re-
coating, staining & painting ect..free quote ph 
Stuart 0400076261 in services available.

———————————

ROOF AND GUTTER CLEANING, call Alan 
on 0427606303. Call for a free quote

———————————

ALL TERRAIN SLASHING
Track mounted slasher/mulcher and excavator 

mounted	flail	mower.	Sloping	land,	fire	breaks,	
hazard reduction of low vegetation, (lantana,etc)  
fence line clearing, broad acre slashing. Free 
quotes. Bliss Earthworx 0409456003

———————————

METAL PATIOS, INSULATED ROOFS & 
Carport Builder. Custom made awnings, Decks, 
Carports & Sunrooms 0420906499

———————————

LEVEL 2 QHHT Practitioner and Soul Speak 
Practitioner. Also offering:

- Group Regression Sessions
- Personalised dowsing sessions
- Pendulum dowsing classes
- Holistic Household Cleansing Consults
- Magna Carta 1215 group tutorials
- Crisis Counselling Phone Service
For enquiries call Sharyn on 0408 967 507, 

email to shazzaunitt@protonmail.com or visit 
www.soul-speak-healing.com

———————————

CERAMIC CLASSES & OPEN CERAMIC 
STUDIO (By appointment-Ph: 0411870090)

JOIN me in an unforgettable journey with clay 
& artistic exploration!! Reserve your spot today 
SIMPLY BOOK on foxeystudio.com or email 
me foxeystudio@gmail.com

———————————

KELLY’S KLEANING SERVICE. Cleaning 
the mountain & the coast. Call Kelly on 
0420541196

———————————

SUBARU FORESTER 2006 complete 
undamaged body for parts only ph 0427066384

———————————

DOG SITTING/WALKING. Honest & 
reliable. Call 0438506837

———————————

LOOKING TO BUY LAND with or without 
house in the district. Land suited to equine use, 
and	modest/older	style	house	is	fine.	Don’t	mind	
if land and/or house need a little work. Ideally 10 
acres. Genuine buyer - please call 0459 852094

ODD JOBS at Mangrove Mtn property. Some 
weeding, post hole digging etc. Tools provided. 
Text Eric on 0401506402
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