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“When it is obvious that the 
goals cannot be reached, 

don’t adjust the goals; adjust 
the action steps.”

Confucius

Communities across regional, rural, 
and remote Australia can now have 
their say on telecommunications 
issues as public submissions open on 
the Regional Telecommunications 
Review.

The input of local communities will 
form an essential part of the Review – 
held once every three years – which will 
see the Regional Telecommunications 
Independent Review Committee deliver 
recommendations to Government.

The Review is closely examining 
the experiences of people in regional, 
rural, and remote parts of Australia 
with telecommunications delivery, as 
well as considering the unique needs 
of First Nations communities.

Residents, businesses and 
community organisations can make 
a submission, with the Terms of 
Reference – announced by Minister for 
Communications, the Hon Michelle 
Rowland MP – outlining key issues for 
the Committee to examine. An issues 
paper has been released to help frame 
ideas.

We are focused on how the universal 
service arrangements could be 
modernised to meet today’s needs, the 
potential of emerging technologies, the 
effectiveness of existing Government 
investment programs, and the 
improvement of telecommunications 
in emergencies.

Feedback from the public has been 
essential in previous reviews to ensure 
the Committee’s recommendations are 
well-targeted and based on evidence. 
For this Review there are three options 
available to have your say: attending 
a face-to-face consultation, providing 
a formal submission or completing a 
survey. The survey will be published 
in May 2024.

Since March 2024, the Committee 
has visited Western Australia and 
Tasmania for face-to-face consultations 
with local issues also forming an 
important part of the Committee’s 
considerations. More locations for 
face-to-face consultations will be 
announced shortly. 

The 2024 Review is being led by 
the Hon Alannah MacTiernan, former 
Western Australian Minister for 

Regional Development as Chair of the 
Review Committee. She is supported 
by the Hon Fiona Nash, Ms Kristy 
Sparrow, Dr Jessa Rogers and Mr Ian 
Kelly.

To have your say visit www.
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . g o v. a u / h a v e -
y o u r - s a y / 2 0 2 4 - r e g i o n a l -
telecommunications-review 

The Hon Alannah MacTiernan said 
“Access to telecommunications 

services is critical for regional residents 
and businesses across so many aspects 
of everyday life – and we want to 
understand the lived experience of 
these services so that future policy 
actions are well-targeted and backed 
up by evidence.

“With technology changing rapidly 
we also want your ideas about how 
things can be improved and what 
would make the most difference for 
you and your community. 

“We really encourage Australians 
in the bush to have their say via a 
submission or completing the survey 
in coming months, while we continue 
our face-to-face consultations across 
the country. 

Media Release
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development, Communications 

and the Arts

Local connectivity issues in the 
spotlight as regional Australians 

invited to have their say

LPP Rejects 
concRete PiPes & 

stRuctuRes DA
Following a large number of 

submissions and review by the Central 
Coast Council, DA/1060/2023 (Rural 
Supplies and Machinery Shed) was 
brought before the Central Coast Local 
Planning Panel.

The LPP conducted a  site orientation 
and considered documentation 
supplied with the application, the 
Council assessment report and other 
submissions and has refused the 
application.
Panel Decision:

1. That the Local Planning Panel 
refuse the application DA/1060/2023 – 
315 Greta Road, Kulnura (Lot 631 DP 
599979) Rural Supplies and Machinery 
Shed subject to the reasons for refusal 
detailed in Council’s Assessment 
report and having regard to the matters 
for consideration detailed in Section 
4.15 of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979.

2. That Council’s Environmental 
Compliance Services Unit be notified 
of the outcome of the application 
determination and determine whether 
to pursue enforcement action to seek 
compliance with the order issued to 
the landowners on 14 March 2023 
(Notice/34/2023).

3. That Council advise those who 
made written submissions of the 
Panel’s decision.
Reasons

The proposal has been assessed 
having regard to the heads of 
consideration in Section 4.15 of 
the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979. The proposed 
development cannot be characterised 
as ‘rural supplies’ as defined under 
Central Coast Local Environment 
Plan 2022 and as such is prohibited 
in the RU1 Primary Production 
zone. Furthermore, the proposed 
development does not satisfactorily 
meet other relevant requirements of 
Central Coast Local Environment Plan 
2022 and Central Coast Development 
Control Plan 2022, has unsatisfactory 
and unreasonable adverse impacts, and 
is deemed unsuitable for the site and 
not in the public interest.

Information from
the Central Coast Council
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Pg 2 Time to have 
your say on the 

draft Operational 
Plan and Budget 

2024-25 
Central Coast Council’s draft 

Operational Plan and Budget 2024-
25 was presented to Council at the 23 
April Council meeting, and will be 
on public exhibition for community 
feedback, from 29 April to 27 May 
2024.  

The draft Operational Plan and 
Budget, also includes information 
about rates, fees and charges and 
estimated income and expenditure. 

Central Coast Council CEO, David 
Farmer is encouraging the community 
to provide input into what Council 
will be investing in over the next 12 
months.

“This Operational Plan and Budget 
is the final year in Council’s Delivery 
Program 2022-2025 and will also 
be the plan that the newly elected 
Council will be working with after 
the September Council elections,” Mr 
Farmer said.

“The draft Operational Plan and 
Budget contains detail on what monies 
will be available and where it is being 

proposed to be spent. In summary, it is 
proposed that in 2024-25 Council will 
receive $723.5 million in operational 
revenue and spend $712.8M on 
services and operational functions.”

Council Administrator, Rik Hart 
said the draft Operational Plan, 
and capital works program aims to 
deliver the services that will benefit 
the entire Central Coast, contributing 
to its economic growth and social 
wellbeing.

“A key part of the draft plan is the 
proposed investment of $309.9M in 
capital projects, focused on renewing 
and upgrading the existing asset 
portfolio.”

Highlights from the proposed capital 
works program include:  

$21.3M in Sports facilities and •	
Fields
$4.8M in Waste and Resources•	
$7.8M in Shared pathways and •	
footpaths
$63.1M in Roads and Drainage•	
$21.4M for Natural disaster •	
remediation
$4M in Environmental •	
management
$4M in Parks and Playspaces•	
$122.6M in Water and Sewer •	
projects
$4M in Community facilities•	
$2M in Arts and Culture•	
$22.7M in Libraries•	
$32.2M in additional infrastructure •	
projects

Key initiatives and projects include:
continued progress of Food Organics •	
and Garden Organics (FOGO) 
solution
progressing Gosford Waterfront •	
project
major upgrade to Mardi Water •	
Treatment Plant
completion of the Gosford Regional •	
Library
south cell construction at Woy Woy •	
Waste Management Facility
preparation for the return of elected •	
representatives to Council, and
continuing to provide quality •	
services to the community.  

“I strongly encourage the community, 
whether as individuals or businesses 
on the Coast, to take the time to have 
a look at the draft plan and budget and 
provide feedback before the closing 
date of the public exhibition,” Mr Hart 
said.

A printed version of the draft 
Operational Plan and the draft Fees 
and Charges will be available to view 
at the customer service desks at both 
the Wyong Administration Building 
and the Gosford Service Centre.

From 9am Monday 29 April until 
5pm Monday 27 May 2024 the 
community can view and have their 
say on the draft Operational Plan 2024-
25 and the draft Fees and Charges at 
www.yourvoiceourcoast.com

Central Coast Council
Media Release
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MountAin 
AngLicAns

Easter Sunday celebrations are now 
behind us, and then we celebrated 
ANZAC remembrance-day at the 
Mangrove Mountain Golf club with 
the local RSL club, VIPs, and other 
members of the community. Reverend 
Jim led the prayers and laid a wreath 
on behalf of the Anglican church.

Many thanks to the many people 
who worked so hard to make the event 
such a success and all those people 
who supported it, despite the poor 
weather. 

Mother’s Day, when we remember 
all those things – great and small, that 
those in ’mothering’ roles selflessly 
performed is approaching rapidly. We 
give thanks for all mothers, for their 
love, devotion, and protection. To help 

acknowledge this, every person present 
will be given a token of appreciation, 
and a special morning tea will be 
served after our 8am worship service 
in Peat’s Ridge Scout Hall, located 
at 153 George Downes Drive Central 
Mangrove. 

Our on-line prayer group continues 
and anyone wanting to be included in 
our prayers can just contact Rev Jim on 
0407210861. You are warmly invited 
to come and join our worship service 
or other groups. Contact Rev Jim or 
just turn up at our 8am service.

If you have any questions about 
getting married etc., or baptisms 
(at any age) – and want the baptism 
recorded/registered with the parish 
(for future reference), you can contact 
Rev Jim to arrange a venue and time. 
Confirmation services by the bishop 
can also be arranged.

As the weather cools down, we will 

soon be lighting the open fire in the 
hall. The first fire of the year will be 
on the day of Pentecost, in keeping 
with our church tradition. Members 
of the congregation will be asked to 
wear something red, and the hall will 
be decorated to symbolise the coming 
of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of 
the Christian Church.

Our cheerful Bible discussion group 
is in recess for the school holidays and 
will resume when School returns, so 
we would love you to come and join 
us at Noreen’s home. It is all free and 
supper is provided afterwards.

We recently took another load of 
food supplies down to the Samaritan 
Foundation at Wyoming to help those 
in need on the Central Coast. We are 
now collecting for the next delivery.

Hope to see you soon.
God bless,

Mountain Anglicans
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For Doctor Appointments:
Monday - Friday 9am- 5pm

Laverty Pathology Service
Available:

Monday to Friday 8:00 till 3:30
Saturday 8:30 till 12

1639 Nurses Road
Central Mangrove, 2250

02 4373 1914 

Medicare Bulk Billing

Dr. S. ANANDASIVAM
(ANAND)

MBBS, FRACGP, AMCC

Mangrove 
Mountain 

FarMers and 
artisans 
Market 

continues to 
grow

With over 30 stalls at our April 
market, including many new stalls, the 
markets are growing with something 
new and interesting every month.

Our next market is on Sunday the 
5th of May from the new time of 9am 
till 2pm and features more exciting 
new stalls, including yummy gluten 
free pastries, cakes, baked goods, 
sauces and more from Soul Food, as 
well as beautiful original landscape, 
flora and fauna paintings, cards and 
tote bags from a talented local artist 
from Wollombi, a perfect gift idea with 
Mother’s Day just around the corner.

After receiving great feedback online 
on our Facebook page to our question 
of what you would like to see/see more 
of at the markets, the top responses 
were for Mushrooms/more fruit and 

veg, more food with gluten free and 
vegan options, fresh artisan bread and 
finally live entertainment. We have 
been working hard on delivering on all 
these suggestions and are pleased to 
announce that due to popular demand 
The Mangrove Mountain Farmers 
and Artisans Market will be stocking 
Margins Mushrooms as part of an 
expanded fruit and veg stall at our 
May market as well as fresh Tinapay 
Sourdough bread.

The aforementioned Soul food will 
be bringing a great range of gluten free 
and vegan options and we are in the 
process of locking in a couple of other 
great new stalls that you’ll see on the 
day! Artistry on Wheels entertainment 
caravan will be joining us later in the 

year, and we are working on a new 
busking stage with some fantastic 
local performers for our June market 
onwards.

Also returning this Sunday will be 
a great selection of your favourite 
stallholders from our first two markets, 
including fresh local produce, plants 
and flowers, honey, jams and preserves, 
hand made pottery, jewellery, 
woodworking, candles and soaps 
as well as award winning Cheese’s, 
gourmet Chocolates, Kombucha and 
Chai tea, AJP BBQ and more!

We can’t wait to see you there! At 
the Mangrove Mountain Farmers and 
Artisans Market, This Sunday the 5th 
of May from 9am till 2pm at Mangrove 
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Mangrove Mountain 
Union Church Trustee 
Changes Approved by 

NSW Fair Trading

After the sale of the MMUC was 
stopped, a new trustee was appointed 
in accordance with the Deed of Trust.

Subsequently, an application was 
made to NSW Fair Trading to use the 
name “The Trustee for the Mangrove 

Mountain Union Church 1914 Trust 
Inc” and this has been approved.

A new Constitution has also been 
registered and it emphasises that the 
role of Trustee is the prime focus. The 
conduct of religious services is being 
carried out by other groups both local 
and from outside the district.

The Church and hall are both 
available for hire at affordable rates for 
religious services, weddings, funerals, 
baptisms etc. The hall is being used for 
community meetings, craft activities, 
CWA meetings and Pilates classes.

It is great to see the MMUC once 
again being used and supported by the 
community.

For information and bookings please 
contact the Secretary.

Keith Aranjo
Secretary, ph 0412669649

MMUCSecretary@outlook.com

Mountain Hall and recreation reserve.
If you would like to have a stall, or 

have a suggestion of something you 
would like to see at the market, send 
us an email mangrovemountainhall@
gmail.com

Visit, and don’t forget to like, our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
MangroveMountainFarmersandArtist-
sansMarket

Or phone 0405426289

The Mangrove Mountain Farmers 
and Artisans Market is an event of 
the Mangrove Mountain and Districts 
Community Group Inc and is proudly 
organised and run by local volunteers.

Next Market: Sunday the 5th of May, 
9am till 2pm at the historic Mangrove 
Mountain Hall and recreation reserve

Ryan Howard
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Pg 6 The Appleton Ladies’ Potato Race
a play by Melanie Tait

Get ready to laugh and be thoroughly entertained 
in the latest production by Valley Artists!

Appleton is the quintessential Aussie country town 
facing rapid change as well-heeled city slickers and 
tree-changers move in.  Some long-term residents 
embrace change, others are less than impressed.  
Simmering tensions come to a head and friendships 
tested when a group of local women, of various ages 
and backgrounds, are challenged by the determined 
new GP Penny to take on the blokes.  Penny is 
outraged to learn about the disparity in prizemoney 
being offered for the blokes and the women at the 
upcoming local show’s famous main event, the 
annual potato race. 

The Appleton Ladies’ Potato Race is inspired by 
real life events in the NSW southern highlands and 
stars five fabulous local women.  This is a funny and 
big-hearted tale about women taking action, standing 
up for your principles and showing there’s more than 
one way to win a race.

“A very Australian, effervescently entertaining, 
laugh-out-loud funny play with serious things to 
say and a gentle way of saying them.”  Limelight 
Magazine

The Appleton Ladies’ Potato Race runs over six 
evening performances (3rd, 4th, 8th, 9th, 10th & 11th 
of May at 7.30pm) and a 2pm matinee on Sunday 
5th of May at Laguna Hall, 3734 Great North Road, 
Laguna (next door to The Trading Post)

Tickets $35 Adults, $25 Concession, $20 Students
Bookings www.valleyartists.org

Camilla Dorsch, Producer
Valley Artists Inc
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Survey to help drive 
strategic solutions to 
support the Central 
Coast community’s 

wellbeing
Central Coast Council is inviting 

residents of all ages and backgrounds to 
fill in a Community Wellbeing survey, 
to help understand the community’s 
perception of their own wellbeing 
and quality of life here on the Central 
Coast.

Have your say! The survey is open 
until 5pm 10 May on Council’s online 
community engagement hub Your 
Voice Our Coast, yourvoiceourcoast.
com/wellbeing.

Council Director Community and 
Recreation Services, Melanie Smith 
said this survey will help Council 
drive strategic solutions to improve 
and support the local community’s 
wellbeing.  

“Council has a key role in 
delivering and advocating for services, 
infrastructure and programs that 
connect our communities and make 
the Central Coast a great place to live,” 
Ms Smith said.

“The results from this survey will 
highlight where Council needs to 
focus efforts and plan future services 
and programs, as well as advocacy to 
other levels of government, to support 
community wellbeing and address local 
issues.  It also provides Council with 
a baseline of community sentiment 
following the global pandemic and 
current concerns such as the rising 
costs of living.

“This survey links into our 
Community Strategic Plan which 
guides how Council plans and delivers 
community services, facilities, and 
programs to meet community values 
and needs. 

Council Administrator, Rik Hart said 
this survey ensures that the voice of 
the Central Coast community guides 

Council’s strategic planning and 
actions to support their wellbeing.

The online survey takes •	
approximately 10 – 15 minutes to 
complete.
Residents without access to •	
online facilities, have an option to 
participate in the survey by phone 
or	by	filling	in	a	paper	survey.		Find	
out more, by contacting Council’s 
Customer Service on 4306 7900.
Responses will remain anonymous, •	
and participants do not need to enter 
any identifying personal details. 

Demographic data such as your age, 
gender and suburb help to ensure 
that the thoughts and feelings of a 
good mix of people on the Central 
Coast are captured.
This survey touches on sensitive •	
topics, so if this raises personal 
concerns, people are advised to 
reach out to available support 
services.	 	 Council’s	 ‘where	 to	 find	
help’ webpage has some contact 
information for local health and 
wellbeing services.  

Central Coast Council
Media Release
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Pg 8 CB Radio Network 
Inauguration 

Event
Although CB radio installations will 

continue until all of the CB radios are 
installed, the CB Radio Emergency 
Communications Project has reached 
it’s formal endpoint.

An inauguration event to mark this 
milestone was held on the 18th April 
in Mangrove Mountain Hall.

Thirty one people including Liesl 
Tesch MP Member for Gosford.

The project will see over 300 CB 
Radios and four Farm Fire Fighting 
trailers distributed.

All CB radio equipment has been 
purchased and to date over 150 CB’s 
have been deployed.

A number of local people from 
throughout the district formed the 
project team that worked on technical 
issues, selection of equipment, 
purchasing, community engagement, 
communication protocols and 
training.

The CB Radio Network has 
been implemented with equipment 
purchased through the BSBR grant, 
anyone with an 80channel UHF CB 
radio can participate.

To get information on the protocols 
used on this network or if you are 
interested in participating please email 
your enquiry to mepccinc@gmail.

com.
The CB radio network enables 

isolated communities to communicate 
with each other, with emergency 
services authorities and with disaster 
relief agencies. It facilitates relaying 
critical information about what the 
community needs, advising the 
community what emergency help is 
coming and enables people to support 
others in the community.

Areas included: Bucketty, Calga, 
Dooralong, Gunderman, Jilliby, 
Kulnura, Laguna, Lemon Tree, 
Marlow, Mangrove Creek, Mt White, 
Mangrove Mountain, Peats Ridge, 
Somersby, Spencer, Wendoree Park, 
Wollombi, Yarramalong and adjoining 
areas.

The CB radio network was 

implemented by the Mangrove 
Emergency Planning & 
Communications Committee with 
funding from Commonwealth  
Government Black Summer Bushfire 
Recovery Grants Program

Successes to date: There haven’t 
been any recent disasters but there 
have been some localised issues.

On several occasions during phone 
and power outages people have been 
able to stay in touch and check on each 
other.

An elderly resident had requested 
help but lost phone contact.  A neighbour 
was contacted by CB and checked. 
The resident was accompanied in the 
ambulance to hospital.

Keith Aranjo
Secretary, MEPCC
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Beauty,
Cosmetic Tattooing,
Eyelash Extensions

& Makeup
Home based at Peats Ridge

0437 016 592
Instagram: @golden_beauty_bar_aus

Have you got a 
problem with privet?

Local land Services is inviting you 
to attend a Privet Identification and 
Control Workshop being held at the 
Narara Eco Village on Sunday 5 May - 
9.30 am - 12 pm..

Join local weeds expert Deb 
Holloman who will be on board to BroadLeaf Privet with hanging fruit

explain the ins and outs of both large 
and small leaved privet control. This 
workshop will be held inside and 
outside in the field and so please wear 
enclosed shoes, long pants, long shirt, 
hat, and bring your own water. Bring in 
your own weed sample or a clear photo 
for identification. No pets allowed.

By attending this workshop you 
will:

Learn techniques in identifying •	
privet and how to manage this 
problem weed. 
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OPEN 7 DAYS
40 YEARS LOCAL

02 4323 1933   |   www.vcdental.com.au

NEW PATIENTS

No Gap $290

OFFERS (all patients)
Free
Free
Free

No Gap $99

FINANCE
bulk bill

Zip Pay Zip Money
SuperCare

Explore how fellow land owners •	
have undertaken successful privet 
control programs.   
Gain skills and control techniques •	
via practical demonstrations.

IMPORTANT: Morning tea will be 
provided - bookings are essential and 
will close on Wednesday 1 May.

Register online to attend this 
workshop:

https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/regions/
greater-sydney/events

> Privet control workshop

Contact:
Mick Budden - Senior Land Services 

Officer NRM
Mob: 0447 904 209 Email: mick.

budden@lls.nsw.gov.au
Local Land Services Agency

Greater Sydney
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Ph 1300 130 955 creightonsfuneralservice.com.au

Book an appointment at one of our offices or in the comfort 
of your own home with our mobile representatives.PRE-PAID FUNERALS 

AVAILABLE

LOCK IN THE PRICE 
TODAY!

DOCUMENT YOUR 
WISHES

Office Locations:

ERINA HEIGHTS 
376 The Entrance Road

TUMBI UMBI 
14 Mingara Drive

TOUKLEY 
2 Viewpoint Drive 

PALMDALE 
47 Palmdale Road

GREEN POINT 
460 Avoca Drive

PYMBLE 
1083 Pacific Highway  
(cnr Telegraph Road)

KURRI KURRI 
182-186 Barton Street

EAST MAITLAND 
120 Melbourne Street

CESSNOCK 
206 Wollombi Road

100% LOCALLY 
OWNED & 
OPERATED

Council Gets a 
Helping Hand
Large, deep potholes are plaguing 

the district  and have been causing 
severe damage to vehicles, especially 
smaller cars.

Hard to see at night or in fading light 
they can be hard to miss but running 
into on of these pot holes can smash 
a wheel rim and could cause a vehicle 
to veer off course and into other 
vehicles.

One local has decided to help fellow 
road users and Council  by spraying 
yellow paint around bad potholes.

Hopefully Council will take note.
Thanks Scott for making our roads 

that little bit safer!

MAngRove/
soMeRsby 

gReen teAM
The Green Teams are small groups 

of local volunteers assisting each 
other with managing weeds on their 
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which stay on the coast year round, 
or migrate to the coast for the colder 
months. The Swamp Banksia grows 
between 1-2m tall and has flowers 
which range from 10-17cm long.

There are multiple Green Teams on 
the coast, including the Mangrove/
Somersby and the Yarramalong Green 
Teams, and anyone interested in 
joining or seeking more information 
should contact Paul Madden, Local 
Landcare Coordinator at the CEN via 
phone: 4349 4491

or email: paul.madden@cen.org.au

properties.
They meet once a month, working 

with the assistance of a qualified 
supervisor to learn about, and treat, the 
weeds, and identify the native plants 
and habitats found in the area.

The Mangrove/Somersby Green 
Team’s last meeting was on a property 
in Somersby, and this month’s focus 
was on Whisky Grass (Andropogon 
virginicus). 

Whisky Grass grows best in paddocks 
and open areas of bushland. The 
Green Team was using hand removal 
techniques and bagging all the plant 
material which carried seeds. Whisky 
Grass can usually be identified using 
the ‘whiskers’ or brown wilted blades 
of grass which grow at the base even in 
small young plants.

native Plant Spotlight
This month we found a Swamp 

Banksia (Banksia robur) on the 
property which had just finished 
flowering (pictured opposite page). 
Swamp Banksias, like many other 
Banksias, flower in the autumn and 
winter. This makes them important 
food sources for the insects and birds 

Above: Whisky Grass
Left: Swamp Banksia

Butcher Boats 
and colonial 

rations
Sunday 9 June, 9.30am - 12.30pm

A walking history tour. Featured in 
the Central Coast Harvest Festival.

Sip a colonial brew at the •	
Hawkesbury Duck museum space 
on the Lower Hawkesbury River.
Hear from an expert history teller •	
and raconteur
Discover the site of an original tidal •	
mill	 and	 the	 stories	 of	 the	 floating	
stores and butcher boats when the 
river was the highway. 
Traverse Governor Darling’s route •	
to the Hunter and appreciate the 
rigours and rations of the no three 
iron gang

The tour
Explore the story of food on the 

lower Hawkesbury with our engaging 
historyteller and interpretation expert 
Max Burns-McRuvie. Our tour starts at 
the Hawkesbury Duck where we hear 
about the convict and colonial menu - 
wonga pigeon pie, hominy porridge, 
wallaby tail soup anyone?. We travel 
to Finch’s line, one of Governor 
Darling’s great routes from Sydney to 

the Hunter, abandoned in 1829. Hear 
about the rigours and rations of the no 
3 chain iron gang hacking out the route 
north amidst an abundance of native 
yams, tubers, figs, grapes and berries 
regularly eaten by the local Aboriginal 
people. We visit Mill Creek, so 
named after a 1830s tidal mill where 
wheat and maize were ground for the 
convict stores and shipped to Sydney. 
At Trollops Reach gain insights into 
the butcher and bread boats - the 
floating stores delivering food to the 
communities of the lower Hawkesbury 
when the river was the highway.

History books, vintage and local 
produce for sale at the Hawkesbury 
Duck

Tickets: www.heritageventures.com.
au/taste, Cost: $30-$60

We’re delighted that our event will 
be part of the Central Coast Harvest 
Festival. We have started a Spencer 
Hub and others may join.

Bernadette Flynn
Heritage Ventures

Phone: 0447-545-271
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Pg 14 Strategic 
Weeds Grant 

Funding 2024
The Strategic Weed Grant Program 

will allow for coordinated control, 
education, and regional planning of 
weed management. Additionally, 
the funding will allow for control 
programs to bring weed infestations 
within landholder capacity to manage, 
providing for reasonably practicable 
weed control.

Many actions of the Hunter 
Regional Strategic Weed Management 
Plan require community involvement 
in weed management, this funding 
provides that opportunity for those 
community groups.

The Grants Program will have 
$300,000.00 of available funds. 
There is no minimum requirement 
for co-contribution, however, those 
applications with a higher level of co-
contribution will receive additional 
points in the eligibility scoring. All 
sources of co-contribution can be 
considered, however, non-grant/non-
government funds as cash and labour 
will be seen as a higher value for 
money.

The grant program is an open 
competitive grant. The program will 
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each year from Hunter Catchment 
Contributions to undertake works 
in weed management across the 
catchment of the Hunter River.
Widespread Weeds Fund: To •	
deliver weed control programs that 
are guided by the Hunter Region 
Strategic Weed Management Plan 
and the Hunter Regional Weeds 
Committee. For development 
and disbursement of documents 
associated with best practice weed 
management, such as educational 
resources, weed management 
strategies and inspection or 
response planning documents. For 
progressing outcomes, objectives, 
and activities of the Hunter Regional 
Strategic Weed Management Plan.

Program periods will vary by 
application type. Typically project 

periods are by the end of the financial 
year the project was awarded funding, 
however, projects can be delivered 
over multiple years. All projects must 
be completed within five years from 
commencement of the funding deed. 
Individual contractual documents 
will detail the required period for a 
project to be delivered. All applicants 
are encouraged to speak with the 
Hunter Regional Weed Coordinator to 
gain advice on potential partnerships, 
project design, and linking edibility 
criteria.

All applicants are encouraged to read 
all program details before applying:

h t t p s : / / w w w . l l s . n s w . g o v . a u /
regions/hunter/grants-funding-
scholarships/strategic-weeds-grant-
funding-2024

Hunter Local Land Services

be assessed across 4 rounds in 2024.
Background
Hunter Local Land Services 

Strategic Weeds Grant Program (The 
Program) was established in 2022 
to implement actions of the Hunter 
Regional Strategic Weed Management 
Plan, facilitate the distribution of funds 
targeted at weed management, and 
assist in community-based projects or 
landscape-level projects to mitigate the 
impacts of priority weeds and establish 
best practice weed management in the 
Hunter Local Land Services region.

The following are the current 
funding streams contributing to this 
grants program:

Hunter Catchment Contributions and •	
Hunter Catchments Contributions 
Strategic Fund: Hunter Local 
Land Services allocates a budget 
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Pg 16 RURAL FIRE SERVICES
Bucketty RFS      Weekend Training 3rd Sat, 9am-12 pm, breakfast 8.30am
                             Station Maintenance Every Thurs as required, generally 10am-1pm
                             General Meeting 3rd Sat in even months, at 1pm, All welcome
 bucketty@lowerhunterrfs.com.au 4998 8130
Calga-Mt. White RFS General meeting 3rd Mon of the month, 7.30pm all welcome
                                    Training Every Monday 6.30 except public holidays
																																				Information	&	updates	Facebook.com/calga/mtwhiteruralfirebrigade/
                                    Contact Captain.calgamtwhite@ccrfs.org.au - Zack 

Winslade.
Kulnura VBFB               General meeting 1st Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm
at Greta Rd Station         Training 3rd Wednesday of the month 7.00pm
Mangrove Mountain RFS General Meeting Last Wednesday of the month, 7 pm, 
Bloodtree Rd          Training / Maintenance All Wednesday’s except last of month, 7 pm
Spencer RFS    General Meeting  2nd Monday of the month Meeting 6.30pm
                         Training 3rd Monday Maintenance 6:30pm
                         Junior Training 4th Monday Training 6:30pm
 E: captain.spencer@ccrfs.org.au Alison Wade 

0415 668953. 4778 Wisemans Ferry Rd
Somersby RFS    General Meeting First Wed of the month 7.30pm at the Station
                            Training/Maintenance Every Wed night 7.30 at the Station (except 

before Wed general meeting)
Yarramalong RFS Information:  www.facebook.com/

YarramalongRuralFireBrigade/  
Phone contacts: 0406 360588 or 0418 280764 
Email:  volunteer@yarramalongrfs.org.au

COMMUNITY & SOCIAL
Central Coast Plateau Chamber of Commerce First Tuesday each month 7.00PM MMMC
Coastlink Friendship Group Wed 9.30am-2pm at the Health Centre, 

Nurses Rd, Central Mangrove
Country Women’s Association Second Wed of each month, at Somersby Hall
(Somersby) Wiseman’s Ferry Road, Somersby, contact  

Sue, 43721280 or 0407768000.
Country Women’s Association Third Monday of the month at Community
(Peats Ridge & District) Hall, Peats Ridge School. Any enquiries 

please contact Christine 0419 400163.
Country Women’s Association 2nd & 4th Tues of the month, 4-8pm at
(Mangrove Mountain Evening Branch) Mangrove Mtn Union Church, 2154 

Wisemans Ferry Rd, MMtn. General meeting 
6pm 2nd Tues. Ph Judy 43771728

Gosford North Inner Wheel club 2nd Wed each month 7pm at Phillip House in 
Kariong. Contact: Glenis   Ph: 0400 486 760

Gosford World Vision Community Group 4th Tues 11am in Presbyterian Church, West 
Gosford Contact: Glenis   Ph: 0400 586 760.

Kulnura & District Garden Club Second Monday, 9.30 for 10am start. Jacqui 
Maxwell 0455364262 kulnuradgc@gmail.com

Kulnura Tuesday Tennis Tue 9.30am-12.30pm, Kulnura Tennis Courts. 
Enquiries: Alison Palmer 0427731548.

Ladies of the Valley Morning Tea 1st Tues, 10am to 12 at Angels Sussurri Cafe 
Yarramalong. Margaret Dale 0411104770

Mangrove Mountain Singers 1st & 3rd Tue, Mangrove Mtn Hall, 6-8pm
 Contact Kim & Leila 0401516501
Mangrove Mountain & Districts 1st Thurs of the Month, 7.30pm, Mangrove 
Community Group Meeting  Mtn Hall.
Mangrove Emergency Planning Contact: mepccinc@gmail.com, 0412669649
& Communications Committee
Mangrove Mountain Country Fair 3rd Thu of mth except Jan, 7pm, at The Hub
Committee Meeting  of Mangrove Mtn. Pres- Shane 0417 436 529
Mountain Districts Association (MDA) www.mountaindistrictsassociation.com.au 

secretary@mountaindistrictsassociation.com.au
Mountain District Football Club Meeting Second Tuesday of the Month 6.30pm at the 

Mangrove Memorial Club
Permaculture Central Coast https://permaculturecc.org.au/
River Cares for the Lower Hawkesbury President Marlee Maxwell
River District Email info@rivercares.com.au
Rotary Club Meeting Friday 7.15am at Phillip House. 43404529
Spencer Community Progress Group Inc President Brad Maisey, Community Meetings, 

4377 1167,  spencercpg2@gmail.com
Spencer Community Ladies Social Club Last Fri of month. 12.00 noon Spencer 

Community Centre, Jennifer Dayes 4377 1364
                                  Newsletter Articles to: spencercpg2@gmail.com
Somersby Equestrian Club Every 2nd month. Check website for further
Club & Committee Meeting details.www.somersbyequestrianclub.org.au
Wisemans Ferry Community Men’s Shed Tues & Sat, 9am-5pm. Contact: Alan Hunt 

4566 4626 or Adrian Acheson 0448 833 781
SPIRITUAL 
Anglican Service - Mountain Districts Every Sun 8am at Peats Ridge Scout Hall, 

Sunday School during school terms
Mangrove Mountain Union Church Trust General Meeting 3rd Monday, 7.30pm at the 

Mangrove Mountain Union Church Hall
Mangrove Mountain Christian Service 9.30am second and fourth Sundays. Mangrove 

Mountain Union Church, cnr Bloodtree Rd & 
Wisemans Ferry Rd

(cont’d next page)

REGULAR ACTIVITIES & MEETINGS Applications 
open to join the 
Government’s 
Youth Steering 

Committee
The Commonwealth Government is 

looking for young people to play a vital 
role in shaping government policy and 
programs that matter to them.

Minister for Youth Dr Anne Aly 
today invited young people from 
across Australia to apply to be part 
of the Government’s Youth Steering 
Committee.

“Young people are uniquely placed 
to help shape practical solutions to the 
problems they are facing.

“It’s an exciting time to join the 
Committee, help us implement 
Engage! and embed the role of young 
people in our democratic processes”, 
Dr Aly said.

Federal Member for Robertson, Dr 
Gordon Reid MP is encouraging young 
people on the Central Coast to apply.

“The Federal Labor Government 
wants young people to have input on 
the policies that affect their lives.

“I am encouraging young people 
between the age of 12 to 24 in the region 
to read up on what the committee will 
do and to apply if they would like to 
help build a better future”, Dr Reid 
said.

With no experience required, 
applicants aged between 12 and 24 are 
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St Barnabas Christian Service Every Sunday, 9.30am. (Easter &
Yarramalong (Christmas Carols dates to be advised)
Serbian Orthodox 2nd & 4th Sun. of the month. 10 am, followed 

by luncheon, tea, coffee, cakes (cost $20). 
1184 Peats Ridge Rd, Peats Ridge

Kariong Community Baptist Church Sun @9.30am, Church & Kid’s Program, 
Philip House, Mt Penang Gardens, Chris 
Clarke email pastorkcbc@outlook.com

Restitution Ministries 10am every Saturday, Mangrove Mountain
Independent SDA Church Union Church.
Divine Retreat Centre (Ph 04 6848 6782) Daily Holy Mass 8.00am to 8.30 am
160 Hensons Road, Somersby 1st Fri, 5:30pm-8:30pm Divine Mercy Friday
www.divineretreatcentre.org.au 1st Sat, 5.30pm-9pm, Youth Ministry 18-35yr
 Last Sun, 9am-4pm, One Day Retreat
Catholic Service   -Spencer  Holy Trinty Church, 2nd Sat of the month 

4pm, Contact 43771374 or 43771168 as times 
may change each month.

                             - Wollombi 2nd & 5th Sunday of the month, 4.30pm Mass 
at St Michael the Archangel, Wollombi.

                             - Somersby  Every Sat. evening vigil – 5.30pm St. Francis 
of Assisi Centre, 30 Lutana Rd, Somersby.

                             - Yarramalong 1st Sunday each month, 11.15am St. Barnabas 
All welcome. Enq 0428 438577

YOUTH
Junior Girl Guides 5-10 Kooree Guide Cabin, 5.00pm – 6.30pm 

Mondays in school term,  
Girl Guides 10-15 Kooree Guide Cabin, 6.00pm-7.30pm 

Mondays in school term, Contact 0417451764 
for further information

Scouts, Cubs & Venturers Cubs meet 6.30pm – 8.30pm Wednesdays
Peats Ridge Scout Hall Scouts meet 7.00pm – 9.00pm Tuesdays
 Venturers meet 7.00pm – 9.00pm Mondays 

Contact 0460 696 941
HISTORICAL
Brisbane Waters Historical Society 25-27 Henry Kendall St., West Gosford, Ph: 

4325 2270. www.henrykendallcottage.org.au
Dharug &Lower Hawkesbury Last Sat of month. All welcome, contact Jan
Historical Society Inc. Kofron 0405321478 jankofron@optusnet.com.au
First Fleeters Central Coast Chapter 2nd Sat of the month, 10.00am for 10.30, 

Point Clare Hall (except Jan & Dec). Contact 
Margaret 0409467710 or Gavin 43404435.

The Pearl Beach Aboriginal History Group 3rd Fri of month 7.30pm Pearl Beach. Peggy 
0411754577 pbaboriginalhistory@gmail.com

Wyong District Museum & Open Sun to Thurs, 10am-2pm, other times
Historical Society by appt. Contact 43521886 email info@

alisonhomestead.com.au.  website: www.
alisonhomestead.com.au

ACTIVITY/HOBBY
Central Coast GNU/Linux Users Group  www.cclug.org.au - all most welcome
Coastal Communicators Toastmasters 1st & 3rd Thurs of month, 6:45pm to 8:45pm 

at Doyalson-Wyee RSL. Debbie 0421216952
Craft/scrapbooking  Yarramalong Hall 10am to 5pm, $12/person. 

Bring along your projects. Dates & details: 
stackm@skymesh.com.au or ph 43561196

Saturday Craft Group/Spining 2nd Sat of the month Somersby Hall (10am to
and bobbin lace 2pm) cost $5 per person Carmen 0434071305
Yarn group (knit, crochet etc) Last Sunday of month 2pm at Angels Sussurri 

Cafe Yarramalong. Contact Margaret Dale 
0411104770

HALL BOOKINGS
Kulnura Hall ContactCentral Coast Council.
Mangrove Mountain Hall Hall bookings Ryan Howard 0405416289
Somersby Hall and Mountain Districts Hall bookings: 0413 359 655 
Culture and Heritage Centre                           or AH 4373 1488
Yarramalong school of Arts / Hall  enquiries@yarramalonghall.org.au 
 https://yarramalonghall.org.au

REGULAR ACTIVITIES & MEETINGS (cont’d)
encouraged to apply for at least seven 
new two year positions, alongside some 
existing members reappointed to the 
14 person Youth Steering Committee.

To ensure the committee represents 
the diversity of young people in 
Australia, applications are sought 
from young people with a range of 
backgrounds and experiences including 
young people with a disability, young 
people with lived experience of mental 
ill-health and First Nations young 
people.

The Committee will work closely 
with Dr Aly, ensuring that young people 
are involved in government decision-
making, including the implementation 
of Engage! A strategy to include young 
people in the decisions we make.

Applications to join the Youth 
Steering Committee close on Sunday 
19 May 2024. More information is 
available at youth.gov.au.

Joint Media Release
Hon Dr Anne Aly MP

Minister for Early Childhood Education, 
Minister for Youth

Dr Gordon Reid MP
Federal Member for Robertson



18

Pg 18
GALE’S CITRUS - Bagged Citrus trees in 

various sizes available ph. 4372 1408  or mobile 
0421 196 631

———————————

FOR   Sale

TOP QUALITY DENMAN RIVER ARENA 
SAND - as used at Scone and Tamworth 
Equestrian Centres. All sand, no clay. Call for 
load rate. Mark 0409 152 540

———————————

WATER LICENCE Kulnura Mangrove 
Mountain Ground water source 45 Megs, open 
to offers, call 0407761375

———————————

FIREWOOD for sale 43741192  or 
0497808759

———————————

FIREWOOD $150/bin phone 0419412993
———————————

PLASTIC CRATES - Perfect for Growing 
crops or used as Benches. Lots of other uses, 
large quantity available. Stackable, 60cm x 
40cm. From $1.00. Ph 0408 432 999

LivestocK 
MARKet RePoRt

Maitland liveweight Cattle Sale
15th april 2024

A total yarding of 900 cattle yarded 
today comprising of 860 trade/yearling 
cattle and 40 export cattle

Trade market was 10c/kg-20c/
kg cheaper across the board with the 
exception of black steers. Export 
market was firm to stronger.

Restocker steers up to 250kg made •	
200c/kg to 416c/kg
250kg-300kg made 276c/kg to 406c/•	
kg
300kg to 380kg made 250c/kg to •	
382c/kg
Restocker Heifers up to 250kg made •	
170c/kg to 270c/kg
250kg-300kg made 210c/kg to 340c/•	
kg
300kg-380kg made 230c/kg to 355c/•	
kg
Yearling Steers made 200c/kg to •	
330c/kg

Yearling Heifers made 210c/kg to •	
310c/kg
Cows made 160c/kg to 235c/kg•	
Bulls made 110c/kg to 218c/kg•	

A friendly reminder that we are often 
in the area seeing clients and looking 
at their livestock and if you would like 
us to call in be sure to give us a call.

Like and share our Facebook page!
Keep up to date with bowelidbury.

com.au
Michael Easy & Rodney McDonald

Bowe & Lidbury
52 Kyle Street, Rutherford NSW 2320

P: 02 4932 7066

ReTiReMenT  Sale
CHAINSAW Husquvarna XP372 70cc 20” 

bar very good cond $900; 
CHAINSAW Husquvarna XP395 91cc 24” 

bar $1600;
HONDA 12KVA generator 20HP elec start 

$2,500 - 240v;
HONDA inverter generator 7KVA elec start 

200hrs $500, Also 1x new unit $6,500;
PRESSURE CLEANER 20HP elec start 

Honda 3500psi 17 l/m $3,200
PRESSURE CLEANER 451v 300psi $1,400;
GENERATOR 3KVA Honda, long range tank 

mobile trolley earth leakage $750;
1xRIDE-ON Mower Cub Cadet 19HP Kohler 

42” deck Hydra-static drive $1,100;
2 x HONDA 19” mulcher mower 5hp as new 

$750 ea;
1xIRRIGATION PUMP 40HP VM Diesel 

elec start 4”x3 $3,500;
1xDIESEL silenced generator, auto start 

1500rpm Himoinsa 8KVA $9,500;
1xPRAMAC 225KVA generator Volvo 

electronic diesel, silenced canopy, Auto start, 
done 1 job 500 hours $45,000;

1x5mtr FIBREGLASS BOAT, half cab 115 
Yamaha outboard done 60hr, on Marlin trailer 
registered & ready to go $14,000.

See Dave at Runswell Machinery, 780 Peats 
Ridge Road, Peats Ridge.

PLUS PLENTY OF OTHER EQUIPMENT, 
ALL TO GO

FOR   Sale
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Wed, Thu, Fri 9am-2pm.   Sat 8am-12noon 
Walk in - no appt necessary  Ph 0447436558

PEATS RIDGE HAIR CUTS 
MEN - LADIES - CHILDREN

MISTY MOUNTAIN RURAL 
CONTRACTORS - Earthworks, Irrigation, 
all services available Ph  43530990  or  
0418221495

———————————

PEST CONTROL - Servicing the local 
area. A.T.S. Pest Control Services Phone 

Tony 4373 1157 Mob: 0427 731 157
SeRViCeS aVailaBle

OOST Painting Contractors - Lic 71725C 
Quality & cleanliness assured.

For a free quote call David 4356 1449 or 
0417 234 094. Yarramalong Local

HORSE RUG REPAIRS - reliable prompt 
service. Pick-up & drop-off available for large 
quantities. Ph 0405 620 394

ALL COVERS & CANVAS WORK!
Boats,	 Vehicles	 &	 Horse	 floats	 re-trimmed,	

cover & horse rug repairs, no job too small! 
Servicing the mountains & the valleys. Call Alan 
on 0414 993 669 or Louise on 0410 646 200. 
located at Yarramalong Road Wyong Creek.

These  columns  will  be  set  aside  each  issue  for residents  to  advertise  inexpensively  and 
effectively  in  their  own  local  paper.   If you  have anything you  wish to sell, buy, swap, etc., ring 
4374	1039	or	0412	669	649	during	office	hours.	Rates	start	at	$4.00.

ClaSSiFieD aDVeRTiSeMenTS

aGiSTMenT

WanTeD

BRICKLAYING  & Render repairs. Adrian 
0408347737. Lic 98665C

———————————

SeRViCeS aVailaBle

AIRCONDITIONING,       BUILDING, 
CARPENTRY - Local service, 14yrs experience 
in aircon, 22yrs experience in building & 
carpentry. Call Ken 0412 842 920

———————————

LAURIE DOUGLASS PLUMBING
Plumber,	 Drainer,	 Gasfitter,	 Roofer	 -	 
Ph 4373 1257   Mob 0407 008 488

———————————

HORSE AGISTMENT AVAILABLE. Full 
care. Group and individual paddocks with 
shelters. Full size sand dressage arena, grass 
jumping arena. Located walking distance to 
Peats Ridge Village and Café. Call Cameron on 
0438695600.

HORSE BURIALS
Specialising in the on-site burial  of your 

precious horse. Ph Craig 0411 2888 12

SMALL AUTO 4x4, registered, roadworthy, 
older vehicle acceptable, not overpriced ph 
0427066384

———————————

OLD BATTERIES, will pickup,  phone 0413 
975 107

———————————

SMALL ACRE MOWING
Excavation, Environmental 
Remediation 0412 228 718

Track mounted slasher/mulcher and 
excavator	mounted	flail	mower.	Sloping	 land,	
fire	breaks,	hazard	reduction	of	low	vegetation,	
(lantana,etc)  fence line clearing, broad 
acre slashing. Free quotes. Bliss Earthworx 
0409456003

ALL TERRAIN SLASHING

QHHT Level 2 Practitioner and Soul Speak 
Practitioner. Also offering:
- group regressions (in person or online)
- “surrogate” sessions (in person)
- pendulum dowsing classes (group or individual, 

in person or online)
- spiritual/life coaching
For bookings or enquiries call Sharyn on 0408 

967 507 or email shazzaunitt@protonmail.com
 ———————————

RURAL FENCING - Post & rail, wire 
stock, chainwire, colourbond, paling etc. Also 
Landclearing. Phone Rick 4373 1117

REUSE jam & pickle jars with lids if  possible, 
also Fowlers preserving jats with or without lids. 
Drop off at Westys for Margaret Pontifex. ph 
43741255

———————————

TOWN ‘N COUNTRY FLOOR SANDING  
&	 POLISHING	 New	 &	 old	 floor	 boards,	
parquetry, verandahs, stairs, walls ceilings, re-
coating, staining & painting ect..free quote ph 
Stuart 0400076261 in services available.

———————————

CERAMIC CLASSES at Mangrove Mt. - 
Handbuilding, sculpting, slab building, pinching, 
coiling.

Book now at https://foxeystudio.com/
collections/pottery-classes   (or contact me: 
foxeystudio@gmail.com, ph: 0411870090)

———————————

CARER/SUPPORT person available:
Ex R.N. with extensive experience and •	
interest caring for elderly clients and their 
individual special needs.
Can work with GP or Physio for promotion •	
of self care, assist to maintain or improve 
mobility where possible.
Activities of daily living, Companionship, •	
shopping, medical appointments, social, light 
house chores.
Local to Mountain Districts•	

Please Phone Ange for a chat about your or 
your loved ones needs. PH  0438680010

EMAIL    jahellyer@bigpond.com
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