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STOP !
Next issue Published

5th April 2024
** DeaDline **

** 29th March ‘24 **
Send adverts & copy by
email, website or post.
Email, website, FB or 
phone for enquiries

After the Mangrove Mountain Union 
Church was returned to the community 
a stocktake was conducted and has 
confirmed that the following items are 
missing:

1 Engraved pewter vase (given •	
in gratitude by parents at the 
christening of their daughter)
1 Original Bible (donated to church •	
in 1912 by the Kelynack family)
1 Mini Lectern (for use during •	
communion)
1 Lectern with plaque (unstained, •	
unvarnished)
Altar cloths (several)•	
1 Communion Cup, engraved•	
1 Communion Plate, engraved•	
Communion glasses (many)•	
5 Communion trays•	

Approx. 90 hymn books•	
3 Boxes of noticeboard letters for •	
external church sign
1 Remote and manuals for Samsung •	
Air-conditioners
1 Lenovo Laptop•	
1 Logitech Remote Control•	
10 Brown Stackable Chairs•	
1 Santoku Knife Set (5 items)•	
1 Straw broom•	
1 Wooden table•	
Set of bunting•	
Historical Records•	
Financial Records•	
If anyone has any information about 

these items please let us know by email:  
MMUCSecretary@outlook.com

MMUC Trustee

ANZAC 
CommemorAtioN 

ServiCe
Sunday 21st april 2024 

2pm
afternoon Tea served 

afterwards
all welcome
Held at the 

Mangrove Mountain 
Memorial Club limited

Planned Hazard Reduction 
Community Meeting
Discussion for land owners to give important information 
regarding a planned HR in the Mount White area

Calga/ Mount White Rural Fire Brigade Station 

10am – 12pm  

Planned Hazard Reduction 
Community Meeting
Discussion for land owners to give important information 
regarding a planned HR in the Mount White area

Calga/ Mount White Rural Fire Brigade Station 

10am – 12pm  

AssistAnce sought to RecoveR 
Missing iteMs

Our next meeting will be on 
Thursday 21st March at 7pm at The 
Hub, cnr Waratah & Wisemans Ferry 
Rds, Mangrove Mountain.

Please note at least one member 
from each group will need to be in 
attendance at each meeting this year.

The Fair Committee always needs  
more helpers to plan, organise and run 
the event so please come along and 
help your community.

Funds raised by the Fair are put 
towards developing and improving 
local facilities and supporting local 
schools and community groups.
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Pg 2 Somersby Public School has 2 
pianos and 1 drum kit FREE to anyone 
who could use them.  

The pianos will need to be tuned 
and one requires some repairs to some 
keys but all instruments are in working 
order.

Please contact the school office: 
4372 1233 for more information

FRee MusicAl instRuMentsSuccessful 
Volunteer 

Information 
Morning for 
RDA Central 

Coast
Despite the rainy weather, we saw 

an amazing number of visitors to our 
RDA Central Coast Centre on Saturday 
24th February for our annual Volunteer 
Information Morning. 

About 20 people enjoyed hearing 
about some of the varying roles that 
our volunteers undertake to provide 
weekly riding classes for our disabled 
riders and to maintain our Centre and 
horses. They then braved the weather 
to walk across the wet grass to view 
our paddocks - and were also able to 
meet some of our lovely geldings.

We will shortly be assessing 
applications from those who attended 
and integrating them into areas of our 
Centre’s operations where they are 
most interested, suitable and where 
vacancies exist (we are very fortunate 
to already have so many wonderful 

volunteers for our organisation).
Thank you so much to everyone who 

made the effort to attend this Day. It 
was lovely to share what we do; as well 
as being able to meet some friendly 
potential volunteers.

Thanks also to the Mangrove 
Mountain and Districts Community 
News for advertising our events and for 
supporting all of the local organisations 
in our community.

Linda Bower

Tocal Field Days
May 3, 4 & 5 2024

Established in 1984, Tocal Field 
Days is the premier agricultural event 
in the Hunter, Newcastle and Central 
Coast Regions.

Held every year on the first weekend 
in May, our visitors include people 
on the land who are looking for the 
latest innovations, hobby farmers 
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Somersby - Mangrove
& Central Coast area

Brett Warren
Mobile: 0428 215 599

Home: 4374 1640

Consultations by appointment
Mobile X-ray, endoscopy, purchase and insurance exams

www.centralcoastequine.com.au

Horse Vet

Email: brettvet@ozemail.com.au

and enthusiasts and people just looking for a great 
day out. Our 340+ exhibitors bring all the latest in 
farming techniques and technologies, machinery, 
remote devices, solar energy and award winning 
livestock. As well as local Good Food & Wine, 
demonstrations and a boat load of fun.

Tocal Field Days is an non profit incorporated 
association with three part-time staff members and 

an enthusiastic band of volunteers.
“We work hard throughout the year to ensure 

that the event runs smoothly for both exhibitors 
and visitors. The Team is always looking for the 
unusual, the new and the unique to add to the 
event and make it engaging and fun year in and 
year out.” 

Charise Foulstone - Tocal Field Days Manage
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Pg 4 Mangrove 
Mountain 

and Districts 
Community 
Group Inc

On Thursday, 7th March we held our 
monthly General Meeting followed by 
our Annual General Meeting.

It was good to see nineteen people 
attend and our General Meeting 
covered many issues including: -

Maintenance of the Mangrove •	
Mountain Hall – follow up of grant 
application for air conditioning; 
Toilet upgrade and deck extension 
supported by a donation from the 
Country Fair.
The success of the inaugural •	
Mangrove Mountain Farmers and 
Artisans Markets and moving 
forward for continued success.
Resilience planning and recovery •	
– the need for a sub-committee to 
write a plan for our area (Lower 
Mangrove to Kulnura).
The survey sent by Council re •	
Water and Sewerage in our area- the 
importance for everyone to complete 
the survey.
Problems with phones and internet•	
Our four small schools have •	

historically low enrolments and 
need to advertise the innovative 
programs they are running to attract 
new students.

aGM
The AGM followed, with Mr Peter 

Comensoli as returning officer.
The result was that the committee 

for 2024 consists of: -
 President – Ryan Howard ○
 Vice President – Anne Graham ○
 Secretary – Kaye Pointer ○
 Treasurer – Pam Howard ○
	Public	Officer	–	Claire	Podlich ○
 Committee members – Claire  ○
Podlich, Keith Aranjo, Poppe 
Zouroudis

Our committee meetings are the 
first Thursday of each month at 
7.30pm and are held at the Mangrove 
Mountain Hall. Everyone is welcome 
and encouraged to come and join the 
group. Your input is needed to make 
this a welcoming, vibrant, safe and 
supportive rural community.

Poppe Zouroudis

Presidents Report for 2023
Russell Pontifex - I would like to 

pay tribute to Russell Pontifex. As a 
long time member of this group and 
past President he contributed a great 
deal to the group and this community. 
A kind, humble person, he was a man 
of few words but when he spoke, it 
was always worth listening. Russell 

was and remains a good role model 
and has set a standard of behaviour and 
commitment that we all should aspire 
to.

Our Community group has again 
reached a point of stability with 
members working together for the 
betterment of the community. The 
past years have seen several episodes 
of squabbling and fighting that led to 
upheavals that threatened to destroy 
the group and in the process dissuaded 
others from joining. Hopefully we 
have all learnt to put the interests of 
the group and the community first.

After the COVID lockdown years 
the Hall is now back in use and is well 
booked. Music events are drawing 
good audiences and the hall has been 
the venue for many family functions.

As important as the Hall is, this 
Community Group needs to advocate 
for the community on wider issues 
such as roads, phones, schools and 
many more.

The local schools are of particular 
concern. In the past the remaining four 
schools would each have a hundred or 
more students but now the numbers 
average in the thirties with one school 
having only twelve students. The 
schools were and are the heart of the 
community, students befriended each 
other forming bonds that continued 
into adulthood and whilst waiting at 
bus stops or doing school pickups 
parents got to know each other, these 
relationships formed the basis of a 

“OUR SEEDLINGS ARE SECOND TO NONE
THERE IS NO SECOND CHOICE”

OVER 50 YEARS GROWING EXPERIENCE
Elwyn and Dallas Fabian

FABIAN FARM
Cell Grown Seedlings

Office:  02 4374 1281
Fax:  02 4374 1011

Elwyn:  0418 432 477
Dallas:  0417 285 047

191 Waratah Road, Mangrove Mountain, 2250
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strong community.
The Community Group should, on a 

regular basis, engage with Federal & 
State politicians and the Central Coast 
Council to ensure that the needs of 
the community are clearly known and 
that suitable policies and actions are 
implemented. This requires persistence 
and diplomacy but with an appropriate 
level of forcefulness. Engaging 
with other community groups and 
combining forces would be a great 
way to get the attention of politicians 
and council.

As a group, we need to publicise our 
activities, become more relevant to a 
changing community and attract more 
members. A good example of what 
we can achieve was demonstrated by 
hosting the first markets for many 
years. Discussions on restarting the 
markets began a couple of years ago 
with momentum slowly building, 
resulting in a very successful event 
on the 3rd of March. Congratulations 
to Ryan and the group who helped, 
including some who are not currently 
members of the Community Group, 
including Justin Wood.

I must point out however, that for 
too long there has been reliance on a 
small number of members to carry the 
load. Other members need to step up to 
help, even if it is in a small way.

The Community Group can take up a 
strong role in contributing, supporting 
and promoting the community.

Keith Aranjo

Mangrove 
Mountain 

union ChurCh 
Celebratory 

Dinner
Prior to the MMUC AGM on the 

19th February community members 
gathered to celebrate the return of the 
Mangrove Mountain Union church to 
the community.

Elaine Raines had prepared a 
delicious feast for all to share and also 
provided the cake.

Secretary, MMUC Trust
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Pg 6 New exemption 
makes it easier 
for farmers to 

fight fires
Transport for NSW and the NSW 

Rural Fire Service have partnered to 
launch a trial registration exemption 
for farmers to help rural firefighting 
efforts this bushfire season.

Farmers can play a key role in 
protecting their own or neighbouring 
properties in the event of a bush 
or a grass fire, particularly before 
emergency response personnel are 
able to attend the fire.

Now, during a trial period that ends 
on 31 March, the NSW Government 
is allowing farmers to drive vehicles 
they use for firefighting purposes 
unregistered within a 100km radius 
of their home. Farm Fire Fighting 
Vehicles (FFFVs) tend to be vehicles 
used to move around farm properties 
and not on public roads, and therefore 
may not be registered. The legal use 
of these vehicles on public roads to 
attend nearby fires is an important 
change during the final few months of 
the bushfire season, and is something 
many farmers and rural advocates have 
been calling for.

The RFS has recognised the value of 
these vehicles and the important role 
farmers play in firefighting efforts in 
rural areas. As well as staying within 
a 100km radius of the storage address, 
the vehicle must be maintained in a 
safe operating condition and have 
fire-fighting equipment permanently 
attached to be eligible for the 
exemption. The trial will run until 31 
March 2024 and will inform future 
options for FFFVs.

Find further information and nominate 
a vehicle for the trial go to https://
www.nsw.gov.au/driving-boating-
and-transport/vehicle-registration/
unregistered-vehicles/when-you-can-
drive-an-unregistered-vehicle#toc-
farm-fire-fighting-vehicle-trial.

Farmers can also contact Service 
NSW https://www.service.nsw.gov.
au on 13 77 88 or visit their nearest 
Service NSW centre.

Minister for Roads John Graham said: 
“The Labor Government is committed 
to exploring innovative solutions to 
help out with rural firefighting efforts 
and this trial will do just that. “For the 
duration of the trial, farmers will see 
the removal of red tape that will allow 
them to ready vehicles for protecting 
land, property, stocks and crops.

“The mosquito fleet as it’s 
affectionately known, has been an 
incredible asset for regional, rural and 
remote areas and I am glad the Labor 
Government is supporting the farmers 
to continue their vital, life saving 
work.” 

Minister for Emergency Services 
Jihad Dib said: “Landholders in rural 
areas can play a key firefighting role 
and this trial allows us to test an 
arrangement that rural advocates have 
been calling for. “February and March 
could be challenging months for bush 
and grass fires, and it is expected this 

Above: vehicle based unit   Right: trailer based unit
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exemption will make it easier for 
landholders to fight fires on or near 
their properties. “This trial reflects 
our commitment to strengthening 
community safety and resilience, 
particularly in rural bush and grass-
fire-prone regions.”

Commissioner of the RFS Rob 
Rogers said: “Landowners with these 
vehicles and equipment play a critical 
role as initial responders to grass 
fires. “This will lead to an even more 
integrated relationship between farmers 
and the RFS, leveraging all available 
resources and the expertise and 
dedication of farmers in safeguarding 
our communities.”

NSW Farmers Rural Affairs 
committee member Garry Grant said: 
“Stopping fires as soon as we can 

to minimise damage and loss is the 
ultimate goal. “The opportunity to take 
part in this trial will see the important 
relationship between the RFS and 
farmers develop even further.”

For information on Farm fire safety,  
preparing a Farm Fire Plan and on 
Farm Fire Units go the NSW RFS 
website:

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-
and-prepare/farm-fire-safety

It’s a fact. If you and your home are 
well prepared, you stand a better 
chance of surviving a bush fire.

FOUR SiMPle STePS
There are four simple steps to 

prepare for  bush fires:

STeP 1 - DiSCUSS

Discuss what to do if a bush 
fire threatens your home

Many households find that 
having a discussion over 

dinner works best as everybody is 
together and focussed.

STeP 2 - PRePaRe
Prepare your home and get it 
ready for bush fire season

There are simple things you 
can do around your home to prepare it 
for a bush fire, like keeping the grass 
low and having a cleared area around 
your home.

STeP 3 - KnOW
Know the bush fire alert levels

If there is a fire in your area 
you will find its alert level on 
the NSW RFS website and in 

the ‘Fires Near Me’ app. You need to 
keep track of the alert level so you 
know what you should do.

STeP 4 - KeeP
Keep all the bush fire 
information numbers, websites 
and the smartphone app

In a bush fire, it’s important 
that you stay up to date on conditions 
in your area.

Media release by NSW Minister for 
Emergency Services, Minister for Roads 

Driving, boating and transport
and information from the NSW RFS
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Pg 8

For Doctor Appointments:
Monday - Friday 9am- 5pm

Laverty Pathology Service
Available:

Monday to Friday 8:00 till 3:30
Saturday 8:30 till 12

1639 Nurses Road
Central Mangrove, 2250

02 4373 1914 

Medicare Bulk Billing

Dr. S. ANANDASIVAM
(ANAND)

MBBS, FRACGP, AMCC

Locals and visitors to the area from 
all over the Central Coast as well as 
Sydney and Newcastle flocked to the 
historic Mangrove Mountain Hall and 
recreation reserve on Sunday the 3rd 
of March for the grand opening of 
the Mangrove Mountain Farmers and 
Artisans Market, with an attendance 
estimated at around 1,000 people 
throughout the day.

With 23 stalls selling everything from 
fresh local produce, honey, jams and 
preserves to hand made pottery, cards 
and soaps as well as award winning 
Cheese’s, gourmet Chocolates, fruit 
trees and more there was something 
for everyone.

The Community Treasure stall 
raised over $736 for this month’s 
recipient being the family of Matt Hall. 
Thankyou to everyone who supported 
the table of give and take.

Thanks to Mike Wheeler for 
performing on our busking stage and 
entertaining the audience with his 

already looking forward to seeing you 
all at our next market on Sunday the 
7th of April and growing the Mangrove 
Mountain Farmers and Artisans market 
into a vibrant monthly event on the 
first Sunday of the month for locals 
and visitors to the region to enjoy.

If you would like to have a stall, or 
have a suggestion of something you 
would like to see at the market, send 
us an email mangrovemountainhall@
gmail.com  or phone 0405426289

The Mangrove Mountain Farmers 
and Artisans Market is an event of 
the Mangrove Mountain and Districts 
Community Group Inc and is proudly 
organised and run by local volunteers. 

As the market is growing rapidly 
we are also seeking more volunteers 
to assist with the market on the day 
and with set up on the Saturday. If 
you have an hour or two to spare and 
would like to join in the camaraderie 
of a working with a great group of 
local volunteers, we’d love to hear 
from you! Ph 0405416289

next Market: Sunday the 7th of 
April, 9am till 3pm at the historic 
Mangrove Mountain Hall and 
recreation reserve.

Ryan Howard

Mangrove Mountain Farmers 
and Artisans Market Grand 

Opening a great success
country music on the day and a big 
thanks to local artist, Robert Berry, 
for the lovely art exhibition featuring 
a selection of his paintings that have 
been shown at some of Australia’s best 
art galleries on the hall stage. We look 
forward to having another selection of 
Robert’s work on display at our April 
market for you to enjoy. We are also 
looking forward to expanding our 
entertainment program throughout the 
day, so watch this space!

It was wonderful to see and catch 
up with so many locals attending the 
markets throughout the day, and the 
event also provided a welcome boost 
to visitation in the area with the Hub of 
Mangrove Mountain packed the entire 
day with market goers staying for a 
bite to eat and a cup of coffee along 
with roadside stalls reporting increased 
numbers to their stalls on the day.

With a number of new stalls joining 
us next month adding to the variety of 
stalls from our grand opening market 
and buoyed by the local support, we’re 
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Top: visitors enjoying the variety
of stalls in the hall

Right & Below: setting up the antique
 tank sprayer cart display
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| |
| |

|
|

OPEN 7 DAYS
40 YEARS LOCAL

02 4323 1933   |   www.vcdental.com.au

NEW PATIENTS

No Gap $290

OFFERS (all patients)
Free
Free
Free

No Gap $99

FINANCE
bulk bill

Zip Pay Zip Money
SuperCare

Blues on the 
Mountain:  

Nathan 
Beretta Band 
album launch
Blues on the Mountain is proud to 

announce the Nathan Beretta Band 
album launch.

Saturday 23rd of March.

Nathan performed at our very first 
event back in 2013 with the award 
winning band, “Blue Eyes Cry”, one 
of the best Blues and Soul bands to 
come out of Melbourne, fast forward 
to 2019 and Nathan was blazing a new 
trail through the Blues festival scene 
with his new band, the Nathan Beretta 
Band, topping the charts with their 
debut album “Where I Belong”.

Nathan Beretta is a real blues man, 
his guitar playing & vocals is authentic 
yet modern.

Nathan has shared the stage with 
many Australian Legends such as Ash 
Grunwald, Robert Susz (Dynamic 
Hepnotics) Shane Pacey (Bondi 
Cigars), Geoff Achison, Lloyd Spiegel, 
and Chris Wilson just to name a few.

When it comes to festivals Nathan 
has performed throughout Australia 
opening up for international acts such 
as Anne Popovich, Jon Cleary, and Joe 
Louis Walker.

Growing up with Blues jazz and soul 
in the household, Nathan has brought 
his own unique style to the table. 
Influenced by artists such as Ronnie 
Earl, Albert Collins, and Jimmie 
Vaughn, Nathan plays from the soul.

To celebrate the release of their 
second album, the Nathan Beretta 
Band will be performing at the historic 
Mangrove Mountain Hall on Saturday 
the 23rd of March along with a very 
special guest.

Doors open at 6pm. Great food 
available for purchase, BYO welcome. 
Tickets cost $30 (Adults) children 
under 12 years of age, accompanied 
by a paying adult, free. To book visit 
www.trybooking.com/CODOC

Ryan Howard
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Pg 12 Introducing the next 
cohort of Y4Y Action 

Team
Council has announced ten new 

Y4Y (Youth for Youth) Action Team 
members, to represent young people 
on the coast.

To ensure the continued and 
meaningful engagement of young 
people in the region, Council is excited 
to introduce the 2024 Y4Y Action 
Team.

Director Community and Recreation 
Services Melanie Smith said the Y4Y 
Action Team aims to meaningfully 
engage young people on the Central 
Coast, drawing on their own skills, 
experience and networks and helping 
to further develop them.

“Through their position as 
representatives of Y4Y Action Team, 
members contribute to a community 
program, the development of a legacy 
item for young people and a community 
campaign based on a theme of the 
Central Coast Youth Strategy,” Ms 
Smith said.

“With members aged 14 to 24 years, 
the Y4Y Action Team has doubled this 
year due to an increase in applications 
during recruitment. The new team 
mirrors the diversity of the region 
including young people who live, work 
or study on the Central Coast.” 

As part of the Y4Y Action Team, 
the new team will meet regularly and 
work on a range of initiatives and 
development opportunities – from 
running the annual Youth Week Awards 
and youth forum, to organising local 
youth-focused programs, advocating, 
and advising on local youth-related 
initiatives and issues.

This year’s team will deliver a 
community ‘Inclusion Day’ event in 
December 2024 to celebrate different 
cultures and activities that young 
people can participate in.

Administrator Rik Hart said now in 
its fifth year, the Y4Y Action Team 
has developed a thriving network in 

the local youth sector committed to 
working with Council to continue 
to create positive change and shape 
a thriving, dynamic Central Coast 
community guided by the Central 
Coast Youth Strategy.

“Throughout 2023, the previous 
members of the Y4Y Action Team 
worked to actively promote the 
inclusion of young people’s voices 
through diverse strategies,” Mr Hart 
said.

“Members participated in youth-led 
initiatives and forums, contributed 
to social media campaigns, and used 
their experience to provide valuable 
feedback to Council programmes.

Meet the new members by 
exploring their journey via the social 
media hashtag #Y4YCC For further 
information about Council programmes 
for young people visit centralcoast.
nsw.gov.au/youth 

Central Coast Council Media Team

Back Row {L-R}: Malcolm Barlett, Lilia Olaru-Mohr, Maddison Elwine-Wilson, Lily 
Arendse, Jasper Blakely, Travis Pankhurst

Front Row {L-R}: Anannya Bandaru, Simran Nathani, Janine Southwell, Isabelle Ince
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Peats Ridge & 
District CWA

Our meeting was held at the Peats 
Ridge Community Hall on 19th 
February - yes our meetings are now 
being held on the 3rd Mondays.

Eight members attended with Bev 
who judged our entries of marble jaffa 
cakes and also almond bread. Also 
handicraft items were judged. On the 
21st March will be the big day where 
cakes and handicraft items are in 
competition with other branches from 
Hornsby to Morisset.

Visitor Karen from Mangrove 
Mountain branch spoke about three 
branches coming together to be at the 
monthly markets and branches will 
take turns so devonshire teas will be 
there as well many stalls. Hope to see 
everyone support the branches.

And now some history:

19th February 1946 an inaugural 
meeting was held with Mrs K. Hoipo 
the instigator of the formation of 
the branch Peats Ridge and District 
Country Womens Association and this 
was suggested by Somersby branch 
which was formed in 1932. Branches 
were in the Nepean Group but in 
September 1946 the Northumberland 
Group was formed. Our branch’s first 
meeting was held on the 6th March at 
2pm.

The first President was Mrs D. 
Davidson, Secretary was Mrs R. 
Willings and Treasurer was Mrs W. 
Harrison.

History is important as it tells us 
when we started from and I hope to 

write more on our branch.
Till next time,  take care.

Christine Sanfilippo
Publicity Officer

From The 
Spencer AreA
Our small town has many advantages 

for our residents.
We all seek ways to improve area.
The best idea recently was a meeting 

of local period organised by the Central 
Coast Council and Cred Consulting. 
They organised a pop-up-hub along 
the waterfront at Spencer on March 1st 
from 5pm.

This meeting of the above group was 
brilliant in many ways. It encouraged 
many people to put forward their own 
suggestions to improve our beautiful 
area. There were many very brilliant 
ideas put forward in written notes and 
compiled on data boards.

These data boards will be studied 
and the information used to develop 
action plans.

My very personal thanks to this 
group of people who worked very hard 
on setting this up and how effectively 
it was carried out.

Highest regards and affection to you 
all.

J.W. 
Spencer
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Pg 16 CLASH OF 
CULTURES!
iSlanDeRS VeRSUS 

MainlanDeRS: PRePaRe 
FOR THe ePiC CRiCKeT 

enCOUnTeR

It’s all happening in Spencer on 
Easter Saturday from 11am at the 
grounds of the helipad near No Name 
Creek. There will be a shuttle service 
at the public wharf for those coming 
by boat. All the river communities and 
visitors to the area are welcome and 
encouraged to come along and join in 
on this mad, fun, hilarious day. 

Come and make a statement by 
showing your support for breast cancer 

awareness by wearing outrageous pink 
costumes while showing off your 
cricket prowess! There will be a prize 
for the most flamboyant outfit.

There will also be a sausage sizzle 
and lots of great raffle prizes to be 
won. So please make sure you bring 
cash only! All proceeds raised on the 
day will go to the McGarth Foundation 
promoting breast cancer awareness. 
Our target is to try and raise over 
$1,000.

Sustainable Natives 
(wholesale production nursery)
94 Keighley Avenue, Somersby - Sales by appointment.

Contact Jonathan Steeds on 0415465162
jonathan@sustainablenatives.com.au
or Olga@sustainablenatives.com.au
web: www.sustainablenatives.com.au

 

We produce a large range of Australian Natives including 
local species. We supply retail nuseries, landscapers, bush 
regeneration projects, developers and local property owners 
with tubestock to semi advanced plants.
We offer a design (landscape architecture drawings)/
consultation service for your property to add more natives 
to your landscape.

We are also bringing back the 
prestigious ‘Golden Egg Beaters’ 
trophy for the bake-off competition 
where anyone can bring along their 
home made cakes, slices, cup-cakes, 
desserts or whatever takes your fancy 
to create. There will be a selection of 
impartial judges to prevent corruption 
and cheating during the serious judging 
process.

The winning team will be presented 
with the ‘Phil Woodbury’ trophy in his 
honour.

You will also need to bring your own 
chairs, drinks and a happy disposition. 
Fingers-crossed the weather will be 
kind to us.

Come and join in on the excitement 
of this fun community cricket day!

Robyn Downham
Spencer
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Next Session - March 28, 2024 

0412 298 126 
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Pg 18 School Buses: 
Will Timely 
Action Be 

taken?
Recently the NSW Bus Industry 

Taskforce handed down it’s second 
report into NSW bus services.

The second report outlines a plan to 
fix the deterioration of bus services that 
carry 40 per cent of all public transport 
passengers but receive only 2 per cent 
of capital expenditure in transport.

Two of the recommendations are:
1. Immediately addressing more 

than a decade of neglect of investment 
in school and local bus services and 
additional frequent and local services 
to areas with no or very poor service 
levels

2. A renewed focus within Transport 
for NSW on better asset management, 
risk management and safety outcomes, 
and,

When will action be taken?

On the 8/3/24, my sin was injured 
on the bus while on the way to school. 
This is the second school bus incident 
in our area where children have been 
injured.

I penned this email to our State & 
Federal MP’s:

Dear Liesl & Gordon,
My son travels to and from school on 
a local bus. Today on the trip to school 
the bus driver braked hard to stop to 
pick up another student and my son, 
who had been seated on the seat at 
back of the bus, was thrown forward 
down the isle. After completing the 
pickup and checking on my son, the 
bus driver then continued to the school 
where school staff took care of him. I 
later picked him up and took him to the 
local doctor for a checkup. 
My son has suffered severe bruising 
and injuries to his leg, arms and head. 
Other children on the bus were also 
hurt.
After the spate of fatal bus accidents 
highlighted in the media there had 
been discussion about fitting seat belts 
to school buses. This seems to have all 
been forgotten.
Cars and trucks are mandated to have 
seat belts, air bags and other safety 
devices and drivers and passengers 
are obligated to wear seat belts and 
face hefty penalties for not complying.
It seems however that children, among 
the most vulnerable in our society are 
forgotten. The school buses in this 
district are travelling at speed and 
whilst bus drivers may take care, there 
will be the inevitable situation where 
emergency action is required or other 
vehicles collide with school buses.

There had been some comment that 
it would too expensive to fit all buses 
with seat belts and if only selected 
buses were fitted, too difficult to 
schedule those buses for school runs. 
Not a good enough excuse.
We need seat belts fitted to all school 
buses.
We need seat belts fitted ASAP.
We need seat belts fitted before there is 
serious injury.
We need seat belts fitted before there 
is a fatality.
Can you please do something!

Regards,
Keith Aranjo,
52 Meriki Road,
Mangrove Mountain, 2250
Ph 0412669649

The NSW Government Ministerial 
release states “The 204-page Bus 
Industry Taskforce report calls for 
modern, fit for purpose bus contracts 
in the regions. The outdated contract 
model has meant bus services in rural 
and regional NSW have not been given 
the same degree of attention as services 
in Sydney.”

“Local Government also plays a 
critical role in how bus services are 
delivered which can be improved 
by identifying funding options and 
streamlining delegations to speed up 
decisions that improve local roads and 
footpaths for bus users, pedestrians, 
and cyclists.”
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“The report makes clear more 
work needs to be done to better 
plan and manage essential transport 
infrastructure, including depots, 
facilities, bus stops and supporting 
technology.”

“Safety of bus services remains a 
top priority of the Taskforce, with 
a multi-year campaign to promote 
seatbelt use on buses already 
underway.”

“Work is also continuing on options 
for safety improvements for standing 
passengers on buses, including 
consideration of whether an 80km/h 
rule for dedicated school bus services 
could be rolled out to all services.”

Transport Minister Jo Haylen said:
“The Second Bus Taskforce report 

will deliver the biggest improvement 
to bus services that NSW has seen in 

a generation.”
“For too long bus services have been 

the forgotten mode of Transport in 
NSW. They carry more than 40 per cent 
of passengers but are lucky to get more 
than 2 per cent of capital investment. 
This must change. Tens of thousands 
of passengers rely on the bus network 
and we need to do better.”

“Too many growing communities 
were neglected because the former 
government had no plan for what their 
future bus services would look like.  
We now have plan to make sure those 
communities get the bus services they 
need.”

Howard Collins has already been 
appointed as the Coordinator General, 
reporting directly to the Secretary 
of Transport for NSW, centralising 
responsibility for bus operations within 
one area.

Josh Murray is the Secretary, 
Transport for NSW where he leads 
a team of more than 29,000 people 
dedicated to running reliable, essential 
daily transport services and operations 
to connect people right across NSW.  

Submissions and comments can be 
sent to the Minister for Transport on 
the NSW Govt website;
h t t p s : / / w w w. n s w. g o v. a u / n s w -
government/ministers/minister-for-
transport

 or by email: summerhill@
parliament.nsw.gov.au

Liesl Tesch can be emailed at: 
gosford@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Gordon Reid can be emailed at: 
Gordon.Reid.MP@aph.gov.au

Keith Aranjo
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Pg 20 RURAL FIRE SERVICES
Bucketty RFS      Weekend Training 3rd Sat, 9am-12 pm, breakfast 8.30am
                             Station Maintenance Every Thurs as required, generally 10am-1pm
                             General Meeting 3rd Sat in even months, at 1pm, All welcome
 bucketty@lowerhunterrfs.com.au 4998 8130
Calga-Mt. White RFS General meeting 3rd Mon of the month, 7.30pm all welcome
                                    Training Every Monday 6.30 except public holidays
																																				Information	&	updates	Facebook.com/calga/mtwhiteruralfirebrigade/
                                    Contact Captain.calgamtwhite@ccrfs.org.au - Zack 

Winslade.
Kulnura VBFB               General meeting 1st Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm
at Greta Rd Station         Training 3rd Wednesday of the month 7.00pm
Mangrove Mountain RFS General Meeting Last Wednesday of the month, 7 pm, 
Bloodtree Rd          Training / Maintenance All Wednesday’s except last of month, 7 pm
Spencer RFS    General Meeting  2nd Monday of the month Meeting 6.30pm
                         Training 3rd Monday Maintenance 6:30pm
                         Junior Training 4th Monday Training 6:30pm
 E: captain.spencer@ccrfs.org.au Alison Wade 

0415 668953. 4778 Wisemans Ferry Rd
Somersby RFS    General Meeting First Wed of the month 7.30pm at the Station
                            Training/Maintenance Every Wed night 7.30 at the Station (except 

before Wed general meeting)
Yarramalong RFS Information:  www.facebook.com/

YarramalongRuralFireBrigade/  
Phone contacts: 0406 360588 or 0418 280764 
Email:  volunteer@yarramalongrfs.org.au

COMMUNITY & SOCIAL
Central Coast Plateau Chamber of Commerce First Tuesday each month 7.00PM MMMC
Coastlink Friendship Group Wed 9.30am-2pm at the Health Centre, 

Nurses Rd, Central Mangrove
Country Women’s Association Second Wed of each month, at Somersby Hall
(Somersby) Wiseman’s Ferry Road, Somersby, contact  

Sue, 43721280 or 0407768000.
Country Women’s Association Third Monday of the month at Community
(Peats Ridge & District) Hall, Peats Ridge School. Any enquiries 

please contact Christine 0419 400163.
Country Women’s Association 2nd & 4th Tues of the month, 4-8pm at
(Mangrove Mountain Evening Branch) Mangrove Mtn Union Church, 2154 

Wisemans Ferry Rd, MMtn. General meeting 
6pm 2nd Tues. Ph Judy 43771728

Gosford North Inner Wheel club 2nd Wed each month 7pm at Phillip House in 
Kariong. Contact: Glenis   Ph: 0400 486 760

Gosford World Vision Community Group 4th Tues 11am in Presbyterian Church, West 
Gosford Contact: Glenis   Ph: 0400 586 760.

Kulnura & District Garden Club Second Monday, 9.30 for 10am start. Jacqui 
Maxwell 0455364262 kulnuradgc@gmail.com

Kulnura Tuesday Tennis Tue 9.30am-12.30pm, Kulnura Tennis Courts. 
Enquiries: Alison Palmer 0427731548.

Ladies of the Valley Morning Tea 1st Tues, 10am to 12 at Angels Sussurri Cafe 
Yarramalong. Margaret Dale 0411104770

Mangrove Mountain Singers 1st & 3rd Tue, Mangrove Mtn Hall, 6-8pm
 Contact Kim & Leila 0401516501
Mangrove Mountain & Districts 1st Thurs of the Month, 7.30pm, Mangrove 
Community Group Meeting  Mtn Hall.
Mangrove Emergency Planning Contact: mepccinc@gmail.com, 0412669649
& Communications Committee
Mangrove Mountain Country Fair 3rd Thu of mth except Jan, 7pm, at The Hub
Committee Meeting  of Mangrove Mtn. Pres- Shane 0417 436 529
Mountain Districts Association (MDA) www.mountaindistrictsassociation.com.au 

secretary@mountaindistrictsassociation.com.au
Mountain District Football Club Meeting Second Tuesday of the Month 6.30pm at the 

Mangrove Memorial Club
Permaculture Central Coast https://permaculturecc.org.au/
River Cares for the Lower Hawkesbury President Marlee Maxwell
River District Email info@rivercares.com.au
Rotary Club Meeting Friday 7.15am at Phillip House. 43404529
Spencer Community Progress Group Inc President Brad Maisey, Community Meetings, 

4377 1167,  spencercpg2@gmail.com
Spencer Community Ladies Social Club Last Fri of month. 12.00 noon Spencer 

Community Centre, Jennifer Dayes 4377 1364
                                  Newsletter Articles to: spencercpg2@gmail.com
Somersby Equestrian Club Every 2nd month. Check website for further
Club & Committee Meeting details.www.somersbyequestrianclub.org.au
Wisemans Ferry Community Men’s Shed Tues & Sat, 9am-5pm. Contact: Alan Hunt 

4566 4626 or Adrian Acheson 0448 833 781
SPIRITUAL 
Anglican Service - Mountain Districts Every Sun 8am at Peats Ridge Scout Hall, 

Sunday School during school terms
Mangrove Mountain Union Church Trust General Meeting 3rd Monday, 7.30pm at the 

Mangrove Mountain Union Church Hall
Mangrove Mountain Christian Service 9.30am second and fourth Sundays. Mangrove 

Mountain Union Church, cnr Bloodtree Rd & 
Wisemans Ferry Rd

(cont’d next page)

REGULAR ACTIVITIES & MEETINGS livestocK 
MARKet RePoRt

Maitland liveweight Cattle Sale
4th March 2024

A mixed yarding of 450 cattle yarded 
today with 400 trade/yearling cattle 
and 50 export cattle.

All regular buyers were in 
attendance.

Restocking steers 180kg – 250kg •	
made 250c/kg to 396c/kg
250kg – 350kg made 260c/kg to •	
382c/kg
350kg+ made 290c/kg to 370c/kg•	

Restocking Heifers 180-250kg made •	
210c/kg to 194c/kg
250kg-350kg made 230c/kg to 346c/•	
kg
350kg+ made 230c/kg to 336c/kg•	

Yearling Steers made 250c/kg to •	
340c/kg
Yearling Heifers made 210c/kg to •	
290c/kg

Grown Heifers made 200c/kg to •	
230c/kg
Cows made 160c/kg to 230c/kg•	
Bulls made 200c/kg to 230c/kg•	

Maitland liveweight Cattle Sale
26th February 2024

A total of 550 cattle yarded today 
with 510 trade/yearling cattle and 40 
export cattle.

Trade restocking steers remained •	
firm	 to	 20c/kg	 dearer	 in	 places,	
meanwhile the restocker heifers 
were 20c/kg easier.

Angus Restocker steers up to 280kg •	
made 330c/kg to 435c/kg
280kgs to 350kgs made 310c/kg to •	
405c/kg

Other breeds of restocker steers •	
made 250c/kg to 400c/kg
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St Barnabas Christian Service Every Sunday, 9.30am. (Easter &
Yarramalong (Christmas Carols dates to be advised)
Serbian Orthodox 2nd & 4th Sun. of the month. 10 am, followed 

by luncheon, tea, coffee, cakes (cost $20). 
1184 Peats Ridge Rd, Peats Ridge

Kariong Community Baptist Church Sun @9.30am, Church & Kid’s Program, 
Philip House, Mt Penang Gardens, Chris 
Clarke email pastorkcbc@outlook.com

Restitution Ministries 10am every Saturday, Mangrove Mountain
Independent SDA Church Union Church.
Divine Retreat Centre (Ph 04 6848 6782) Daily Holy Mass 8.00am to 8.30 am
160 Hensons Road, Somersby 1st Fri, 5:30pm-8:30pm Divine Mercy Friday
www.divineretreatcentre.org.au 1st Sat, 5.30pm-9pm, Youth Ministry 18-35yr
 Last Sun, 9am-4pm, One Day Retreat
Catholic Service   -Spencer  Holy Trinty Church, 2nd Sat of the month 

4pm, Contact 43771374 or 43771168 as times 
may change each month.

                             - Wollombi 2nd & 5th Sunday of the month, 4.30pm Mass 
at St Michael the Archangel, Wollombi.

                             - Somersby  Every Sat. evening vigil – 5.30pm St. Francis 
of Assisi Centre, 30 Lutana Rd, Somersby.

                             - Yarramalong 1st Sunday each month, 11.15am St. Barnabas 
All welcome. Enq 0428 438577

YOUTH
Junior Girl Guides 5-10 Kooree Guide Cabin, 5.00pm – 6.30pm 

Mondays in school term,  
Girl Guides 10-15 Kooree Guide Cabin, 6.00pm-7.30pm 

Mondays in school term, Contact 0417451764 
for further information

Scouts, Cubs & Venturers Cubs meet 6.30pm – 8.30pm Wednesdays
Peats Ridge Scout Hall Scouts meet 7.00pm – 9.00pm Tuesdays
 Venturers meet 7.00pm – 9.00pm Mondays 

Contact 0460 696 941
HISTORICAL
Brisbane Waters Historical Society 25-27 Henry Kendall St., West Gosford, Ph: 

4325 2270. www.henrykendallcottage.org.au
Dharug &Lower Hawkesbury Last Sat of month. All welcome, contact Jan
Historical Society Inc. Kofron 0405321478 jankofron@optusnet.com.au
First Fleeters Central Coast Chapter 2nd Sat of the month, 10.00am for 10.30, 

Point Clare Hall (except Jan & Dec). Contact 
Margaret 0409467710 or Gavin 43404435.

The Pearl Beach Aboriginal History Group 3rd Fri of month 7.30pm Pearl Beach. Peggy 
0411754577 pbaboriginalhistory@gmail.com

Wyong District Museum & Open Sun to Thurs, 10am-2pm, other times
Historical Society by appt. Contact 43521886 email info@

alisonhomestead.com.au.  website: www.
alisonhomestead.com.au

ACTIVITY/HOBBY
Central Coast GNU/Linux Users Group  www.cclug.org.au - all most welcome
Coastal Communicators Toastmasters 1st & 3rd Thurs of month, 6:45pm to 8:45pm 

at Doyalson-Wyee RSL. Debbie 0421216952
Craft/scrapbooking  Yarramalong Hall 10am to 5pm, $12/person. 

Bring along your projects. Dates & details: 
stackm@skymesh.com.au or ph 43561196

Saturday Craft Group/Spining 2nd Sat of the month Somersby Hall (10am to
and bobbin lace 2pm) cost $5 per person Carmen 0434071305
Yarn group (knit, crochet etc) Last Sunday of month 2pm at Angels Sussurri 

Cafe Yarramalong. Contact Margaret Dale 
0411104770

HALL BOOKINGS
Kulnura Hall ContactCentral Coast Council.
Mangrove Mountain Hall Hall bookings Ryan Howard 0405416289
Somersby Hall and Mountain Districts Hall bookings: 0413 359 655 
Culture and Heritage Centre                           or AH 4373 1488
Yarramalong school of Arts / Hall  enquiries@yarramalonghall.org.au 
 https://yarramalonghall.org.au

REGULAR ACTIVITIES & MEETINGS (cont’d)
Angus restocker heifers up to 280kgs •	
made 230c/kg to 280c/kg
280kgs to 350kgs made 220c/kg to •	
300c/kg

Yearling steers made 270c/kg to •	
405c/kg
Yearling heifers made 210c/kg to •	
310c/kg

Grown steers made 230c/kg to •	
260c/kg
Cows made 120c/kg to 235c/kg•	
Bulls made 170c/kg to 180c/kg•	

A friendly reminder that we are often 
in the area seeing clients and looking 
at their livestock and if you would like 
us to call in be sure to give us a call.

Like and share our Facebook page!
Keep up to date with bowelidbury.

com.au

Michael Easy & Rodney McDonald
Bowe & Lidbury

52 Kyle Street, Rutherford NSW 2320
P: 02 4932 7066
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Pg 22 aGiSTMenT WanTeD

HORSE AGISTMENT AVAILABLE. Full 
care. Group and individual paddocks with 
shelters. Full size sand dressage arena, grass 
jumping arena. Located walking distance to 
Peats Ridge Village and Café. Call Cameron on 
0438695600. OLD BATTERIES, will pickup,  phone 0413 

975 107
———————————

MALE COMPANION 18 to 80 for twice 
weekly meeting. 0431087281

———————————

REUSE jam & pickle jars with lids if  possible, 
also Fowlers preserving jats with or without lids. 
Drop off at Westys for Margaret Pontifex. ph 
43741255

———————————

Join in a 
Community 

Led Resilience 
Team

Prepare in advance for fires, floods, 
storms or personal emergencies.

Resilient communities tend to 

have strong community connections, 
helping them to prepare for and bounce 
back quicker from disasters.

Residents of Ironbark Rd, Mangrove 
Mountain have begun forming a 
Community Led Resilience Team with 
the aim of putting together a resilience 
and disaster action plan.

This will contribute to and be part 
of a resilience and disaster plan for the 
whole Mountain Districts.

By getting to know your neighbours 
and those on nearby properties you 
will have an idea of which people are 
vulnerable and may need help during 
emergencies. It will also be a way to 
find out what skills resources and 
experiences others have that would be 
useful during disaster scenarios.

Emergency planning is an iterative 
process and an emergency plan is 
not a static document but is regularly 
reviewed and updated with feedback 
from lessons learnt, actual life 
experiences, risk assessments and new 
data and technology. Because of the 
inherent uncertainty, plans need to be 
flexible and adaptive.

The emergency plan will deal with 

getting prepared, identifying actions 
to be implemented as an emergency 
event unfolds and steps to take once 
the emergency has passed.

To help, be involved or contribute 
please contact the MEPCC by email: 
mepccinc@gmail.com or phone: 0412 
669 649

Any residents of Ironbark Rd 
wishing to speak to or be involved in 
the Ironbark Team can contact Anne 
on 0414 682 533

The Mountain Districts plan 
complements similar plans in 
adjacent districts, namely Spencer and 
Wollombi.

Don’t wait until an emergency 
knocks on your door to take action

This effort is also supported by the 
NSW DPI, Carers NSW, Central Coast 
Council, Hunter JO, SES and RFS.

MEPCC

GARDENER WANTED for Kulnura garden 
2	 days	 per	 week,	 flexible	 hrs	 &	 days,	 pay	
negotiable 0413 868007
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Wed, Thu, Fri 9am-2pm.   Sat 8am-12noon 
Walk in - no appt necessary  Ph 0447436558

PEATS RIDGE HAIR CUTS 
MEN - LADIES - CHILDREN

MISTY MOUNTAIN RURAL 
CONTRACTORS - Earthworks, Irrigation, 
all services available Ph  43530990  or  
0418221495

———————————

PEST CONTROL - Servicing the local 
area. A.T.S. Pest Control Services Phone 

Tony 4373 1157 Mob: 0427 731 157
SeRViCeS aVailaBle

OOST Painting Contractors - Lic 71725C 
Quality & cleanliness assured.

For a free quote call David 4356 1449 or 
0417 234 094. Yarramalong Local

HORSE RUG REPAIRS - reliable prompt 
service. Pick-up & drop-off available for large 
quantities. Ph 0405 620 394

ALL COVERS & CANVAS WORK!
Boats,	 Vehicles	 &	 Horse	 floats	 re-trimmed,	

cover & horse rug repairs, no job too small! 
Servicing the mountains & the valleys. Call Alan 
on 0414 993 669 or Louise on 0410 646 200. 
located at Yarramalong Road Wyong Creek.

These  columns  will  be  set  aside  each  issue  for residents  to  advertise  inexpensively  and 
effectively  in  their  own  local  paper.   If you  have anything you  wish to sell, buy, swap, etc., ring 
4374	1039	or	0412	669	649	during	office	hours.	Rates	start	at	$4.00.

ClaSSiFieD aDVeRTiSeMenTS

GALE’S CITRUS - Bagged Citrus trees in 
various sizes available ph. 4372 1408  or mobile 
0421 196 631

———————————

BRICKLAYING  & Render repairs. Adrian 
0408347737. Lic 98665C

———————————

AIRCONDITIONING,       BUILDING, 
CARPENTRY - Local service, 14yrs experience 
in aircon, 22yrs experience in building & 
carpentry. Call Ken 0412 842 920

———————————

LAURIE DOUGLASS PLUMBING
Plumber,	 Drainer,	 Gasfitter,	 Roofer	 -	 
Ph 4373 1257   Mob 0407 008 488

———————————

HORSE BURIALS
Specialising in the on-site burial  of your 

precious horse. Ph Craig 0411 2888 12

FOR   Sale

KELLY’S KLEANING SERVICES - 
Servicing the Mountain & the coast. Please call 
Kelly on 0420541196

———————————

SMALL ACRE MOWING
Excavation, Environmental 
Remediation 0412 228 718

Track mounted slasher/mulcher and 
excavator	mounted	flail	mower.	Sloping	 land,	
fire	breaks,	hazard	reduction	of	low	vegetation,	
(lantana,etc)  fence line clearing, broad 
acre slashing. Free quotes. Bliss Earthworx 
0409456003

ALL TERRAIN SLASHING

TOP QUALITY DENMAN RIVER ARENA 
SAND - as used at Scone and Tamworth 
Equestrian Centres. All sand, no clay. Call for 
load rate. Mark 0409 152 540

———————————

QHHT Level 2 Practitioner and Soul Speak 
Practitioner. Also offering:
- group regressions (in person or online)
- “surrogate” sessions (in person)
- pendulum dowsing classes (group or individual, 

in person or online)
- spiritual/life coaching
For bookings or enquiries call Sharyn on 0408 

967 507 or email shazzaunitt@protonmail.com
 ———————————

MULCH HAY $5 per bale min 15 bales 
0419412993

———————————

WATER LICENCE Kulnura Mangrove 
Mountain Ground water source 45 Megs, open 
to offers, call 0407761375

———————————

2 ADULT DORPER Ewes in lamb (1 black, 1 
white) $130 ea.

2 BLACK RAM lambs and 1 white wether, 
born 10/23, hand feed and lead with bucket. 
$100 ea.

6 JUVENILE Turkeys, black white & 
bronzewing 10/23 $40 ea

HALF GROWN white silkies 3, 1 sussex, 
wormed etc $5 ea.    Ph Margaret 43741255

RURAL FENCING - Post & rail, wire 
stock, chainwire, colourbond, paling etc. Also 
Landclearing. Phone Rick 4373 1117

FIREWOOD for sale 43741192  or 
0497808759

———————————

YOUNG FEMALE GOATS from $150.00 
Dianne 0427 573 494
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