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Pop-up 
Recovery Hubs
Two Pop-up Recovery Hubs will 

open at Spencer and The Entrance from 
Monday 14 March to support affected 
communities.  Council is working with 
Resilience NSW to ensure residents 
have access to information and support 
services to aid recovery following the 
recent severe weather event.

CEN believes in Ecological 
Sustainable Development (ESD) and 
opposed all threats to it.

That is why we have responded to the 
NSW Government’s ‘new approach to 
rezoning’ with caution.

Our submission in response to the 
Department of Planning’s discussion 
paper said we opposed the idea of 
giving greater control of some aspects 
of land rezoning to landowners and 
property developers.

The EP&A Act already includes 
provisions and loopholes which can be 
used to expedite rezonings –sometimes 
at the expense of ESD!

We don’t believe there is any need 
for the proponent in a rezoning to meet 
with the rezoning authority to discuss 
a potential rezoning application, for 
example.

We believe removing oversight 
mechanisms and providing merits 
appeal rights to developers would 
jeopardise ecologically sustainable 
decision making about how land 
should be zoned.

We oppose the removal of the 
gateway determination process – 
ICAC’s March 2021 Report on the 
Investigation into the conduct of 
councillors of the former Canterbury 
City Council and others (p194-195) 
made the importance of Gateway 
clear.

In fact, we think objectors, usually 
concerned community members, 
should be afforded merits review 
rights on rezonings.

According to the ICAC, third party 
merits appeal rights improve decision 
making and safeguard against biased 
or corrupt decision-making.

Submission writing is only one of 
the many things we do at CEN on a 
daily basis to protect ESD and oppose 
threats to it.

Gary Chestnut, CEN Chair

Proverbs 28:18
The one who lives with integrity 

will be helped, but one who distorts 
right and wrong will suddenly fall.

The locations and opening times 
are:
Spencer Community Hall, 4776 
Wisemans Ferry Road Spencer

Mon 14 March: 10.00am – 4.00pm•	
Wed 16 March: 10.00am – 4.00pm•	
Sat 19 March: 10.00am – 2.00pm•	
Mon 21 March: 10.00am – 4.00pm•	
Tue 22 March: 10.00am – 4.00pm•	

Diggers at The entrance, 315 The 
entrance Rd, long Jetty

Tue 15 March: 10.00am – 4.00pm•	
Thu 17 March: 10.00am – 4.00pm•	
Sun 20 March: 10.00am – 2.00pm•	
Wed 23 March: 10.00am – 4.00pm•	
Thu 24 March: 10.00am – 4.00pm•	

Keep up to date by going to the Flood 
and storm recovery information page 
on Council’s website at centralcoast.
nsw.gov.au

Central Coast Council

A SubmiSSion 
About CentrAl 

CoASt CounCil’S 
rAte VAriAtion
“The council’s proposal to increase 

its rates permanently is inconsistent 
with its intention to use the SV funds 
to repay the loans.”

from IPART’s Final Report on CCC’s 
2021 SV Application, May 2021.

extracts from a Submission
by Kevin Brooks to iPaRT

In May 2021, IPART largely rejected 
CCC’s application for a permanent 
15% Special Variation (SV). IPART 
restricted the SV to three years. 
IPART explained the main reason for 
its decision was the SV would raise 
far more money than was needed for 
its stated purposes, mainly paying off 
emergency loans from the financial 
crisis. IPART also suggested that 
CCC should use the breathing space 
to improve productivity and liberate 
efficiencies from the merger.

This SV application raises about 
$26M per year. If Council only needs 
$11M per year to pay off the loans 
from the financial crisis, what is the 
other $15M a year for?

It seems, CCC has a recurring 
structural deficit that has still not 
been brought under control. What 
has caused this recurring structural 
deficit? General rates have gone 
up well in excess of inflation over 
the past decade. Before the merger, 
IPART granted Wyong Council a 31% 
increase over four years in 2013/14, 
and this was passed on to Gosford last 
year as part of rates harmonization 
leading to a 42% average increase in 
Gosford rates when added to the SV. 

At the same time, services have been 
significantly cut. So, if rates have risen 
well above inflation, and services have 
been cut, why does CCC still have a 
recurring structural deficit even after 
paying off it loans?

Mr Brooks also pointed out in a 
separate submission on water charges 
“Central Coast Council’s proposal 
for a 34% water rate hike, coming 
on top of a 42% increase in general 
rates in Gosford this year, represents 
an extraction of economic rent by 
a monopoly service provider on a 
grotesque scale. IPART exists to 
protect customers from monopoly 
pricing.

Mr Brooks writes “If IPART 
allows any part of this appeal, it will 
need to explain why it is doing so 
after rejecting it last year despite the 
reasons for rejection equally applying 
this year.

IPART will also need to explain how 
it ever expects CCC to reform itself 
and its culture, improve performance, 
productivity, and efficiency, if it keeps 
getting bailed out by ratepayers.

To see this and other submissions go to 
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au
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Pg 2 Moving towards storm 
and flood recovery

The Central Coast is starting to 
recover from the impacts of the recent 
severe weather event which saw 
substantial rainfall and localised flash 
flooding, however parts of our region 
are still impacted.

 
Safety and supporting the affected 

community continues to remain a 
priority for Council.

A Recovery Committee has been 
established and Council is working 
with Resilience NSW as we move 
forward.

While water is receding there 
is still major flooding continuing 
throughout the Hawkesbury area. 
Power remains out in the area however 
Ausgrid continue to address power 
outages where accessible to do so. 
The Rural Fire Service (RFS) are 
making arrangements to deliver fuel 
for generators which has been donated 
by a volunteer. The SES and RFS are 
continuing to contact residents where 
possible and monitor flood levels 
and deliver food hampers and fuel. 
WelFAC have provided hampers and 
water with continued supply available 
where required. The Ambulance 
Service, RFS and NSW Health are 
continuing to assist with welfare 

checks and provision of support.
The Evacuation Centre at The 

Diggers at The Entrance remains open 
and continues to operate 9am to 6pm 
as needed. Residents in temporary 
accommodation will start to return 
home if possible.

For emergency help, call NSW SES 
on 132 500, or in a life-threatening 
emergency, call Triple Zero (000).

All 15 patrolled Central Coast 
beaches remain closed. The Grant 
McBride baths and the ferry at 
Wisemans Ferry also remain closed. 
With current large dangerous sea 
conditions and large tidal variations do 
not attempt to access rock platforms to 
observe sea conditions.
alert for falling trees & powerlines

Following a period of heavy rain, a 
tree’s root system can be compromised 
as the soil becomes saturated. Please 
be on alert for high wind predictions 
and subsequent tree falls.

For emergency help regarding trees 
down on private property call the NSW 
SES on 132 500 or visit their website 
www.ses.nsw.gov.au for information 
on how to plan and prepare for storm 
or flooding emergencies.

For fallen powerlines or trees on 
powerlines please call AUSGRID on 
13 13 88. Please do not go anywhere 
near fallen trees as they are often 
tangled with powerlines and can be 
extremely dangerous.

Fallen trees over roads can be 
reported to Council.

Roads
Throughout this severe weather 

event, Council’s road crews have 
attended over 120 after-hour callouts, 
and closed more than 80 roads across 
the Coast, with a number of road 
closures still in place due to flooding. 
Council crews are on the ground and 
reopening roads where water has 
receded, our foreshores may still be 
inundated and unsuitable for use at 
this point.

For full details please search 
‘road closures’ on Council’s website 
centralcoast.nsw.gov.au. For road and 
traffic updates visit Live Traffic NSW 
www.livetraffic.com.

Council road crews continue to 
respond to fallen trees over roads, 
landslips, fix potholes, and repair other 
damage to our road network. Council’s 
Emergency Incident Committee is 
continuing to liaise with Transport 
NSW to collectively address impacts 
on roads. We ask for the community’s 
continued patience as we prioritise 
responses.

Please drive carefully and report 
any potholes or road damage caused 
by weather events by calling Council 
on 1300 463 954 or submitting online 
centralcoast.nsw.gov.au via the 
‘Report an issue’ page.
Remote communities

Remote communities such as 
Spencer located along the Hawkesbury 
River continue to be isolated with 
key access routes such as Wisemans 
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Ferry Road closed due to landslips and 
fallen trees. Council is working with 
the NSW SES, Ambulance Services 
and other relevant services to provide 
supplies and assistance during this 
time. Once river levels further recede, 
Council crews can commence clean-up 
works and have the road fully opened. 
A Local Recovery Committee has 
also been established to help support 
affected residents and areas.
Waste services and clean up

As the water recedes and we 
begin the clean-up, we ask for the 
community’s patience as we attend 
to the most urgent calls first until we 
reach all affected areas. Some areas 
may need additional time to dry or 
be repaired before we can access for 
clean ups.

Weekly kerbside bin collections are 
continuing as normal, however some 
minor delays may be experienced due 
to high demands.  

Larger volumes of bulky household 
waste or vegetation can be booked 
as a bulk kerbside collection through 
1Coast (as part of your annual bulk 
kerbside collection services).

Please note Council is prioritising 
bulk kerbside collections for flood 
affected regions.
Spencer and Gunderman

It is anticipated that road opening 
will occur in this area as waters 
recede. Council will conduct a sweep 
of waste collections in this region next 
week (access permitting), conducting 
regular kerbside bin collections on 
Monday 14 March and Thursday 
17 March. Also on Thursday 17 
March, Council will collect bulky 
waste presented outside residential 
properties – these collections do not 
need to be booked and will not impact 
any standard bulk waste entitlements.
Disaster Relief Grant

The NSW Government announced 
7 March 2022 that the Central Coast 
has been included in the Natural 
Disaster Declaration which will allow 
those affected in our community to 
be eligible for flood assistance. The 
Disaster Relief Grant is administered 

by Resilience NSW. For more 
information, go to nsw.gov.au and 
search ‘disaster recovery’ or call 1800 
018 444.

Disaster affected people can be 
granted immediate assistance if they 
do not have the financial resources to 
meet their immediate needs. Financial 
assistance can be sourced from the 
Evacuation Centre who will assess 
and also refer to appropriate agencies 
such as Samaritans for support and 
material aid and Chaplaincy services.
Flood Disaster Recovery Small 
Business Grants

NSW small businesses and not-for-
profits (NFP) affected by the severe 
weather and floods in February and 
March 2022 can now apply for up 
to $50,000 in NSW Government 
support. Payments can go towards the 
cost of safety inspections, building 
repairs, cleaning equipment, materials 
needed to resume trade, disposing of 
debris and spoiled stock, or leasing 
temporary space. Businesses can 
apply via the Service NSW website 
or by calling a Service NSW Business 
Concierge on 13 77 88.
Your mental health matters

The NSW Government’s Head to 
Health has been designed to provide 
mental health support to those in need 
during these challenging times. Call 
1800 595 131 during business hours or 
go online to mindhealth.org.au/flood-
support.

If you are feeling overwhelmed, 
anxious, sad or need help during any 
this emergency and recovery phase, 
there are also many local health and 
wellbeing services available. Find out 
where to get help here.
Health & safety during clean-up

Avoid unnecessary risks during 
clean up:

Do not enter a damaged building or •	
structure, unless deemed safe to do 
so by authorities.
Take great care around electricity •	
– follow the SES Electricity Safety 
Tips.
Be alert to snakes, spiders, rats and •	
other wildlife that may have taken 

refuge in the building, structure or 
furniture.
If removing or moving waste, •	
remember to practise basic hygiene. 
Use appropriate personal protective 
equipment, including dust mask, 
gloves, covered shoes or boots and 
full-length clothing to cover your 
arms and legs.
All cuts and abrasions should be •	
cleaned, treated with antiseptic and 
covered immediately. If you have a 
deep cut or wound, if a wound has 
had	contact	with	floodwaters	or	if	a	
wound develops redness, swelling 
or discharge, seek immediate 
medical attention.
Avoid being bitten by mosquitoes. •	
Use an insect repellent on exposed 
skin areas and reapply every 
couple of hours. Cover up as much 
as	possible	with	loose-fitting	and	
light-coloured clothing. Should you 
or any of your family have severe 
diarrhoea or vomiting, please seek 
immediate medical assistance. If 
you have these symptoms, you’ll 
need	extra	fluids	to	replace	what	
you	lose.	The	best	fluids	to	take	
are those that contain a mixture 
of special salts (electrolytes) and 
sugars, (e.g. Gastrolyte) which 
can be purchased from local 
pharmacies.
 
For further information on 

maintaining health during and after 
floods and storms, go to NSW Health’s 
website or call 1800 health direct or 
18000 022 222.

This recent and ongoing emergency 
weather event has demonstrated the 
strength and resilience of the Central 
Coast people and efforts to look out 
for each other as ‘one’ community.

Council wishes to thank the SES and 
volunteers assisting on the ground, as 
well as Council staff and crews who 
as the situation unfolded, have worked 
hard to keep our community safe.

Keep up to date with current flood 
and storm recovery information on 
Council’s website centralcoast.nsw.
gov.au
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For Doctor Appointments:
Monday - Friday 9am- 5pm

Laverty Pathology Service
Available:

Monday to Friday 8:00 till 3:30
Saturday 8:30 till 12

1639 Nurses Road
Central Mangrove, 2250

02 4373 1914 

Medicare Bulk Billing

Dr. S. ANANDASIVAM
(ANAND)

MBBS, FRACGP, AMCC

SolACe & 
SCienCe

A contribution for those who have 
found solace in the garden in these 
troubled times, and who, like me, trust 
the scientists more than the politicians 
when it comes to the spread of Covid 
19 in the community.

Gosford Times  13 March 1934.
——————————————

Blooms of Rare Beauty
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
MEETS.
Wonderful bowls of beautiful blooms 
graced the long tables at the Masonic 
Hall on Monday night when the 
Gosford Horticultural Society held 
its monthly meeting and exhibition. 
‘If only we had a water supply,’ said 
the President, Mr. C. E. Chapman, 
wistfully, what a wonderful show we 
could make.’ .... and then it came on 
to rain. 
Mr. D. A. Prentice was busy in the body 
of the hall with an outsize in pencils, 
and a serious countenance. No, there 
were no prizes, but awards - yes, and 
as in ancient Greece, when the hero’s 
award was a mere laurel wreath, the 
award was perhaps as highly prized 
by its recipient as the championship 
belt would have been by Fitzsimmons 
or Griffo in the brave days of old. 
The show, so worthy, so unpretentious, 
was only another example of the 
unacclaimed resources of little 

Gosford town - of the grand results 
that are arrived at week by week 
here by earnest unselfish little bands 
of workers, whose driving motive 
always is the prestige of their district. 
It seemed a shame that the exhibitors 
had not the applause of appreciative 
multitudes to command. They deserved 
applause - by the bucket-full, but there 
was little of a gathering, and that all 
confined to the platform, when Mr. C. 
E. Chapman (President) opened up. 
“Our good friend, Mr. Harris, he said, 
‘has got a nomination for Secretary, 
who not only is not averse to the job, 
but who will positively revel in it.” 
“So we will appoint the Secretary and 
then we can call a meeting early. This 
meeting is more or less informal.’ Miss 
Ruth Renwick then was appointed 
Secretary on the motion of Mr 
Harris and Mrs R. R. Mortimer. Miss 
Barbara Ironmonger has intimated 
that she will not be available for the 
committee. ‘The whole upkeep of the 
Society is the members’ fees,” the 
President reminded them. “In July 
they all are due again. That will not 
be long now.” Officers present were 
Messrs Chas. Parry (Treasurer), D. 
A. Prentice (Secretary), who was 
busy setting out the tables, and Mr. 
Chapman (President) who did the 
judging. Others present included 
Messrs R. C. King Kemp, H. Parry, 
Davidson, Harris, D. Starkey. G. 
Linton, A. E. Debenham, Gavin, and 
D. A. Prentice, and Mesdames Linton, 
Mortimer, Gavin, G. Margin, G. M. 

Wheeler, E. White, and Miss Ruth 
Kemp. 
The awards were as follow: - 
Petunias, not less than three fringed 
varieties. - H. Andrews. 
Petunias, best collection.- H. Andrews 1, 
H. D. Starkey 2. 
Geraniums- C. D. Daven 1, Mrs. 
Mortimer 2. 
Cannas.- G. Litton 1, H. D. Starkey 2, 
Gaillardia.- Mrs R. R. Mortimer. 
Zinnia, giant.- H. D. Starkey 1, A. E. 
Debenham 2. 
Zinnia, Lilliput.- Mrs E. White 1, A. E. 
Debenham 2. 
Nasturtium, bowl.- A. E. Debenham. 
Dahlia, decorative. - H. D. Starkey 1, 
Mrs. E. White 2. 
Dahlia, pompone.- A. E. Debenham 1 
and 2. 
Gerbera.- Mrs G. Margin 1, H. D. 
Starkey 2. 
Carnation.- Sister Winter. 
Roses-Mrs. Mortimer 1, Sister Winter 2. 
Marigold-S. R. Kemp 1, Mrs. G. Margin 2.
Cut Flowers, collection.- Mrs. 
Mortimer. 
Cut Flowers, bowl.- Mrs. Mortimer. 
Cut Flowers, table.- Mr Linton 1, Sister 
Winter 2.
Cut Flowers, floating.- Sister Winter 1, 
Miss Ruth Kemp 2. 
Cut Flowers, vase.- Sister Winter 1. Mrs 
G. Margin 2. 
Dahlia, decorative.- H. D. Starkey 1 
Mrs E. White 2. 
Dahlia, peony.- H. D. Starkey. 
Dahlia, cactus-A. E. Debenham 1 and 2.
Dahlia, pompome.- A. E. Debenham 1 
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and 2. 
Zinnia.- H. D. Starkey. 
Rose.- Sister Winter 1, C. D. Gavan 2 
Rose, decorative.- Sister Winter. 
Best Specimen Flower, any variety.- 
Mrs. G. M. Wheeler.
Best Head or Truss.- Mrs. Mortimer 1, 
Sister Winter 2.

Some background regarding  
“Second Prize Cut Flowers, 
floating. Miss Ruth Kemp” aged 19 
at the time.

When Alexander Hunter in 
1880 built a home [which he called 
Hunclydesterdale,  according to the 
Australian Town and Country Journal 
in 1893] on what was then called The 
Penang, now Somersby, he heeled in 
some camellia seedlings which he 
had brought with him when he left his 
nursery in Ashfield in 1884, with the 
intention of later planting them out. 
They never got planted out. 

In 1929 Mr. George. C. Linton bought 
the property, named it Kewita, and 
named the four seedlings Alexander 
Hunter, Jean Lyne, Constance and 
Ruth Kemp. In 1981 they were 7 metres 
high and 9 metres wide. [Jean Lyne, 
Alexander Hunter and Constance are 
still extant as camellia cultivars, but 
I have yet to track down Ruth Kemp, 
perhaps one of your readers knows of 
it.]

At the wedding, as described in 
the Leader, Orange 1942,  of Miss 
Pat Hansen, from Orange, who was 
married to Richard King Kemp, of 
Gosford, second son of R. C. King 
Kemp; “The lovely flowers she 
carried were given by Mr. Linton, of 
Gosford, and were fashioned into a 
bouquet by Miss Ruth King Kemp (the 
bridegroom’s sister).“

“The beautiful camellias used in the 
bouquets were a special blend of Mr. 
Linton’s own. They were large, in a 
shade of pink, and he has called them 
the Ruth Kemp camellias after the 
bride-groom’s sister.” [“Ruth Kemp” 
is described as a semi-double light 
rose camellia]

The  above account of the 
Horticultural Society meeting, 
contains some other names familiar to 
many long-term Mountain residents.

D. A. Prentis was of course the 
first Headmaster of Somersby Public 
School, Richard King Kemp was a 
Gosford solicitor who represented a 
number of local residents.

e.g.
“Walter Cowlishaw v. Edward England, 
charge of picking wild flowers on 
private land without consent of owner. 
Mr. R. C. King Kemp for complainant, 
Mr. A. D. Hickey for defendant. 
Walter Cowlishaw, orchardist, 

Mangrove Mountain, said he was a 
brother of Harold Cowlishaw, owner 
of a property at Mangrove Mountain, 
which witness managed, and had an 
interest in. On September 15th, on the 
Gosford to Bloodtree Road, he saw a 
car standing”………etc.
[Gosford Times 14 Oct 1926]
in a dispute over burning off:
“Somersby Growers In Court
Case of Farmer versus Orchardist
Scene: Gosford Police Court. In 
one corner, George James Turner, 
Somersby, orchardist, 59 years, of 
age, and weighing 14 stone. In the 
opposite corner, Herbert Ainsley 
Clyde Marshall, farmer, Somersby, 
44 years of age, weight, 9 stone 4 lbs. 
Referee, Mr. A. G. Hardwick, P.M. In 
Turner’s corner was Mr. R. C. King 
Kemp, while Mr. A .D. Hickey swung 
the towel for Marshall”.
Marshall claimed “He saw 
complainant light a fire at the corner of 
the main road and Grant’s road with a 
cigarette lighter. He said “You are the 
mongrel who has been setting all these 
fires. You started that fire that came 
through my place.” Marshall replied 
‘You are a –––– liar’ and rushed at 
witness. They got into holts and fell on 
the ground………………..etc……
[Gosford Times Thursday 29 October 
1936]

Many local growers will have had 
their labels printed by Ironmongers, 
Margins soft drinks were popular, and 
perhaps, like me, you, can remember 
buying clothes from Mortimers, 
or getting your shoes from Noel 
Harris, the exciting part of which was 
looking at your feet through the X-ray 
machine.

“Mr. Harris established an up to date 
children’s department. The business 
… takes pride in the fact that it has the 
only X-ray fittings section between 
Sydney and Newcastle.” [Gosford 
Times 17 December 1954]

Perhaps we ignored the science in 
those days too.

Neil Berecry-Brown
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NSW Law Society Accredited 
Specialist since 1996

Solicitors & Attorneys
Solving legal problems e�ectively and e�ciently for 

the Coast and Mountain communities for over 20 years
  Conveyancing   All insurance claims
  Driving o�ences   Wills and probate

  Council and building disputes

98 Mann Street, Gosford 4322 6666
25 Alison Road, Wyong 4353 1248

The Soul Connection 
to Healing Your Body

Did you know that your soul is 
ALWAYS speaking to you through 
your body? 

You could think of your body as a 
‘messaging system’ through which it 
communicates to you so you can find 
the root cause of any physical illness or 
injury in order to address the problem 
at a deeper level so that you can heal 
your body from the inside out. 

The basic idea behind healing 
with this wholistic approach is that 
emotions felt during periods of trauma 
or stress in a person’s life can, and 
often do, become ‘trapped’ within 
certain areas of the body and will 
build up or remain until the person 
‘receives’ the message or manages 
to work through the ‘stored trauma’ 
which allows them to be released 
from the body altogether in order to 
bring true healing, as emotions are the 

gateway to your soul.
One downfall of mainstream 

Western medicine is that it tends to 
separate our ‘system’ into the physical 
and the mental but largely has ignored 
the soul (spiritual) component, when it 
is actually the soul component which 
is the MOST important one. ALL 
physical manifestations come from 
the spiritual core of ourselves. So, 
until this deep level of understanding 
of our physical ailments is understood 
the problems remain unresolved to 
some degree. 

Is it any surprise that a large 
proportion of Western society, 
especially in the elderly populations, 
are often on a list of multiple 
pharmaceutical agents, which usually 
end up causing more problems than 
what they are meant to be ‘fixing’, 
and can often cause toxic side effects 
which leave a person more burdened 
with illness than before they started? 

Could this actually be by design, 
do you think? Would you agree that 
maybe the medical system as we 
know it actually prefers to KEEP us 
sick so that they can maintain their 
perceptual cycle of profiteering from 
our illnesses? It’s a question worth 
asking. 

What if there was a way to address 
these ‘medical issues’ at the core 
level which could help one bypass 
the need for the medical system 
altogether? (Aside from the use of 
other alternative healing modalities 

luCy WiCkS 
thAnkS 

reSidentS for 
feedbACk At 
26th mArCh  

CAtCh-up
Thank you to the many local 

residents who attended our Mangrove 
Mountain Coffee Catch-up. I also want 
to thank Shane from the Mangrove 
Mountain Hub for her hospitality and 
lovely coffee. 

Residents from Mangrove Mountain, 
Spencer, Kulnura and surrounding 
suburbs raised issues such as mobile 
coverage, NBN connectivity and local 
roads.

We’re working to address many 
of these concerns by contacting 
NBN to assess bespoke solutions for 
individual residencies, raising mobile 
black spots with Telstra and Optus and 
meeting with the Minister for Urban 
Infrastructure about funding for local 
roads. 

The Morrison Government has 
delivered improved mobile coverage 
in Mangrove Mountain, Calga, 
Spencer and Wendoree Park, but we 
know there is more work to do. 

My commitment to you is to fight 
for a future where locals have access 
to the economic, career, educational or 

other advancement opportunities they 
want, and upgrades to communications 
infrastructure is an important part of 
this. 

If you have a similar issue you 
would like assistance with, please get 
in touch via lucy.wicks.mp@aph.gov.
au

Lucy Wicks MP
Member for Robertsom
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such as naturopathy, kinesiology and 
chiropractic as well as quantum-based 
modalities that are beginning to emerge 
from the shadows, eg. RIFE machines 
that work on quantum entanglement 
theory, and other technologies that are 
yet to be brought out into the open in 
the years to come.)

And what if a person could learn 
to use this process for themselves in 
order to be able to heal themselves 
without always needing to ‘consult’ 
a doctor or specialist? This process 
can help a person to achieve personal 
sovereignty and self-empowerment 
which can do wonders for the soul!

As a Soul Speak Practitioner, I can 
help you to ‘join the dots’ to work 
out what certain traumatic events, 
illnesses or injuries from the (recent/
distant) past may be the underlying 
cause for specific physical ailments 
that exist in your life right now and 
what action can be taken to assist in 
resolving these ailments. At the end of 
the day, everyone has the answers they 
need deep within their own knowing. 
The intuitive investigations I provide 
can help you to discover these answers 
for yourself. 

To organise a session (est 1 ½ hrs), 
the best way to contact me is via email 
to shazzaunitt@protonmail.com or 
alternatively you can sms text me on 
0408 967 507, or by calling 4376 1014 
(last resort).

Sharyn Unitt
Soul Speak Practitioner

“OUR SEEDLINGS ARE SECOND TO NONE
THERE IS NO SECOND CHOICE”

OVER 50 YEARS GROWING EXPERIENCE
Elwyn and Dallas Fabian

FABIAN FARM
Cell Grown Seedlings

Office:  02 4374 1281
Fax:  02 4374 1011

Elwyn:  0418 432 477
Dallas:  0417 285 047

191 Waratah Road, Mangrove Mountain, 2250

Union Church 
Update

13th March 2022
Unfortunately, our second meeting 

with the Liquidator was postponed 
from 9th March to the 16th .   So, by the 
time you are reading this, we hope to 
know a bit more about the future of our 
Mangrove Mountain Union Church.  
Prior to the meeting, the Liquidator 
has not given much away, apart from 
saying that the legal advice which he 
had been waiting for was only recently 
received, and that a number of options 
have been identified and are being 
considered.  Please join with us in 
praying and hoping for common sense 
to prevail, and that the Liquidator will 
cease obstructing the purposes of the 
1914 Trust Deed by which our Union 
Church is owned for the benefit of our 
community.

Our representatives at the meeting 
will be Keith Aranjo, Pam Crocker and 
myself together with Peter FitzSimons 
and David Norris (representing the 
John Singleton Group). 

Our local congregation, the 
Mangrove Mountain Christian Group, 
continues to hold its worship services 
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each 
month.  While we are denied use of 

the Union Church by the Liquidator, 
we are meeting in the Mangrove 
Mountain Hall.  Earlier today, our 
guest at the service was Nick Farr 
Jones AM.  As many of you may know, 
Nick is a former Australian Rugby 
Union footballer and Team Captain 
of the Wallabies.  He is a regular 
public speaker and a self-described 
“praying” Christian.  Nick spoke about 
his life, and his Christian journey of 
43 years.  Nick also spoke about his 
involvement as Board Chairman and 
Patron to “Stand Tall” which is a 
charity organisation running events, 
camps, presentations and workshops 
that help ensure the mental wellbeing 
of youth for their futures.  A very 
worthy cause!  Our next service will 
be on Sunday 27th March.  

Our Adult Christian Discussion 
Group (Bible Study) continues meeting 
in the Union Church grounds under the 
Gazebo on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Monday 
evenings during summer from 5pm to 
6.30pm.  BYO chair and, if you want, 
a non-alcoholic refreshment.  “Test 
drives” are most welcome.   

In the meantime, thank you to all 
who have contributed to our Save 
the Union Church Campaign.  Please 
continue with your support, letters to 
the Liquidator, and donations - see 
help suggestions elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 

Robert Meggs
President MMCG Inc

(tel – 4376 1451)
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Sustainable Natives 
(wholesale production nursery)
94 Keighley Avenue, Somersby - Sales by appointment.

Contact Jonathan Steeds on 0415465162
jonathan@sustainablenatives.com.au
or Olga@sustainablenatives.com.au
web: www.sustainablenatives.com.au

 

We produce a large range of Australian Natives including 
local species. We supply retail nuseries, landscapers, bush 
regeneration projects, developers and local property owners 
with tubestock to semi advanced plants.
We offer a design (landscape architecture drawings)/
consultation service for your property to add more natives 
to your landscape.

Spencer Locals 
Invoke Emergency 

Plan while 
Emergency Services 

Kick into Action
From the 9/3/22 the Hawkesbury 

River communities including  
residents of Spencer, Gunderman 
and Marlowe began to receive care 
packages, fuel and evacuation by boat 
where necessary.

Help was provided by the SES, 
RFS, ADF even a group of Coogee 
Lifeguards. Initially crews worked 
from the water ferrying goods by boat 
to people cut off from roads and this 
was followed by crews in RFS and 
SES vehicles.

Many areas had lost power and 
phone and providers were working to 
restore services.

Spencer became a staging area for 
crews to be briefed before moving on 
to designated assignments.

Spencer locals activated their 
Community Emergency Response 
Plan that had been initiated by the 
River Cares group.

This assisted in coordinating the 
initial actions and in contacting people 
to check on safety and needs. The lack 
of power and phone services proved 
a major handicap and landslides 
combined with flooding resulted in  
some areas being completely cut off 
and isolated.

The value of having a community 
led process to be prepared for disaster 
events and a plan for post-disaster 
recovery is being demonstrated by the 
Spencer community.

In the past there would be some years 
between disaster events but in the 
last three years we have had massive 
bushfires, two major flood events, 
several storms and COVID. There 
is an imperative for communities 
to develop their own emergency 
plans and to demand, from all level 
of government, greater attention to 
at-risk communities and to implement 
a plan for the ongoing provision of 
resources to prepare for and better 

respond to emergencies.
Sir Peter Cosgrove, former  

Lieutenant General and Chief of Army 
and former Governor General has said  
relying on the ADF in disasters is 
unviable and the Federal Government 
should fund a paid, highly trained 
civilian emergency response force that 
stays in reserve and can be mobilised 
when needed.

Residents should follow up with 
their local community groups to 
find out what disaster preparation 
guidelines are available and what 
emergency response plans are in 
place. Residents can also get involved 
in helping to prepare plans and to 
press governments to provide support 
and resources on an ongoing basis.

Keith Aranjo

Photos at Spencer:
Clockwise from top left ...

Army personnel preparing to check on 
river communities, RFS & SES crews 
loading care packages, Surf Rescue 
crew from Coogee land after working 
up river from Brooklyn, RFS crews 

preparing to deploy by road.
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Somersby - Mangrove
& Central Coast area

Brett Warren
Mobile: 0428 215 599

Home: 4374 1640

Consultations by appointment
Mobile X-ray, endoscopy, purchase and insurance exams

www.centralcoastequine.com.au

Horse Vet

Email: brettvet@ozemail.com.au

After several sold out cabarets 
Curtain Bounce are currently 
promoting our first ever full length 
musical – Into the Woods. The show 
will be playing in the Don Craig 
Room, Laycock Street Community 
Theatre from April 22 – May 7.

Composed by Stephen Sondheim, the 
legendary musical theatre composer 
who passed away at the end of 2021, 
Into the Woods takes everyone’s 
favourite storybook characters and 
brings them together for a timeless, 
yet relevant, piece and a rare modern 
classic.

With characters including Little Red 
Riding Hood, Rapunzel, Jack and the 
Beanstalk and Cinderella each story 

is altered and intertwined, and most 
eventually work towards the same 
goal, but not until they each realize the 
repercussions of their desired “happily 
ever afters.”

The cast is a who’s who of 
Central Coast talent featuring many 
cast members who’ve performed 
professionally around Australia.

The musical is adored by many 
musical theatre lovers and it will be 
the first time it’s been presented at 
Laycock Street in over 25 years! It is 
also the first Sondheim musical to be 
presented at Laycock Street in over 20 
years.

To book tickets and for more show 
info. Call 02 43 233 233 or visit: 

https://ccclaycock.sales.ticketsearch.
com/sales/salesevent/12683

Discover and Parents NSW vouchers 
can also be redeemed towards tickets.

Show times and dates below:

Friday 22 April - 7.30pm
Saturday 23 April - 1pm & 7.30pm
Friday 29 April - 7.30pm
Saturday 30 April - 1pm & 7.30pm
Sunday 1 May - 3pm
Thursday 5 May - 7.30pm
Friday 6 May - 7.30pm
Saturday 7 May - 1pm & 7.30pm

Ruth Tiffen
www.curtainbounce.com



11



12

Pg 12

SHEDS. MADE. TOUGH.

www.shedsnhomes.com.au       Phone: 

Once again the Lower Hawkesbury 
River has been subjected to 
devastating floods. We thought we 
had seen the worst in March 2021, 
but Mother Nature had other plans. 
This year the East Coast Low took out 
it’s fury not once but twice which is 
unprecedented.

Help came straight away from SES 
bringing sandbags and lots of boots on 
the ground, Welfac who co-ordinated 
with the Salvos bringing a multitude 
of food hampers, water and other 
provisions, and Ausgrid bringing over 
40 portable generators and fuel.

Morale and resilience was strong 
in the beginning but going into the 
second week some of the residents 
were soon reaching the end of 
their tether. River Cares was able 
to implement the Community Led 
Emergency Response plan by keeping 
in touch with every hamlet (creek 
community) continually through 
out every day for updates, providing 
weather and tide information, taking 
requests for supplies and additional 
fuel, counselling and even trying to 
locate hay bales for hungry cows!  
The Communities along the Lower 

Hawkesbury River rallied together 
and helped each other. 

The destruction that La Nina 2022 
has lashed out on us has been even 
more devastating than last year. The 
flood has ruined sheds, machinery, 
general equipment, damage to jetties, 
property, roads, embankments, 
vehicles and the list goes on. 
Tuesday night 9th March a fleet of 
6 RFS trucks came down to give the 
evacuation orders but only a handful 
of residents complied. Wednesday the 
tide was expected to be over a metre in 
some areas higher than last year. The 

It’s Déjà Vu -  La Nina Strikes Again

Below staging area at Spencer RFS, below right distributing water 
donated by Eastcoast Beverages
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caravan park became a lake, Wiseman 
Ferry Road in sections remained a 
swimming pool all day, even at the 
low tide the water level remained high. 
Cohens Creek was unrecognisable.

During the second week Spencer 
was inundated with a plethora of 
help from SES, RFS Strike Team 
from as far as Charmhaven, Avoca 
and the Peninsula, NSW Emergency 
Ambulance Services, Surf Life and 
Rescue Clubs from Bondi, Nobby’s 
Beach, Redhead and Merewether. 
From Thursday through to the 
weekend we had the army and air 
force arrive, even a taskforce from 
WA – DFES who coordinated the 
rapid damage assessment and to gauge 
what needs to be done for the clean-up 
process. There were helicopters flying 
overhead nearly every day while 
Wisemans Ferry Road rumbled with 
service vehicles and trucks carrying 
heavy machinery and bobcats etc. One 

army contingent arrived via Mooney 
Mooney on rubber boats to conduct 
an assessment along the Hawkesbury 
and to deliver fuel, food hampers and 
check on those residents completely 
cut off. Salvos continued to drop off 
food hampers and Eastcoast Juices 
donated a massive crate of water to 
help out. The Spencer Thai donated 
over 80 delicious food packs to areas 
such as Mill Creek, Cohens Creek and 
other parts of the Hawkesbury who 
had been hit the hardest.

 We are so very proud of Alison 
Wade our Captain of the Spencer 
RFS with her invaluable experience 
she coordinated the Strike Force and 
worked in conjunction with the SES 

and all the other services daily. Jane 
McCallum the secretary/treasurer 
of River Cares and the manager of 
the Spencer General Store (the new 
HQ) and her staff were the linch pin 
feeding all these services, manning 
the phones, providing information, 
distributing food hampers & fuel, 
giving out counselling all with a smile 
and a friendly face. 

Now it’s the clean-up! Again help 
has come in droves. 

The Communities along the Lower 
Hawkesbury River will be forever 
grateful.

Robyn Downham
President

River Cares

Clockwise from top: Maluka caravan 
park at Spencer, Cohens Creek before 
& after, Wisemans Ferry Rd. through 

Cohens Creek
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CEN Landcare 
Green Teams 

Update
The Landcare Led Bushfire 

Recovery project has been supported 
by the Australian Government’s 
Bushfire Recovery Program for 
Wildlife and their Habitat.

Cen’s Landcare Green Teams have 
been very busy through February, 
with the recent rainfall helping weeds 
to pop up left, right and centre.

The Somersby/Mangrove team 
were no exception to this and decided 
to meet for a working bee session at 
Kaye and Margaret’s 13 ha property. 
Understanding the importance of 
water ways running through private 
properties, the team embarked on some 
riparian restoration work. Putting to 
good use the many hands make light 
work method, the team of 5, including 
bush regeneration supervisor Ben, 
took to the nasty weed Tradescantia 

fluminensis, delicately teasing the 
roots and nodes out from beneath 
the plethora of native groundcovers 
occupying the area.

Tradescantia is a particularly 
bad pest species of plant, favouring 
moist, shady sites in forests and along 
waterways. This weed forms dense 
mats that smother and outcompete 
native plants, often preventing native 
seedlings from growing. Once 
established, Trad can be very difficult 
to eradicate, but we are seeing great 
results at Kaye and Margaret’s place 

with our monthly Green Team working 
bees keeping it from spreading.

For more information on CEN’s 
Landcare Green Teams and how to get 

involved, please contact the Project 
Coordinator Ben MacAndrew Wed-Fri 
on 43494491 or at ben.macandrew@
cen.org.au, and be sure to keep an 
eye out at www.cen.org.au/events for 
upcoming workshops and training 
events.

Ben MacAndrew
Landcare Coordinator

Community Environment Network
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This information is obtained from various sources and cannot be guaranteed. You must make your own enquiries as to its accuracy.  

4376 1440 
 Michael Kidd 
0439 761 440 
View all our listings at 
michaelkidd.com.au 

 

 First time offered in over 30 years this 35-acre family property has 8 acres or so of paddocks suitable 
for horses and natural bushland adjoining State Forest. 

 
 The family home has 4 bedrooms, open plan kitchen and living areas which open on to timber 
 verandah wrapping around the north facing living area. 
 
 With a gorgeous outlook from the kitchen over the mature trees this comfortably sized kitchen 
 features Oregon cabinetry, electric cooking appliances, and breakfast bar. 
 
 There is plenty of storage in the home, 3 garages, 2 carports, 10m x 5m concrete floor shed, 2 igloo 

frames and bird aviary. 
 
 Fenced with 3 paddock areas the lands sandy loam soils are suitable for horses, cattle, or other 
 grazing livestock and ample water from a 13 meg spring water bore, with irrigation in place. 
 
 The natural bush contains walking tracks, a water course, small dam, and water fall and backs onto 

thousands of hectares of state forest. 
 
 The land is zoned RU2 primary production.  

 
Please contact Michael Kidd on 0439 761 440 for more information on this sale or 

NO COST Market Appraisal, and details on our 
NO SALE - NO CHARGE marketing campaign. 

   SOLD  -  MANGROVE MOUNTAIN  
 

      ‘High Ridge’ - 35 acres paddock & bush. 

Locally 

SOLD 

Supporting our local community  - 
Major Sponsor Mangrove District Football Club 

& sponsor of the Mangrove Mountain Country Fair since 1994. 

KIDD 
Property Sales. 

Experienced Real Estate Agent since 1992. 
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OPEN 7 DAYS
40 YEARS LOCAL

02 4323 1933   |   www.vcdental.com.au

NEW PATIENTS

No Gap $290

OFFERS (all patients)
Free
Free
Free

No Gap $99

FINANCE
bulk bill

Zip Pay Zip Money
SuperCare

The Hawkesbury River communities 
of Spencer, Wisemans Ferry and 
Gunderman have been cut-off by flood 
waters after recent weather events that 
have seen parts of NSW inundated by 
torrential rain.

Member for Gosford, Liesl Tesch 
is calling on the NSW Liberal 
Government to ensure river 
communities are not forgotten during 
this emergency and receive up-to-date 
information, assistance and resources 
for the recovery phase. 

“This is the second time in the space 
of less than a year that the Hawkesbury 
River communities are again faced 
with floods, loss of livelihoods and 
property. The NSW Government 
must do everything in its power to 
ensure residents can access up-to-date 
information about where to go to seek 
refuge, access assistance or supplies” 
Tesch said.

Many river residents have expressed 
to Ms Tesch that they are without 

electricity and telecommunications. 
“I have been contacted by emergency 

services personnel from the river 
communities and in one example, 
because there is no electricity and the 
front roller door of a local RFS facility 
is powered by electricity, it cannot be 
operated. The motor generator takes 
up to 15 minutes to power the roller 
door and in an emergency situation 
every minute is precious. There needs 
to be a better way” said Ms Tesch.

In another blow to the community a 
major landslip has occurred north of 
Wisemans Ferry Rd towards St Albans 
Road, creating cracks in the road and 
leaving it hanging precariously over 
the edge of the cliff. 

What makes this even more 
concerning is that this is a main 
connecting road for the river 
communities and has left the 
community fearing more landslides 
are still possible. 

Robyn Downham, Founder of 

River Communities Cut Off And Suffering 
From Poor Communication

This page: Landslides & road collapse 
on Wisemans Ferry Rd;   Opposite: Navy 

personnel arrive to assist
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Southern Diesel Services
ROAD, CIVIL AND AGRICULTURAL REPAIRS

Workshop / Mobile 24 HRS
Mangrove Mountain

Mitchell Crane
PH: 0431 095 365

Engine Control Units, Engines, Gearboxes, 
General Maintenance, Hydraulics

the River Cares group at Spencer 
says there is a lot of work to do with 
communication cut offs, electricity 
connection and road cut-offs.

“We still have a long way to go 
regarding communication and power 
outages. We have very poor and 
limited communication which makes it 
very hard to touch base with everyone 
to make sure they’re safe. We couldn’t 
reach residents in Mill Creek because 
they were cut off which meant the SES 
had to go out and check on them by 
boat. Not everyone has Facebook or 
internet for safety information,” said 
Ms Downham

“River Cares implemented our 
community-led emergency response 
plan and people cooperated and are 
thrilled that we came together like this 
during this difficult time”

River Cares has made a big impact 
on the responsiveness of the Spencer 

community says Ms Tesch.
“The voice of River Cares has 

definitely improved the outcomes 
for the Spencer community this time 
around and I want to commend Robyn 
and her group for their advocacy 
during this really difficult time”.

Ms Tesch has also thanked local 
emergency services personnel for all 
the hard work they have been doing 
and responding to in fast-moving and 
dangerous conditions.

“I would like to extend my heartfelt 
thanks to all our amazing, hard-
working and selfless emergency 
services personnel and volunteers 
including our SES, RFS, Fire and 
Rescue, NSW Police and all our 
community members that have helped 
out neighbours or friends during this 
emergency”.

“It was also incredible to see the 
help arriving from far and wide with 

the Coogee Surf Life Saving Club 
coming to assist, a testament to the 
community spirit we have throughout 
NSW.” 

Residents who have chosen to 
stay behind rather than head to an 
evacuation centre at Ettalong Beach 
or The Entrance have been supplied 
with generators if they are likely to 
experience long delays getting their 
electricity restored. 

Media Release from the
Offce of Liesl Tesch MP

Member for Gosford
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Pg 18 with Musical Direction by Maryellen 
Gillard and Choreography by 
Madeline Stephenson, this show is 
a joyful and funny look at life in 
the Convent. The book, music and 
lyrics are by Dan Goggin, and it is 
an amateur production performed by 
arrangement with Origin Theatrical 
on behalf of Tams-Wittmark LLC, A 
Concord Theatricals Company.

Popular WDG performers Ruth 
Jordon and Cathy De Vries head up the 
cast, which also includes well known 
Central Coast performers Amanda 
Daniel, Karen Pendleton, Gabbie 
Magee and Maddie Stephenson.

2022 marks the 70th birthday for 
Wyong Drama Group, and we are 
pleased to present Nunsense 2 to our 
audiences as part of our celebration of 
this event.

The season runs from 16-30 April, 
with 10 performances. Bookings 
open 7 March. Check www.
wyongdramagroup.com.au for details 
on how to book.

Nunsense 2
The Little Sisters of Hoboken are 

back! After Wyong Drama Group’s 
sell-out season of Nunsense in 2018, 
the Nuns are returning to perform 
a follow-up season at the Red Tree 
Theatre, Tuggerah.

Nunsense 2 – The Second Coming 
takes place six weeks after the sisters 
have staged their first benefit. The 
sisters are back presenting a “thank-
you” show for all the people who 
supported them in the past. But now, 
they’re a bit slicker, having been 
“bitten by the theatre bug.” Things 
get off to a rousing start, but before 
long chaos erupts. Two Franciscans 
come to claim Sister Mary Amnesia 
(who has won the Publishers’ Clearing 
House Sweepstakes) as one of their 
own. At the same time the nuns hear 
that a talent scout is in the audience to 
see them strut their stuff.

Directed by Margaret Holdom, 

The Dharug 
anD Lower 

hawkesbury 
hisToricaL 

socieTy
annual General Meeting 
on Saturday, 4th april 

2022
Followed by an afternoon with our 

Special Guest Robert Fuller and his 
fascinating talk “ A Reawakening of 
the Black Duck Songline”

The AGM is to take place at the 
Chapel at 1.30pm before adjourning 
for afternoon tea. All members 
are encouraged to attend. We are 
introducing the concept of a “working 
committee” around our committee 
members. We have some of our 
members who have said they wouldn’t 
mind planning some of the outings 
and speakers and we welcome their 
input. We encourage any member who 
would like to get involved to nominate 
for committee or any other position.

An invitation extends to the general 
public to join us for afternoon.



19

SAVE THE MANGROVE 
MOUNTAIN UNION CHURCH 
**HOW YOU CAN HELP**

Our goal is to “Work together as a community, to keep the Union Church 
safe in our community, for those who will become our community’s future, 
as intended by those from our community’s past”

We welcome your ideas and/or offers of support.  Otherwise, you can help 
in the following ways: -  

1. If you would like to contribute financially to the campaign, donations 
can be made to the Mangrove Mountain Christian Group Inc at Bendigo 
Bank, BSB 633-000, A/c 185477965.

2. Join the Mangrove Mountain Christian Group.  Joining fee is $1 and 
annual fees are $2.  Please contact our Secretary by email to mmcgsec1@
gmail.com for an application form.

3. You can also write/email a personal letter to the Liquidator Mr 
Barry Taylor, Restructuring & Risk Advisory, HLB Mann Judd, Level 
19/207 Kent Street, SYDNEY NSW 2000 or by email to: btaylor@
hlbnsw.com.au  Please be civil and courteous to the Liquidator. 
   Please highlight any personal links you have with the Union Church 
and how important it is to yourself and the local community that the 
Union Church continue to operate as it has done for the past 110 years. 
   Also explain that there is strong community support and financial 
backing for the Church to continue operating and therefore it is hard 
to understand why the former committee chose to wind the Church up. 
   A copy of your correspondence would be appreciated by either email to 
mmcgsec1@gmail.com or post to MMCG c/-6 Waratah Road, Mangrove 
Mountain NSW 2250.

Robert Meggs, President (tel – 4376 1451)
On behalf of the Mangrove Mountain Christian Group Inc.

After the AGM is conducted we will 
introduce our guest speaker for the day 
Robert Fuller. Bob recently completed 
researching cultural astronomy of 
the saltwater Aboriginal people of 
the Australian East Coast. Bob will 
present an analysis of a significant 
Aboriginal songline in south-eastern 
Australia that has  not been previously 
recorded. The Black Duck songline 
was identified that may have links to 
an Aboriginal religion from Northeast 
Arnhem Land in the Northern 
Territory. If this can be proved, then 
this is probably a songline across the 
centre of Australia.

Aboriginal songlines are a unique 
development of Australian culture 
that celebrate the travels and feats of 
the Creator Ancestors as they created 
the very landscape.

Cost: $15 per head which will 
include a free raffle ticket.

Bookings essential: enquiries@
dlhhs.org.au or 0405 321 478 (leave a 
message) by Monday, 28th March.

Address:- Wesleyan Chapel, 6445 
Wisemans Ferry Road, Gunderman.

All welcome.
Robyn Downham

Publicity Officer
Dharug and Lower Hawkesbury 

Historical Society



20

Pg 20 RURAL FIRE SERVICES
Bucketty RFS      Weekend Training 3rd Sat, 9am-12 pm, breakfast 8.30am
                             Station Maintenance Every Thurs as required, generally 10am-1pm
                             General Meeting 3rd Sat in even months, at 1pm, All welcome
 buckettyrfb@gmail.com (02) 4998 8130
Calga-Mt. White RFS    General meeting 3rd Monday of the month,
	 7.30pm	at	Pacific	Hwy	Fire	Station	Mt.	White
Kulnura VBFB               General meeting 1st Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm
at Greta Rd Station         Training 3rd Wednesday of the month 7.00pm
Mangrove Mountain RFS General Meeting Last Wednesday of the month, 7 pm, 
Bloodtree Rd          Training / Maintenance All Wednesday’s except last of month, 7 pm
Spencer RFS    General Meeting  2nd Monday of the month Meeting 6.30pm
                         Training 3rd Monday Maintenance 6:30pm
                         Junior Training 4th Monday Training 6:30pm
 E: captain.spencer@ccrfs.org.au Alison Wade 

0415 668953. 4778 Wisemans Ferry Rd
Somersby RFS    General Meeting First Wed of the month 7.30pm at the Station
                            Training/Maintenance Every Wed night 7.30 at the Station (except 

before Wed general meeting)
Yarramalong RFS    Training:  Nights: First Wednesday of month 7pm start
                                                 Morning: Last Saturday of month 8.30am start
                                 Maintenance/Training :  3rd Sunday of month 8.30am start
                                 General Meeting (GM): 2nd Wed of even months 7.30pm start
                                 Contact: Ph: 0409 915060 or 0418 280 764  Email:  

yarramalongrfs@bigpond.com
COMMUNITY & SOCIAL
Coastlink Friendship Group Wed 9.30am-2pm at the Health Centre, 

Nurses Rd, Central Mangrove
Country Women’s Association Second Wed of each month, at Somersby Hall
(Somersby) Wiseman’s Ferry Road, Somersby, contact  

Sue, 43721280 or 0407768000.
Country Women’s Association First Monday of the month at Community
(Peats Ridge & District) Hall, Peats Ridge School. Any enquiries 

please contact Christine 0419 400163.
Country Women’s Association 2nd Tues of the month at Mangrove Mountain
(Mangrove Mountain Evening Branch)  Hall 2-4 Waratah Rd Mangrove Mtn. Start 

5pm, meeting 7pm. Ph Judy 43771728
Gosford North Inner Wheel club 2nd Wed each month 7pm at Phillip House in 

Kariong. Contact: Glenis   Ph: 0400 486 760
Gosford World Vision Community Group 4th Tues 11am in Presbyterian Church, West 

Gosford Contact: Glenis   Ph: 0400 586 760.
Permaculture Central Coast Third Tuesday (except Jan.) at Tuggerah 

CommunityHall, ANZAC Rd, 6.30pm - 9pm
Kulnura & District Garden Club Second Monday, 9.30 for 10am start. Jacqui 

Maxwell 0455364262 kulnuradgc@gmail.com
Mangrove Mountain & Districts 1st Thurs of the Month, 8pm, Mangrove Mtn
Community Group Meeting Hall. Danny Willmott 0407275653
Mangrove Emergency Planning Contact: mepccinc@gmail.com, 0412669649
& Communications Committee
Mangrove Mountain Country Fair 2nd Thur of month except Jan, 7:30pm, Union
Committee Meeting  Church Hall. Pres- Shane 0417 436 529
Mountain District Football Club Meeting Second Tuesday of the Month 6.30pm at the 

Mangrove Memorial Club
River Cares for the Lower Hawkesbury President Robyn Downham 0414248224
River District  Email rivercaresinc@gmail.com
Rotary Club Meeting Friday 7.15am at Phillip House. 43404529
Spencer Community Progress Group Inc President Brad Maisey, Community Meetings, 

4377 1167,  spencercpg2@gmail.com
Spencer Community Ladies Social Club Last Fri of month. 12.00 noon Spencer 

Community Centre, Jennifer Dayes 4377 1364
                                  Newsletter Articles to: spencercpg2@gmail.com
The Mountain Tuesday Social Tennis Group Tue 9.30am-12.30pm, Kulnura Tennis Courts. 

Enquiries: Alison Palmer 0427731548.
Somersby Equestrian Club Every 2nd month. Check website for further
Club & Committee Meeting details.www.somersbyequestrianclub.org.au
Wisemans Ferry Community Men’s Shed Tues & Sat, 9am-5pm. Contact: Alan Hunt 

4566 4626 or Adrian Acheson 0448 833 781
SPIRITUAL 
Anglican Service   - Mountain Districts Every Sun 8am at Peats Ridge Scout Hall, 

Sunday School during school terms
Mangrove Mountain Union Church, 9.00am second and fourth Sundays.
Christian Service cnr Bloodtree Rd & Wisemans Ferry Rd
St Barnabas Non-denominational Service 3rd Sunday each month, 11.00am. (Easter &
Yarramalong (Christmas Carols dates to be advised)
Serbian Orthodox 2nd & 4th Sun. of the month. 10 am, followed 

by luncheon, tea, coffee, cakes (cost $15). 
George Downes Drive, Peats Ridge

Kariong Community Baptist Church Sun @9.30am, Church & Kid’s Program, 
Kariong Public School Hall, Chris Clarke 
email revcrc@hotmail.com 

(cont’d next page)

REGULAR ACTIVITIES & MEETINGS

Maitland 33rd annual angus & 
angus Cross Female Sale –
5th March 2022

Rain affected sale of 760 females 
met strong demand. Top local breeders 
represented by a quality yarding of 
females. Dearer trend due mainly to 
quality.

Heifers:
Weaners: 250 head; Avg $1,700; •	
Top $2,900
Yearling: 100 head; Avg $2,350; •	
Top $2,950
PTIC: 160 head; Avg $3,022; Top •	
$4,100

Cows: 
Cows & Calves: 180 head; Avg •	
$3,600; Top $5,300
PTIC: 30 head; Avg $2,660; Top •	
$3,400
Joined: 30 head; Avg $2,180; Top •	
$2,400

Highlights include: – A/c Peter & 
Sandra Margery, Stroud Road sold 2 
Angus cows & calves for $5,300 to 
Barry Shearman of Fullerton Cove; A/c 
Tarin Grove Angus sold Angus PTIC 
heifers at $4,100 to Chris Unicomb, 
Bishops Bridge; A/c Cooreei Pty Ltd 
sold 14 pure Angus Bulls 18 to 20 
months for a top of $11,500, average 
of $8,178. They also sold the top pen 
of weaner heifers for $2,900 to Matt & 
Chris Attack.

Maitland liveweight Sale Report
7th March 2022

280 cattle yarded today. Reduced 
numbers due to the wet weather. All 
regular buyers in attendance with 
stronger competition in the trade and 
export markets.

Butcher vealers 510 to 615c/kg;•	
Angus weaners 200-350kgs steers •	
640 to 845c/kg;
Angus weaner heifers 250-350kgs •	
615 to 700c/kg;
Yearling Angus & Angus x steers •	
570 to 630c/kg;
Yearling Angus & Angus x heifers •	
490 to 560c/kg;
Bullocks 400c/kg;•	
Cows 300 to 390c/kg, avg 360c/kg;•	
Bulls 340 to 380c/kg.•	

Majority of the yard today were 
Angus weaners and yearlings. Top pen 
of Angus weaner steers made $2,170; 
Top pen of Angus weaner heifers 
$2,110; Top pen of yearling heifers 

LIVESTOCK 
MARKET REPORT
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Phone Ray Hayward
Mob: 0412 685 555

Divine Retreat Centre (Ph 04 6848 6782) Daily Holy Mass 8.00am to 8.30 am
160 Hensons Road, Somersby 1st Fri, 5:30pm-8:30pm Divine Mercy Friday
www.divineretreatcentre.org.au 1st Sat, 5.30pm-9:00pm, Divine Youth 

Ministry, Young Adults (18-35yrs)
 Last Sun, 9am-4pm, One Day Retreat
Catholic Service   -Spencer  Holy Trinty Church, 2nd Sat of the month 

4pm, Contact 43771374 or 43771168 as times 
may change each month.

                             - Wollombi 2nd & 5th Sunday of the month, 4.30pm Mass 
at St Michael the Archangel, Wollombi.

                             - Somersby  Every Sat. evening vigil – 5.30pm St. Francis 
of Assisi Centre, 30 Lutana Rd, Somersby.

                             - Yarramalong 1st Sunday each month, 11.15am St. Barnabas 
All welcome. Enq 0428 438577

YOUTH
Junior Girl Guides 5-10 Kooree Guide Cabin, every Monday in school 

term,  5.00pm – 6.30pm
Girl Guides 10-15 Kooree Guide Cabin, every Monday in school 

term, 6.00pm-7.30pm
Scouts, Cubs & Venturers Cubs meet 6.30pm – 8.30pm Wednesdays
Peats Ridge Scout Hall Scouts meet 7.00pm – 9.00pm Tuesdays
 Venturers meet 7.00pm – 9.00pm Mondays 

Contact 0438 476 562
Mangrove Mountain Playgroup Every Tues (except school holidays) 9am to 

11.30am, Kooree Guide Cabin. Bec G, PH: 
0421 996 029 Anne, PH: 0412 526 557

 Email: becgilmour@gmail.com 
HISTORICAL
Brisbane Waters Historical Society 25-27 Henry Kendall St., West Gosford, Ph: 

4325 2270. www.henrykendallcottage.org.au
Dharug &Lower Hawkesbury Last Sat of month. All welcome, contact Jan
Historical Society Inc. Kofron 0405321478 jankofron@optusnet.com.au
First Fleeters Central Coast Chapter 2nd Sat of the month, 10.00am for 10.30, 

Point Clare Hall (except Jan & Dec). Contact 
Jon 43116254 and Gavin 43404435.

The Pearl Beach Aboriginal History Group 3rd Fri each month 7.30pm Pearl Beach. 
Peggy 0411754577 pbaboriginalhistory@
gmail.com

Wyong District Museum & Open Sun to Thurs, 10am-2pm, other times
Historical Society by appt. Contact 43521886 email info@

alisonhomestead.com.au.  website: www.
alisonhomestead.com.au

ACTIVITY/HOBBY
Central Coast GNU/Linux Users Group  www.cclug.org.au - all most welcome
Coastal Communicators Toastmasters 1st & 3rd Thurs of month, 6:45pm to 8:45pm 

at Doyalson-Wyee RSL. Debbie 0421216952
Craft/scrapbooking  Yarramalong Hall 4th Sun. of the month 10am 

to 5.00pm cost $12 per person ph 43561196
HALL BOOKINGS

Kulnura Hall Hall bookings contact Annette Stackman 
43561196 Committee mtg 3rd Thurs 7:00pm 
at Hall- Open to all from community.

Mangrove Mountain Hall Hall bookings Ryan Howard 0405416289
Somersby Hall and Mountain Districts Hall bookings: 0413 359 655 
Culture and Heritage Centre                           or AH 4373 1488
Yarramalong school of Arts / Hall David Gillett  0416 097192
 yarramalonghall.bookings@gmail.com

REMINDERS FOR YOUR DIARY
River Cares Incorporated will be held on:-Sunday 20th March 2022 at
ABN 16 331 855 147 10.30am at Spencer Community Hall
Annual General Meeting 4776 Wisemans Ferry Road, Spencer. Please 

email info@rivercares.com.au for further 
information or general enquiries. ALL 
WELCOME

REGULAR ACTIVITIES & MEETINGS (cont’d)
making $2,300; A good pen of heavy 
feeder steers made 490c/kg, 590kgs to 
return $2,900;

A/c Jim Eccleston sold a pen of 
yearling Angus steers weighing 
440kgs, 555c/kg returning $2,450.

Maitland liveweight Sale Report –
28th February 2022

With a rain affected yarding today 
agents saw 300 liveweight cattle 
yarded. The vealer/yearling market 
was firm to slightly stronger on last 
weeks sale. The export market was 
slightly stronger on grown steers and 
firm for the cow market.

Best Butcher vealers 520 to 560c/•	
kg, with the best pen returning 
$2,557;
Yearling steers 500 to 620c/kg;•	
Yearling heifers 480 to 600c/kg;•	
Charolais & Euro x steers 320-•	
370kgs 570 to 615c/kg;
Charolais & Limousin x heifers •	
280-360kgs 560 to 630c/kg;
Angus steers 300-400kgs 570 •	
to 620c/kg; 2 & 4 tooth steers 
+500kgs 460 to 530c/kg;
Grown steers & bullocks 390 to •	
440c/kg;
Cows 290 to 380c/kg;•	
Bulls 300 to 330c/kg.•	

Next Maitland Weaner/Store Sale – 
Saturday 2nd April 2022

Next Gloucester Store Sale – 
Thursday 17th March 2022

A friendly reminder that we are 
often in the area seeing clients and 
looking at their livestock and if you 
would like us to call in be sure to give 
us a call.

Don’t forget to like and share our 
Facebook page!

Keep up to date with bowelidbury.
com.au

Michael Easy & Rodney McDonald
Bowe & Lidbury

52 Kyle Street, Rutherford NSW 2320
P: 02 4932 7066
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Pg 22 WATERMANS EXCAVATIONS is seeking
a highly experienced and motivated excavator/ 

machine operator to join our growing team.
Our requirements are as follows:
▪	Minimum	of	5	years’	experience	and	related
certifications.
▪	A	HR	license
▪	Ability	to	work	overtime,	when	required
▪	Able	to	work	independently	and	meet
deadlines.
To apply for this position, please email a copy of 

your resume to admin@watermansexcavations.
com.au or call on 0431956445

———————————

SALES - PUMPS & IRRIGATION/ 
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT

Think Water Peats Ridge
We are currently offering a great opportunity 

for an experienced, driven Sales Person to 
join our small dynamic team.  The successful 
applicant will provide the highest level of 
customer service and sales support across a 
range of products including pumps, irrigation, 
and outdoor power products. 

Full time position, please send resume to 
karen.carrier@thinkwater.com.au

DELIVERY DRIVER for deliveries in local 
area. Up to approx 10 hours / 2 days per month. 
Must be reliable & punctual, have own reliable 
vehicle, current drivers licence and good driving 
record. Phone 0412 669 649

POSiTiOnS aVailaBle EARTHMOVING MACHINE OPERATOR / 
FARM HAND - $76,160 per Annum + Super

 Glenworth Valley Outdoor Adventures 
requires the services of an energetic and capable 
Earthmoving Machinery Operator / Farm Hand, 
to carry out a wide range of general farm work, 
property maintenance and project related tasks 
using our farm machinery and equipment to 
maintain and improve our property and facilities 
on our 3000 acre wilderness property.  Full time, 
permanent position with excellent conditions, 
work environment and variety of work – no 2 
days are ever the same.  Located 4kms of the 
freeway – 15 mins from Gosford.  To apply, 
please download the rates of pay, job description 
and application form from www.glenworth.com.
au/employment.

———————————

CASUAL EDUCATORS REQUIRED for 
Mountain Community Children’s Centre Inc. 

Mountain Community Children’s Centre is 
only a 25-minute drive from Kariong. 
Essential	 Formal	 Qualifications	 required	

either Early Childhood Teacher, Diploma or 
Certificate	III	in	Children’s	Services.		Or	working	
towards	any	of	these	qualifications.	Need	to	be	
available to work between the hours of 7.30am 
and 5.30pm.  Must be fully vaccinated against 
Covid – 19 (3 doses). Working With Children 
Check Reference Number essential. First Aid 
Qualifications	 desirable.	 Experience	 with	
working with children under 6 years of age (in 
a centre based environment) preferred.  Email 
mountainchildren@bigpond.com or call Louisa 
on 43741239 for enquiries.

———————————

FARM ASSISTANT, landscaper, maintenance 
person required local farm one day per week. 
Must have three references

Email:  File.Jill@gmail.com
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Wed, Thu, Fri 9am-5pm.   Sat 8am-1pm 
Walk in - no appt necessary  Ph 0447436558

PEATS RIDGE HAIR CUTS 
MEN - LADIES - CHILDREN

MISTY MOUNTAIN RURAL 
CONTRACTORS - Earthworks, Irrigation, 
all services available Ph  43530990  or  
0418221495

——————————— 

ANTENNAS - DIGITAL - Specialists with  
VAST Satellite Service, extra outlets, boosters. 
Mobile service 4323 6367 or 0412685555

PEST CONTROL - Servicing the local 
area. A.T.S. Pest Control Services Phone 

Tony 4373 1157 Mob: 0427 731 157

SeRViCeS aVailaBle

OOST Painting Contractors - Lic 71725C 
Quality & cleanliness assured.

For a free quote call David 4356 1449 or 
0417 234 094. Yarramalong Local

HORSE RUG REPAIRS - reliable prompt 
service. Pick-up & drop-off available for large 
quantities. Ph 0405 620 394

———————————

ALL COVERS & CANVAS WORK!
Boats,	 Vehicles	 &	 Horse	 floats	 re-trimmed,	

cover & horse rug repairs, no job too small! 
Servicing the mountains & the valleys. Call Alan 
on 0414 993 669 or Louise on 0410 646 200. 
located at Yarramalong Road Wyong Creek.

TOWn ‘n COUnTRY
FlOOR SanDinG  & POliSHinG
New	&	old	floor	boards,	parquetry,	verandahs,	

stairs, walls ceilings, re-coating, staining & 
painting etc. free quote ph Stuart 0400076261

FOR   Sale

These  columns  will  be  set  aside  each  issue  for residents  to  advertise  inexpensively  and 
effectively  in  their  own  local  paper.   If you  have anything you  wish to sell, buy, swap, etc., ring 
4374	1039	or	0412	669	649	during	office	hours.	Rates	start	at	$4.00.

ClaSSiFieD aDVeRTiSeMenTS

GALE’S CITRUS - Bagged Citrus trees in 
various sizes available ph. 4372 1408  or mobile 
0421 196 631

———————————

FENCING AND SLASHING.
Also: FIREWOOD For Sale. David Starkey. 
4374 1192 or Mobile 042 725 7948

———————————

aGiSTMenT

DRAINAGE	 MATERIAL,	 certified	 crushed	
roof tiles.  Delivery Charge only.  Please phone 
0438731015.

MULCH for sale. 10m3 Minimum - $400.00.  
Delivery if applicable. David 0418 233595

———————————

BRICKLAYING  & Render repairs. Adrian 
0408347737. Lic 98665C

———————————

PATRICIA’S HAIR CARE - 15 Woy Woy 
Road Kariong. Ph 02 4340 1624. Late night 
Tuesday. Open Tuesday Wednesday Thursday. 
Ladies/Men/child. Cuts/colours/perm

AIRCONDITIONING,       BUILDING, 
CARPENTRY - Local service, 14yrs experience 
in aircon, 22yrs experience in building & 
carpentry. Call Ken 0412 842 920

———————————

8 TONNE EXCAVATOR FOR HIRE
Tilt hitch, Hydraulic grabs, Auger, Blade, 

Full range of buckets, Multiple other services 
available. L & L Kerslake. 43741678 - 
0427003721

LAURIE DOUGLASS PLUMBING
Plumber,	 Drainer,	 Gasfitter,	 Roofer	 -	 
Ph 4373 1257   Mob 0407 008 488

———————————

HORSE AGISTMENT AVAILABLE. Full 
care. Group and individual paddocks with 
shelters. Full size sand dressage arena, grass 
jumping arena. Located walking distance to 
Peats Ridge Village and Café. Call Cameron on 
0438695600.

POSiTiOnS aVailaBle

HORSE & LIVESTOCK BURIALS
www.horseburials.com.au

Ph Craig 0411 2888 12
———————————

RURAL FENCING - Post & rail, wire 
stock, chainwire, colourbond, paling etc. Also 
Landclearing. Phone Rick 4373 1117

———————————

TERMITE DAMAGE BUILDING REPAIRS
minor to major structural

Mark 0418112630
Email:CCtermites@gmail.com

 BAR, WAITSTAFF & KITCHEN HANDS  
Casual Positions Available
 The Valley Events Centre, Glenworth Valley, 

requires the services of several highly capable 
Kitchen hands, bar and wait staff to work in our 
Valley Event Centre at our event and function 
bookings, such as weddings, corporate events 
and social functions. The type of people we 
are looking for are happy and enthusiastic, 
demonstrate strong communication skills, 
are well presented, work well in a fast-paced 
environment, and enjoy working with a friendly 
team in a fun and unique workplace. Previous 
experience in hospitality or other similar 
industry is desired. All front of house staff must 
have a valid RSA. Located 4kms of the freeway 
– 15 mins from Gosford.  To apply, please 
download the rates of pay, job description and 
application form from www.glenworth.com.au/
employment.

———————————
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MOUNTAIN
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

PH:  4376 1055
988 George Downes Drive Kulnura

DELIVERY AVAILABLE 6 DAYS A WEEK

SANDS SOILS MULCHES WOOD-CHIPS GRAVELS PEBBLES
PLANT NURSERY - GIFTS - FIREWOOD

mls@live.com.au


